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confinved from page one

rather than adding another female
sport. “To add another team would
require cutting every other team’s
budget in order to obtain funding,
thereby reducing every team’s ability
to compete at a Division I level.”
“We are committed to achieving (eq-
uity) within our current athletics bud-
get,” Reed said, insisting that the ath-
letics budget will not have to be in-
creased in order to be more equitable.
“It is also important to realize that
these reports are tools for reference.
They are not decisions in and of them-
selves.”

Concurrently with the OCR inves-
tigation, UNCA is undergoing a cer-
tification process with the National
Collegiate Athletics Association
(NCAA). As part of the process,
UNCA assembled a faculty-staff com-
mittee that assessed four separate ar-
eas including equity, fiscal integrity,
academic integrity, and governance

ships given to male and female ath-
letes, differences in the per diem and
travel rates between male and female
teams, and differences in the salaries
of male and female coaches and their
support services.

“I don’t see it as necessarily negative
that we have these two processes go-
ing on at the same time,” Reed said.
“Both efforts are the same in terms of
gender equity. I don’t see one hinder-
ing the other.”

In the NCAA certification report,
the equity subcommittee recom-
mended the creation of a new posi-
tion to advise the university on achiev-
ing and maintaining equity in athlet-
ics programs. The equity advisor will
be independent of the athletics de-
partment and will report directly to
the administration.

The position is likely to be created
this fall, after the NCAA certification
process is completed in November.

In an open meeting of the NCAA
faculty-staff committee held last week.
Dr. Keith Krumpe, chair of the equity
subcommittee, pointed out that other
universities are dealing with similar
issues.

“UNCA is not unique,” said

universities. Krumpe emphasized that
disparities at UNCA were “not done
maliciously or malevolently.”

Student Government Association
(SGA) president Sergio Mariaca was
impressed with the work of the NCAA
committee.

“I think they are taking a realistic
approach that will make athletics a
more efficient and better department,”
Mariaca said.

Tom Hunnicutt, director of athlet-
ics, also emphasized that his depart-
ment was working to achieve equity.
Another change that has already oc-
curred is the separation of the athlet-
ics and recreation programs and bud-
gets.

This division makes it easier to as-
sess the actual costs of running athlet-
ics programs at UNCA.

Reed added that she felt UNCA was
within “striking distance” of meeting
the requirements of Title IX laws.
UNCA'’s task is simplified by the fact
that there is not a large football or

hockey program to balance out, and
that the expectations of alumni did

not create extraordinary pressures on
the athletics program, she said.
Reed said that she could not safely
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Student Court had a few problems! '
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Let's work together to change for the better! i
Ri
v L) bc
Students, Faculty and Staff have already initiated a new venture b
based on the foundations of Student Court: a :
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All that's missing are the students! i

Apply today to be a Student Conduct Committee Member pr

Complete the change EVERYONE wants. e
For more information, contact Brian Pittman or Bobby Metz at 251-6588, HC 48 Asl
Applications are available on the door of HC 48, or contact Sue Hintz in HC 34 2




