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Review
Carrabbas offers affordability and authentic taste Acousfic band lacks originality, imifafes well

Jason W icks
Staff Writer

W h e n  a college s tuden t decides on  a place to 
eat, two factors com e in to  consideration; 
affordability and good food. W ell, Carrabbas 
Italian Grill satisfies bo th  requirem ents. 
Carrabbas, ow ned by the O u tb ac k  Steakhouse 

restaurant chain, decided to build  their restau- 
r a n t  n e a r  th e  
A s h e v i l l e  
O utback.

“W e  l ik e  to  
bu ild  C arrabbas 
w here  the  m ost 
s u c c e s s f u l  
O u t b a c k  
S t e a k h o u s e s  
a r e . . . a n d t h e  
O u tb ack  here in 
Asheville is p rob ­
ably the busiest in 
the N o r th  C a ro ­
lina region,” said 
R o b e r t  H ensley , 
front house m an ­
ager at Carrabbas.

Carrabbas, situated between the  C ourtyard  
M arr io tt  and the H a m p to n  In n ,  has an in ter­
esting seclusion from busy T u n n e l  Road.

Carrabbas has its ow n un ique  d in ing  flavor 
with an open, exhibition k itchen , bar, and 
w ood-burn ing  pizza oven.

According to Hensley, C arrabbas has some 
o f  the best pizza in town. “W e  pride ourselves 
on freshness. W e make everything here from 
w hipped cream to chocolate p u d d in g  daily,” 
says Hensley.

I t ’s easy to see that C arrabbas is ow ned by 
O u tb ack  for their co m m itm e n t  to  friendly
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The new restaurant Carrabbas is situated between the 
Courtyard M arriot and Hampton Inn on Tunnel Road.

and  helpful staff. D ifferen t from  o ther  restau­
rants, C arrabbas prides itself in  taking care o f  
its custom ers, an d  they  do  take care o f  them . 
W aiters an d  waitresses from  o ther  tables come 

and check o n  the  cus tom er to  see i f  all is 
satisfactory, filling w ater glasses an d  such as 
needed.

T h e  service isn’t  the only  th ing  tha t makes 
C arrabbas special. T h e y  also have som e o f  the 

bes t I ta l ia n  fo o d  in 
Asheville. Large p o r ­
tions and flavorful food 
m ake d in ing  qu ite  en ­
joyable. In  fact, m ost 
people will n o t  be able 
to finish their meal and 
will be forced to take 
the rest o f  it w ith  them.

Prices s ta rt a t $6.45 
for a pizza and  move up
to $14 .95 .
W hile  w aiting  for d in ­

ner, one can w atch  food 
being prepared  by chefs 
in the  open  k itchen .T he  
server gives each table a 

basket o f  fresh bread and  then  sprinkles herbs 
and olive oil o n to  a small plate for those w ho 
like to  dip their  bread

Carrabbas, a lthough it m ay sound  like the 
type o f  restauran t w hich dem ands fancy dress, 
actually favors the casual. But d o n ’t expect 
casual service.

Carrabbas stresses th ro u g h  the ir  food, ser­
vice, and  price tha t custom ers are the m ost 
im p o rta n t  aspect o f  the ir  business. T h ey  re­
vive the  m o tto  tha t m any  restaurants have lost: 
custom ers com e first.

W a tc h  ou t,  O live G arden , you  now  have 
som e healthy  com petition .

Jay  M alin oski
Staff Writer

O nce  in  a great while there will be a band  
whose style and  originality  m ark  them  as one 
o f  the great musical troupes o f  ou r time. T h is  
isn’t it.

V e r t ic a l  H o r i ­
zon, a m id-A tlan- 
tic acoustic band , 
tries so hard  to be 
so m any different 
musicians on  their 
l a t e s t  r e le a s e ,
“ R u n n i n g  O n  
Ice,” tha t i t ’s al­
m o s t  th e a tr ic a l .
F rom  start to f in ­
i sh ,  g u i t a r i s t s /  
s in g e r s  K e i th  
K ane  a n d  M a t ­
th e w  S c a n n e l l  
spoon  -feed us a 
varied assortm ent 
o f  th e  S A M E  
T H IN G .

H e r e  is th e  
playlist from  the 
album . I will first 
n a m e  th e  song , 
an d  th e n  I will 
nam e w ho exactly
should  have done  the  song in the  first place.

1) “ H e a r t  In  H a n d ” (this song is to the 
Ind igo  Girls w ha t the  Bionic W o m a n  was to 
Lee M ajors), 2) “W ash  Away” (Indigo Girls 
all the  way baaaaby), 3) “F ragm ents” (James 
Taylor makes a comeback!), 4) “Fam ous” (Alas, 
the Indigo G irls), 5) “T h e  M a n  W h o  W o u ld

Vertical Horizon

Be S an ta” (T he role o f  Santa in this case will be 
played by James Taylor).
6) “A ngel W i th o u t  W ings” (You th in k  S im on  

&  G arfunke l should  play C en tra l Park  again?), 
7) “A nsw er M e ” (three words, IN  D I  G O )  and  

so on.
T h a t ’s n o t the  e n ­

tire  p la y lis t ,  b u t  I 
t h i n k  y o u  ge t  th e  
po in t.  I ’m  n o t  against 
lo w - k e y  m e l lo w  
acoustic tunes, b u t  i f  
w e ’ve a l r e a d y  g o t  
Jam es Taylor, S im on 
&  G arfunkel, and  the  
Ind igo  Girls, w hy do 
we need Vertical H o ­
rizon?
I know , we could  call 

th em  Jam es Ind igo  &  
G a r fu n k e l  a n d  ju s t  
bypass the  first three. 
T h in k  o f  how  m u ch  
y o u ’d  save on  C D ’s.

L e d  Z e p p e l i n ,  
A e r o s m i t h ,  J i m i  
H e n d r ix ,  even T h e  
Misfits share a c o m ­
m ona lity  in th a t  they 
c a n n o t  be so easily 
lu m p ed  in w ith  o ther  

bands even rem otely  sound ing  like themselves.
In  fact, I w ou ld  ven tu re  to say th a t  they  (in 

the ir  ow n  day) were the  standards by w hich 
o ther,  lesser bands were gauged. T h a t  in itself  
marks th e m  as great musicians, whereas V erti ­
cal H o rizo n  could  best be described as good  
im ita tors .
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Remember the 80s?
Com piled from  the In ternet

Portions o f  the following list were emailed to our  ph o to  editor. 
You were a true child o f  the 80s if:
♦  “C elebra tion” by Kool &  the G ang  was one o f  the  h o t new 
songs w hen you first heard it a t a school dance.
♦  T h e  first time you ever kissed som eone at a dance fell du ring  
“Crazy for You” by M adonna .
♦  You ever owned one o f  those em barrassing crim ping  irons.
♦  T h e  phrase “W h ere’s the beef?” still doubles you  over w ith  
laughter.
♦  You honestly  rem em ber w hen  film critics raved tha t no  movie 
could ever possibly get better special effects than  those in the 
movie “T R O N .”

♦  Your hair, at som e po in t du ring  the 80s, becam e som eth ing  
w hich can only  be described by the phrase “I was experim en ting .”
♦  W h e n  som eone m entions two consecutive days o f  the  week, the 
“H ap p y  D ays” them e song is stuck in your head  for hours on  end.
♦  You had  ringside seats for Luke and Laura’s w edding.
♦  You know , by heart, the words to any “W e ird ” A1 Yankovic 
song.
♦  Songs by D ebb ie  G ibson  still h au n t you to this day.
♦  T h ree  words: “A tari,” “In telliV ision,” and  “C oleco .” S ound  
familiar?
♦  You ever ow ned a pair o f  “Pop-W heels ,”tha t h an d y  little 
com bination  o f  shoe and  roller skate tha t lasted ab o u t a year on  
the open  m arket.
♦  A p red o m in an t color in your ch ildhood  pho tos is “p la id .”
♦  You took  family trips B E F O R E  the invention  o f  the  mini-van. 
You rode in the back o f  the sta tion  w agon and  you  faced the  cars 
beh ind  you.
♦  You were shocked and  horrified at the Challenger explosion 
(which you were probably w atching in school at th e  tim e), and 
yet w hen  som eone m entions the nam e “JF K ,” the  first th ing  you 
th in k  o f  is O liver Stone.
♦  W hile  in high school, you and all your friends discussed 
elaborate plans to get together again at the end  o f  the  cen tu ry  and 
play “ 1999” by Prince (or the artist formerly k n ow n  as) over and 
over again.

♦  You rem em ber the days when “safe sex” m ean t “m y paren ts are 
gone for the w eekend .”

♦  Schoolhouse Rock played a H U G E  part in how  you  actually 
learned the  English language.
♦  You ever dressed to emulate a person you saw in either a D u ra n  
D uran , M a d o n n a ,  or Cyndi Lauper video.
♦  A t one p o in t  d u r ing  your teenage years, you walked w ith  a 
noticeable, tilt to  one  side due to the num ber o f  plastic rings on 
tha t arm.

♦  You knew  all the  words to Billy Joel’s “W e D id n ’t S tart the 
Fire,” b u t it really d id n ’t hold any m eaning for you until the th ird

Cheap

10 - 4pm Mon.- FrI. ONLY

I Brought to you by 
: Student f^ctivities

First come. 
First served

Good at Beaucatcher Cinemas and United 
Artists at Blltmore Square Mall
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