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Dave Barry
Syndicated Columnist

I hate to put a fly in your oint-
ment, but if you think thart just
because you live in America, you
are safe from the terror of terror-
ism, then I have three words for
you: ha ha ha.

I make this statement in light of
a terrifying incident that occurred
on Christmas Eve, according toan
article from the Newport (Ore.)
News-Times, written by Gail
Kimberling and sent in by alert
reader Deane Bristow, whose
names can be rearranged to spell
“Sewer Bandito,” although thar is
not my central point.

My central point is that, accord-
ing to this story, a husband and

| wife were in their home outside of

Lincoln City, which is in Oregon,
when the United Parcel Service
delivered a package to their house.
They were not expecting a pack-
age, and therefore they became con-
vinced (why not?) that it was a
bomb. So, according to the story,
the woman put the package in her
car, drove the package to the Or-
egon coast, which is also in Or-
egon, and “heaved it over the cliff”
onto the beach.

The woman then drove to the
police station and reported that
there was a bomb on the beach. So
far, you are probably laughing. But
you will change your tune when
you learn what the investigating
police officer found. What he
found, lying on the beach, was a
box containing — bear in mind
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that this happened in the United
States of America, not some for-
eign country such as the Middle
East — a 15 pound Virginia
smoked ham.

Miraculously, the ham had not
detonated, so the officer returned
it to the couple, who, according to
thearticle, “very reluctantly opened
their front door and accepted it.”
So luckily this story had a happy
ending. Butthatis no reason for us
to break out the celebratory bean
dip. Because although in this par-
ticular case the package turned out
tobean innocent ham, it COULD
have been something infinitely
more dangerous: It could have been
a toilet. Here I am thinking of a
story, sent in by many alert read-
ers, from the Dec. 29 New York
Times, headlined: “LAWSUIT

FILED FOR 2 INJURIES FROM
TOILETS.” This story, as the
headline suggests, concerns a law-
suit filed for two injuries from
toilets. These toilets, located in a
Bronx condominium, allegedly ex-
ploded when they were flushed;
the lawyer for the victims is quoted
as saying that there is “an epidemic
of exploding toilets.”

Not that I am bitter, but I've
been writing about the exploding-
toilet epidemic for years, not to
mention the exploding-cow epi-
demic, the Strawberry Pop Tart-
combustion epidemic and the
Rollerblade Barbie underpants-ig-
nition epidemic, and have I re-
ceived any recognition in the form
of a large cash journalism award?

No, I have been called “sopho-

academic notices

Term | classes end » 3/8
Spring Break * 3/11-3/16
Classes resume © 3/18
Term |l classes begin ¢ 3/18

athletics (ext. 6459)

(ext. 6432} * 3/17
ext. 6432) » 3/18
HC, free (ext. 6244) « 3/18

HC, free {ext. 6244) * 3/20

& 10 a.m.-4 p.m. * 3/21

(ext. 6500) » 3/20

Franck, RL ® thru 3/21

* Women’s Basketball vs. Radford, Big South Tournament,
Radford, VA {3/7-3/9), 8 p.m. * 3/7

Baseball vs. Duquesne, 2 p.m., GF » 3/8 & 11 a.m. * 3/9
Women's Tennis vs. Univ. of lll.-Chicago, 10 a.m., JC * 3/9
Women's Tennis vs. Middle Tenn. St., 10 a.m., JC ¢ 3/10
Baseball vs. Wofford, noon, GF = 3/10

Baseball vs. NC A&T, noon, GF ¢ 3/16

Men’s Tennis vs. Wofford, 2:30 p.m., JC ¢ 3/20

concerts/live entertainment

¢ An Afternoon of Chamber Music, 4 p.m., LH Aud.

e John Cloer, cello, and Ida Barak, pianist, 8 p.m., LH Aud.

o Guitarist Preston Reed: lecture demostration, 3 p.m., LH 018
(3/19) & concert, 9 p.m., HC, free (ext. 6244) » 3/19

o Asheville Symphony Orchestra performance (3/23), student
discount tickets available through UP, sign up in HC 44

¢ Urban Bush Women, modern dance performance (3/26),
tickets on sale now, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., HC 27 (ext. 6584)

o Shawn Mullins & Matt Kaylor - singer songwriters, 9 p.m.,

o Residence Halls & Highsmith Center close at 9 p.m. ¢ 3/8

* Highsmith Center opens at 1 p.m. {ext. 6584) ¢ 3/17 .
o Residence Halls open at 2 p.m. (ext. 6700) * 3/17

e Graduate Salute Days, HC (ext. 6416) 10 a.m.-8 p.m. ¢ 3/20

e Chancellor’s Student Open Meeting, 2:30-3:30 p.m., PH

* Organizational funding request forms for the 1996-97
academic year are now available in HC 50 R

moric” and “childish” by various
doodyhead critics. But now that
the famous New York Times has
decided to horn in on this story, I
suppose it will become “respect-
able.” You’re probably going to sce
presidential-campaign debates
wherein all the leading contenders
take positions on commodes. Let’s
just hope that this is not televised.

But be forewarned: If you are at
home and United Parcel Service
brings you a toilet that you are not
expecting — even one of those
nice designer-catalog toilets that
have become such popular holiday
gifts — do NOT attempt to flush
1t.

Instead, take the simple precau-
tion recommended by law enforce-
ment authorities such as the FBI

and Mel Gibson: Drive the toilet

to the Oregon coast and heave it
off a cliff. Better safe than sorry!

Of course, just because you, as an
American, could at any moment
be killed by a toilet or ham, that
does not mean that all explosions
are bad. As the French say, “au
contraire” (literally, “eat my Jockey
brand undershorts”). Sometimes,
the explosive power of an explo-
sion can be harnessed to benefit
humanity, as we learn from vari-
ous newspaper articles, sent in by
many alert readers, concerning the
effort last October to move the
World War I monument to the
city of LaPorte, Ind.

The monument, a massive piece
of granite more than six feet tall,
was in a secluded, overgrown loca-
tion. It was scheduled to be moved

to a more prominent place in time
for Veterans Day, but efforts to
dislodge it from its base with drills
and jackhammers had failed. What
happened nextis notentirely clear,
but apparently and unidentified
local law-enforcement official con-
tacted an Army Reserve group,
which provided some unidentified
explosives experts, who used some
kind of unidentified explosives to
separate the monument from the
base. This operation went off with-
out a hitch.

Well, OK, if you want to be picky,
there was one teensy hitch, which
was that after the explosion, the
monument no longer, in a techni-
cal sense, existed. Bur it definitely
was not attached to the base any-
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more. Mission accomplished!
This story does raise several ques-
tions:

— Who were these “experts”?

— How come we never asked
them to “move” Saddam Hussein’s
headquarters?

But that is water over the dam.
The point I want to make, in clos-
ing, is that just because things are
blowing up all around us in this
country, that is no reason for us to
cower like rabbits under our beds.
We are just as safe in our closets.

As Winston Churchill (whose
name can be rearranged to spell
“Hurls Cow Chin Lint”) put it:
“We have nothing to fear but fear
itself.” Of course, he was safely
over in England at the time.
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¢ “Hell to Pay,” Latin American Womanhood
Film Series, 7 p.m., RBH 125 (ext. 6443} » 3/19

inframurals (ext. 6459)

* Softball play begins, JC  3/20
* Doubles tennis play begins, JC  3/20

e Pierce Pettis & Diedre McCalla ~ singer songwriters, 9 p.m.,

¢ “Failing Nation States: What US Response?” by Col. Edward
Cabaniss, IV, 7:30 p.m., OCC (ext. 6140) » 3/11

* “Africa: Should the US Care?” by Charles McGill, 7:30 p.m.,
OCC (ext. 6140) » 3/18 ?

outdoor activities/recreation

¢ Kayaking, 8:30 p.m., JC Pool (ext. 6459) * 3/20
¢ Hiking, canoeing, hot spring (3/22-3/24), sign up in HC 44, $10(ext.
6244)

¢ Auditions for Spring Forum Theatre Series, five student-directed one-act

plays, 2:30 p.m.=5 p.m., HLH (ext. 6610} ¢ 3/20

women's history month events (ext. 6443)

* “Excuse Me, Is There a Women’s Bathroom in This Building?” A discussion
on the assimilation of women into scientific professions ~ Mary Lynn
Manns, Patsy Reed, Wayne Lang, Kathy Whatley, Bill Miller, Irene Mackun
Rossell, Keith Krumpe, 12:15 p.m., RL

* “Helen Morris Lewis: Asheville Suffragist” by Ann Joyner, 12:15 p.m.,
RLe 3/8

e “The Committed Heart: The Work of Three Women Documentarians” by

Ken Betsalel, 12:15 p.m., RL » 3/18

“Women & Literature in Latin America” by Alice Weldon, 12:15 p.m.,

RLe 3/19

¢ {Film) “Hell to Pay,” 7:00-8:30 p.m., RBH 125 ¢ 3/19

* “The Lesbian & Bisexual Women's Experience: A Panel Discussion with
UNCA Out!” with Tracy Wilson & Amanda Farrell, 12:15 p.m., RL » 3/20

¢ “Remarkable Women of Asheville” by Gwen Ashburn, 12:15 p.m.,

RL e 3/21

“Sexual Harrassment: Building Awareness on Campus” by Cathy Mitchell

& Debra Van Engelen, 4:15 p.m., LF ¢ 3/21

o UNCA Alumni Art Exhibition, OH (ext. 6559)  thru 3/20
e Pen-and-ink drawings of Albert Schweitzer by Dr. Frederick
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