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UNCA part of new council to improve choices for undergrads Hate groups, continued from page one

Robin Burris 
Staff Writer

UNCA, along with several other 
universities and colleges have created 
a new council called Council of Public 
Liberal Arts Colleges (CoPLAC). This 
council is designed to improve options 
for undergraduates at state funded 
colleges and universities , according to 
a press release.
“The objective of this new consortium 

is to assist universities which are seeking 
to combine the traditional advantages 
of outstanding liberal arts colleges with 
the special mission and responsibilities 
o f public cam puses,” said UNCA 
InterimChancellorLauren Wilson. "We 
are helping foster a m ajor new 
development in higher education. 
UNCA conceived and hosted the first 
meeting of this group, and we are proud 
of our continuing leadership role,” 
according to the press release.

Other members of CoPLAC are die 
College of Charleston in South CaroUna, 
Evergreen State College in Washington, 
Keene State College in New Hampshire,

Mary W ashington C ollege in 
Virginia, Northeast Missouri State 
University, RamapoCollege of New 
Jersey , U niversity  o f M aine- 
Farm ington and U niversity  of 
Minnesota-Morris, according to die 

press release.
“CoPLAC is a voluntary consortion 
which we have helped to form in 
order to help educate individuals in 
the wider community aliout some of 
the advantages of a public liberal 
arts university,” said Tom Byers, 
special assistant to the chancellor. 
“So we’ve joined forces with some 
other campuses around the nation 
that, we feel, share some goals and 
characteristics in common with 
UNCA,” said Byers.

The members of CoPLAC “are 
strongly committed to the principles 
of liberal education," Wilson said. 
UNCA has been designated a Liberal 
Arts University by the University of 
North Carolina, the only one of its 
16 campuses to be singled out in this 
way, and several other CoPLAC 
members have achieved or are 
seeking similar designation from 
their respective states,” according 
to the press release.

The idea of CoPLAC began about 
six years ago, said Byers. During diat 
time, founding members of this 
council have met on the campuses 
that CoPLAC belongs to.

“So what has occurred at this point 
is that the group has decided it has 
sufficiently defined itself and agreed 
upon its goals that it has been officially 
created,” said Byers. “But Uie concept, 
and even the group, is not at all brand- 
new. This has evolved through a 
process of discussion and reflection 
over a fairly extensive period of time," 
said Byers.

“CoPLAC really exists for the 
purpose of helping us spread the word 
about the kinds of advantages diat 
institutions, like ours, are interested 
in making available,” said Byers. 

Byers said that CoPLAC will look 
at the benefits thatapublic institution 
widi a liberal arts curriculum offers. 
“Why such an institution ought to 
have a lot of appeal for many students 
might offer students some distinct 
advantages, and CoPLAC is designed 
to help share that word, you might 
say, with the world,” said Byers.

“No other professional association 
addresses the distinctive needs of

public liberal arts institutions, Wilson 
said. "We are focusing on issues such 
as refining the Uberal arts curriculum 
in a public context, promoting active 
learning, strengthening the academic 
community, and achieving optimum 
educational benefits with the strong 
but lim ited resources o f public 
universities,” according to the press 
release.
The growth of CoPLAC members is 

not the main focus.
“We believe that the core group, as it 

existsrightnow .isa rather sound one, 
and I would say that UNCA’s view is 
that we would actually want to be 
rather cautious as the group is 
expanded so that the basic character 
of the CoPLAC organization is 
maintained. In other words, the quality 
of the group is far more important to 
us than die quantity of members,” said 
Byers.

UNCA and its curriculum , as 
compared to other UNC schools, is 
significant, “in that this campus, for a 
long time, has been dedicated to a 
ra ther exclusive focus on 
undergraduate education in the liberal 
arts and sciences,” said Byers.

Task force, continued from page one
Academic Policy Committee.
“I asked that each of the chairpersons to review the rtport and its fmdings with 

their committees and if they had any recommendations or responses to bring 
those back to the senate,” said Shirley Browning, chair of the faculty senate.

‘Tw o of the committees have reported back, and Yearout’s committee 
recommended that a task force look at specific academic issues,” he said. 

“The report is so large and broad based,” said Robert Yearout, chair of the 
Academic Policy Committee. “We felt we needed to look at specifics wiUiin 
the report Uiat dealt widi academic policy and its affects on students.”
“In the statistical report, it appears that there is disproportionate representation 

of certain minority groups and women in certain academic areas,” said 
Yearout. “This is true nation-wide, but is this what we want UNCA to be?" 

RSPCW states diat “since 1983 the philosophy department has not had one 
Afiican-American major and six other departments (art, chemistry, classics, 
foreign languages, mathematics and physics) have each had a total of only one 
to Uiree African-American majors.”

RSPCW also states that “in half of UNCA’s 24 departments, majors study 
predominantly widi other students of Uie same gender.”
“The gender issues are troublesome,” said Mullen. “But not necessarily in the 

same way racial issues are ttoublesome.” *
“For example, the reasons why female students may not be majoring in 

certain academic areas may differ very dramatically from why African- 
Americans are not majoring in those departments.”
Mullen believes that there are steps that can be taken to increase die diversity 

of the student population at UNCA 
“The pool is much larger than we are targeting,” said Mullen. “We are not

locked into having everybody on campus having over a 1000 SAT or be in the 

top 25 percent of their class.
‘This has been a general guideline on Uiis campus,” he said. “But its not 

etched in stone.”
Part of the review done by the task force wiUi include reviewing admissions 

criteria, according to Mullen.
“You don’t necessarily need to be in a college bound track [at the high school 

level] to meet the state regulations in terms of admissions to die UNC system,” 

said Mullen.
Mullen said the question is if a student meets the state requirements, but 

doesn’t have as high an SAT score, what are their chances of being admitted 

at UNCA?
Lauren Wilson, interim chancellor, acknowledged to the faculty senate diat 

UNCA has had some difficulty enrolling minorities, according to minutes 
from a December 1993 Senate meeting.

During diis meeting Wilson sttessed that institutionally UNCA has to ask, 
“What is the extent of our commitment, and how hard are we willing to work 
to bring about diversity? How much are we willing to pay for it?” according 

to meeting minutes.
Mullen said that die task force plans to submit its reconunendations to die 

faculty senate in April.
‘This gives us time to give some type of guidance for next year’s faculty 

senate to follow up on,” said Mullen.
“We hope to have some type of objective-oriented guidelines. I doubt that die 

mechanism will be in place, but we will have something to put on the new 

chancellor’s desk," he said.

Information Highway, continued from page one

most vulnerable in a society. He said the thinking involved here is that 
“If I’m out, [and] I don’t deserve diis... dien somebody must be to 
blame.” He said that people who feel out of control of dieir lives often 
have a sense o f desperation and confusion, which leads them to 

destruction.
Ratner showed examples of hate mail he has received directly to his 

home. These included letters with swastikas and phrases such as “Go 
back to Israel, Jew scum!” painted on diem. OUier phrases written on his 
hate mail included statements like “The Holocaust never happened” and 

“Adolf Hitler was right.”
‘T here is no end to all this. It is around us on all sides,” said Ramer. 

He said diis existence of hate causes much anxiety to die victims and 
confronts them widi a question as to how they should react.

He said diat die debate on how to react causes division wiUiin the 
targeted communities because some feel diey should ignore die hate, 
while others want to speak out. “Hating does work. It does get to you 

after awhile,” said Ratner.
Smidi, a  native of Asheville, ttien spoke on die local politics of hate and 

racial/ethnic division. “Hate groups do exist, and they exist in our 
community, and diey exist in our schools,” he said. ‘T hey  may be small, 

but I watch them.”
Smidi said diat not many people understand what hate is about, and that 

a lot o f die principles and school leaders do not take it seriously. 
“Racism is here. It is alive and well.” He compared it to having high 
blood pressure—  it’s always diere, but you just take a pill everyday to 

control it, he said.
He said that die best acdon for a community to take is to support its 

members when they are being victimized by hate groups. “Don’t let 
folks be alone and be victims,” he said. Communides must “rally 

around” their members, he said.
Smidi said diat haters often use violence to gain respect, to prove a 

point, or to instill fear in a community. Supporting each odier breaks diis 
intention, he said. “A lot of times, people who are not effected have to 

join ranks widi diose of us who are.”
He dien discussed specifically die relations between African-Americans 
and Jews. He said diese two groups must acknowledge dieir differences 
and “love” each other anyhow. “We need each other, and we need to 

respect each other,” he said.
Smith said diat diese two communities can find a common bond in their 

histories of suffering, but, aside from diat, must move forward and 
discuss die current issues. “Let’s try to resolve [our] differences,” he 

said.
We have some difficult issues out diere, and if diey hold us back, dien 

diey need to be discussed, he said. “I diink die hard work is sdll to reach 
out to each odier.” It is “real important that these” discussion are 

happening, he said.
In a forum discussion following the session. Smith said that the issues 

which need to be talked about are the day-to-day comments and 
incidents which break down die community. He said we must ask die 
right questions and be concerned about die answers.

This session followed last week’s discussion of assimUation and 
separatism widiin these two communities, and began by addressing 
some of the questions which arose at die previous meeting. Edward 
Katz, assistant professor of literature, opened die session by reviewing 
die statements commonly made by members of these communities— 
“Why, always, is it the Jews? Why, always, is it the Blacks? Why, 

always, is it usT’
Katz then reviewed what sociologist Alan Saxe had said about racists. 

Saxe had commented diat haters tend to assume diat “die world” they see 
is die same one as others see. He said this notion is what helps them 
ground dieir “irrational fears.” Saxe said diere is a “dark security” in 
diis level of existence, where victims find that change is unlikely.

Katz posed die question asked by many victims of hate, “who will 
Usten?” He said that our obsession widi hatemongers prevents us from 

making a change.

ATM switches can be diought of as 
high-speed raihoad switches. Nine 
locations across die state will be die 
sw itching sites, including UNC- 
C harlotte, U N C-W ilm ington, and 
UNCA.
SONET is the worldwide standard for 

ttansmissionoverfiber-opdccable. The 
system will be of particular interest to 
students doing undergraduate research. 
“At fu^t, access to the NCIH at UNCA 

will be provided in the Steelcase 
Teleconference Center in Robinson 
Hall,” said V ideo and FacilitiesManager 
Greg Dilhngham.

Director of University CompuUng

Kern Parker said he would like to 
see the entire university, from 
Ramsey L ibrary  to individual 
dormitory rooms, online to the 
NCIH. Dillingham agrees.
“It would odierwise be like saying 

‘Here’s your condo in Maui, but 
you can only use it for 1 hour out of 
die year',” said Dillingham.
“But diere is already strong support 
within university management to 
network die endre campus, top to 
bottom,” said Parker, “The biggest 
obstacles are immediate needs for 
funding.”

Students will be able to use die

system in Robinson Hall. There will 
be no fees for usage for the first year. 
Southern Bell is picking up the 
connection charges.
Even after the first year, Parker said 

he does not anticipate there ever being 
any student usage fees.
There also will be no addiuonal fees 

added to tuition payments to pay for 
die iniual installation and acquisidon 
of equipment.
It is unclear as to whether addiuonal 

fees would be needed to connect the 
dorm rooms to the system, a decision 
not yet made university management.

The NCIH will not be available for

home use for quite some dme. Home 
telephone lines are provided through 
copper cable.

Fiber optics must be run to each 
house to transmit video, a venture not 
yet cost effective enough for area 
telephone companies.

Possible applications of the state 
agency system outside of university 
use might be long distance medical 
diagnosis, video conference court 
procedures between a judge and a 
prisoner, on-site record U^acking by 
police officers making a traffic stop, 
and advanced curriculum capabilities 
at remote secondary schools.

Security, continued from page one
shift, but unfortunately on the 
weekends right now we do.

“W e’ve been very fortunate that 
we have not had a serious occurrence 
where student safety has been 
jeopardized to a major extent and 
hopefully that won’t happen,” he 
said.
Regardless of the size of die security 
staff. Van Slyke said, individuals 
need to remain cauUous when it 
comes to protecting themselves on 
cam pus. S tuden ts m ust reac t 
responsibly and be aware of their 
surroundings, he said.

“Nobody’s immune to being a 
victim of a crime. Everybody has 
to be conscience o f crime and take 
precautions to ensure that they are 
safe,” he said. “Clearly it’s just  ̂
not practical to assume we can be 
right there 24 hours a day.”

To help widi safety, the Public 
Safety Departmentwill soon install 
an emergency telephone call box 
in the lobby of die campus security 
office. The box will enable persons 
to get in touch with an officer 
dirough a dispatcher when nobody 
is m die office.

Citizens for Media 
Literacy will sponsor a 
screening of
“ M a n u f a c t u r i n g  
Consent: Noam
Chom sky and the  
Media" at 7:30 p.m. on 
March 3-5 in Lipinsky 

Auditorium.

The film is the first film 
made about Noam  
Chomsky, media critic 
and dissident M IT  
professor whom the 
New York Times called 
"arguably the most 
important intellectual 
alive."

For more information 
call 255-0182.
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Asheville's Best Live Entertainment

Friday, February 25

Saturday, February 26

Big Bump 
& the Stun Gunz

BOB MARGOLIN 
Chicago Blues

College Night, March 2

CharHe’s on Acid

Tickets on sale now for Rick Derringer 
coming March 11th.
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