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New public safety vehicles added, raises student questions
■  T h e  U N C A  C enter for Jewish 

Studies Lecture/Brown Bag Lunch 
presents “Land for Peace,A M ili
ta ry  P e rsp e c t iv e ,” by R o b e rt  
Yearout. T he  lecture will be in the 
Private D ining Room of the D in 
ing Hall, R oom  200, on Thursday, 
Sept. 26 from 12:15 to 1:15 p.m.

■  There will be a viewing o f  the total 
lunar eclipse from 9 p.m. to 11:30 
on Thursday, Sept. 26 at Green
wood Field (weather permitting). 
Telescopes will be available. Q ues
tions? Call Randy Booker at 6442.

■  Tickets go on sale Friday, Sept. 27 
for Theater U N C A ’s production of 
“Arcadia.” T he box office is open 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call 253- 
5778 for reservations.

I The Pum a Classic W om en’s Soc
cer T ournam ent begins Saturday, 
Sept. 28 at Greenwood Field with 
East Carolina vs. Appalachian S tate 
at noon. At 2 p.m., the UN CA  
w om en’s soccer team plays Geor
gia Southern. The games are free 
to all U N C A  faculty, staff, and 
students with ID.

I  T he volleyball team will play Lib
erty University at 2 p.m. on Satur
day, September 27 in the Justice 
Center. The match is free to all 
faculty, staff, and students with
ID.

I  T he Puma Classic W om en’s Soc
cer T ournam ent continues on Sun
day, Sept. 29 with Georgia South
ern vs. East Carolina at noon, and 
U N C A  vs. Appalachian State at 2 
p.m. Free to faculty, staff, and 
students with ID.

■  T h e  volleyball team  will face 
Radford at 2 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 
29intheJusticeC enter. Them atch 
is free to all U N C A  faculty, staff, 
and students with ID.

W estern Carolina University per
cussionist M ario Gaetano will per
form at 4 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 29 
in Lipinsky Hall 018. T he recital 
will feature music for solo marimba 
and vibraphone. A donation o f  $4 
is requested t the door. Call the 
U N C A  M usic D e p ta r tm e n t at 
6432.

I “O pening Doors: A Dialogue on 
Organizational Racism” will be 
held from 6-8 p.m. on M onday, 
Sept. 30, at the M A H EC  building 
on Biltmore Avenue. Call Carolyn 
Briggs at 6671 or Ed Katz at 6411.

■  Daily 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. campus 
tours begin on M onday, Sept. 29 
for prospective students, their fami
lies, an d  o th e rs  in te res ted  in 
UNCA. Tours are hosted by the 
U niversity Ambassadors. Q ues
tions? Call J ay Jordan at 251 -6481.

■A n  informational meeting will be 
held regarding the LITEX trip to 
Europe over Christmas break on 
M onday, Sept. 30 in Zageir Hall at 
7 p.m. All students are invited to 
participate, and a class will be of
fered next Spring in conjunction 
with the trip. Call Dan Henderson 
at 251-6977, or see page 10.

A le x  Self
Staff W riter

T he university has added three new 
vehicles to the fleet over the last year 
to replace an aging security vehicle, 
according to public safety. However, 
the addition o f three new vehicles to 
the campus police department this 
past year was an “unnecessary” use o f 
funds, according to some UN CA  stu
dents.

“Those (cars) I saw last semester 
drove a lot better than my car,” said a 
U N C A  junior who asked not to be 
identified. “And I drive probably 40 
miles a day to get here.”

Since January, UN CA  has acquired 
three new public safety vehicles, which 
include two Ford Crown Victorias, 
and one Jeep Cherokee. All o f  the cars 
were obtained from M otor Fleet, a

state-supported agency based in Ra
leigh that leases cars to all state affili
ates, such as UNCA, 
said sergeant Dennis 
Gregory o f  the cam
pus police.

Gregory said that 
public safety was “be
ginning to have some 
problems” with their 
old security car, and 
that they decided to 
replace it because o f  
financial consider
ations.
“T he cost o f  repairs 

was exceeding the 
cost o f  a new car,” 
said Gregory.
T he car that was replaced was a 1993 

Chevrolet Caprice, which was also 
being leased from m otor fleet.

" I 'v e  p a i d  
$ 6 0 0  in p a rk 
ing fines, so 
they p ro b a b ly  
b o u g h t  th e  
J e e p  w ith  
th at."

—senior Kisha D o w ell

O ne student complained that the 
old police car was not only sufficient, 

but more cost-effec
tive.

“W e should have 
j ust bought the ones 
we had, instead o f 
having to keep pay
ing on them (new 
cars),” said a source 
who asked to re
m ain anonymous. 
“Even if they did 
buy them, it would 
be more cost-effec- 
tive than re-leasing 
them every time.” 

Gregory said the 
campus police departm ent had no say 
in M otor Fleet’s decision to get new 
cars.

“W e pay a basic price for a lease o f

the car, and they replace the cars every 
so often, every 50,000 miles or what
ever,” said Gregory. “We have no 
option as to when they replace them.

“They just call us and say, ‘W e’re 
going to replace your car,’ ” Gregory 
said.

By leasing cars from Raleigh, as op
posed to buying new cars, the univer
sity saves a considerable am ount o f  
money, according to Gregory.

“I f  the university had to purchase 
three vehicles, y o u ’re looking at 
$65,000 just to purchase them ,” said 
Gregory. “Then to purchase gas is 
another $200 a week.

“W e pay a m onthly payment that 
includes ^as, tires, repairs, insurance, 
tags, the whole nine yards,” Gregory 
said. “I t’s a real savings for us.”
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Staff W riter

T he renovations planned for the H ighsm ith C en 
ter have been put on hold, according to the 
university’s director o f facilities planning and con
struction. A start date has not been set due to 
various problems in the planning process and fund
ing.

“W hen we first started this project, we were 
looking at possibly getting the building completed 
some time in 1998,” said Ron Reagan. “W e are 
probably looking at some time in 1999 before we 
can actually complete construction and have stu
dents move in .”
Reagan said that there have been setbacks because 

the proposal and planning processes have both 
been very lengthy.
“W e don’t look at it as a delay,” said Reagan. “W e 

interviewed a firm out o f Charlotte, arid signed a 
contract with them for advanced planning. T hat 
got us in the planning and programming phase of 
the project.

“A committee with students, faculty, and staff 
were selected and met with the architect to go over 
each o f  the activities to go into the building,” said 
Reagan. “The information from those meetings 
were taken back and more drawings were made and 
more meetings were scheduled.

“It is just a long process,” said Reagan. “T hat 
(Highsmith) is a real complicated building. W e are 
putting  more activities in there than there are 
now .”
According to Reagan, another factor that is slow

ing the process is that they have to meet with all o f  
the groups who are to have spaces in the renovated 
Highsmith.

“W e had to meet with those specific groups to 
make sure we get all o f their wants and needs 
designed,” said Reagan.

Some students are upset that the new Highsm ith 
will no t be available for use as was planned.
“I am a little disappointed that it will no t be ready 

for me to benefit from, specifically, the Greek
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Plans for Highsmitli C enter renovation have been  put on  hold b ecau se  of various planning problem s a n d  lock of funding-

offixes,” said sophomore Jay Johnson, a manage
m ent major. “I am a member o f  Kappa Delta Rho, 
and we were supposed to be in the second floor.

“It would be nice for us to have an office,” said 
Johnson. “It looks like we w on’t have one until I am 
gone.”

However, other students are not concerned about 
the halted renovation plans for Highsmith.

“It doesn’t bother me one way or another,” said 
junior Brent Esenberg, an atmospheric science 
major. “ I f  it’s not done, then it’s not. T ha t way I

w on’t have to pu t up with construction noise.”

According to Arthur Foley, vice chancellor for 
financial affairs, funding problems could hinder 
construction further down the road.
, “At present, funding is not delaying construction, 
because we are not ready yet to go to construction,” 
said Foley. “However, if  we do not get the funding 
situation organized in the next six months, then
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Forum coming to UNCA with some student apprehension
John Hodges

Staff W riter

T he Veritas Forum, a conference 
dedicated to modern problems and 
Christian solutions, will be visiting 
the campus o f  U N C A  in Lipinsky 
A uditorium  on Oct. 1-4, according to 
the campus minister o f the Reformed 
University Fellowship. Some students 
and organizations have expressed some 
apprehension about the messages o f 
the forum.

“The Veritas Forum is a forum de
signed to bring faculty to speak on the 
issue o f  absolute truth, said Berry 
Stubbs o f  the Reformed University 
Fellowship. “T he forum was thought 
up about five years ago, sensing the 
need to speak to the issue o f  whether 
tru th  was relative or absolute. N ot

just moral truth, but really in all areas 
o f  a person’s world view.

“It was believed by some folks that 
the general gist that was being taught 
on campus was that tru th  was rela
tive,” said Stubbs. “Students are now 
consumers who pick and choose what 
they want to believe is true, as op
posed to searching for absolute tru th  
in every field.”

Some students said that they had 
concerns about the way that the issue 
o f  sexuality would be approached from 
the Christian point o f view.

“I know that there are a lot o f  gays 
and lesbians that are Christian,” said 
Amanda Farrell, founder and co-presi- 
dent o f  U N C A  Out!, a campus orga
nization that promotes education, 
understanding, and pride in hom o
sexuality as well as a social group for

sexual minorities and others.
“I do not th ink  that is impossible 

for someone to be both Christian and 
homosexual, bisexual, etc. I plan to go 
to as many as lectures as possible. I 
will do my best to listen to him 
(speaker Thom as Schmidt) with an 
open m ind and try not to be offended, 
especially if what he has to say is 
backed up by scripture.

“I really hope that he doesn’t take 
things out o f  context,” said Farrell. “It 
is so stereotypical to hear the argu
ment that gays are immorral. I’ve heard 
that so many times before, so I am 
hoping that he will no t just regurgi
tate what has been thrown at us so 
many times.

“I don’t expect Dr. Schmidt to do 
that, but I have a little feeling that 
that’s what we m ight be in for,” said

Farrell.
Stubbs said that absolute truth is 

transcended truth, or tru th  that tran
scends contemporary culture. H e also 
said that the Veritas Forum is not 
targeted toward a specific audience, 
but rather will be aimed towards ev
eryone.
T he Veritas Forum will addresis many 

controversial issues, according to 
Stubbs.
“T he first night, the issue o f  truth in 

a philosophical sense will be ad
dressed,” said Stubbs. “Are we able to 
establish a world view that’s true or 
not true? It is going to deal with what 
is a world view, and then what are the 
competing world views in our culture

VERITAS cont. on  pg . 10


