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Sports

Swimsuit 
edition 
gets buff

Kyle S. Phipps
Sports Editor

Many years ago Sports Illustrated 
started printing an issue during the 
spring that featured female models 
in the latest swimsuit fashions. 
Wedged around this pictorial was 
standard SI stuff: coverage of the 
big NBA playoff race, stories from 
baseball spring training, and cover
age of NCAA basketball. This year 
SI has taken on an even bigger 
story. Sports Illustrated covered the 
50th anniversary o f the bikini. 
“Nothing but bikinis” as printed 
on the cover of the magazine.

There’s nothing wrong with SI 
celebrating the anniversary of the 
bikini. However, an entire issue of 
mostly naked supermodels isn’t 
necessary. Most people really do 
read the magazine for the articles 
(the same excuse that men use for 
Playboy). However, this issue is 
nothing but a soft-core skin maga
zine.

SI has completely forsaken the 
idea of running a magazine about 
sports for this one issue. The closest 
it comes to covering sports is telling 
about how Niki Taylor did bon- 
efishing in Venenzuela and an ar
ticle about how much Tyra Banks 
likes the Los Angeles Lakers.
SportsIllustratedi^diKA no expense 

getting some o f the top models in 
the world to pose for its mag. Tyra 
Banks, N ik i T ay lo r , N aom i 
Campbell, and Vendela all appear 
in next to nothing for their pictori
als. So close to nothing that in 
almost one-fourth o f the pictures, 
the models are only wearing half of 
the bikini.
How much o f an appreciation for 

a woman ora swimsuit can a person 
get when all they can see is Banks’ 
back with a tiny bit of blue thong? 
W hat’s the point o f a picture of 
Vendela wearing a frilly bikini bot
tom with her arms delicately crossed 
across her chest? The only way that 
these pictures could be anymore 
revealing would be if the swimsuits 
were crumpled into a ball laying in 
the floor.

Even some of the advertisements 
in this issue'are centered around the 
bikini. Captain Morgan’s Spiced 
Rum ran a five-page advertisement 
of women in swimwear with red 
mustaches drawn on the models by 
The Captain himself 

Sports Illustrated has gone too far 
with this issue o f the swimsuit edi
tion. There’s nothing wrong with 
running an issue o f a magazine that 
features a section o f beautiful 
women in swimsuits. However, the 
point o f this issue is not to show the 
evolution of the bikini or to cel
ebrate the beauty o f the female form. 
Sports isn’t even an issue in this 
edition. This magazine aims to sell 
lots o f copies based on pure sex 
appeal.

5 / was able to save a little bit of 
face with this issue. Two pictorials 
are o f a couple o f the most attrac
tive wom'en involved with profes
sional sports: top-ranked women’s 
tennis player, Steffi Graf, and pro
fessional beach volleyball player, 
Gabrielle Reece. This is important 
because people should recognize 
that not only are these women at 
the top of their professions, but 
they are also beautiful women. They 
are also beautiful women without 
the aid of implants or cosmetic 
surgery.

Despite all o f  the 1997 swimsuit 
edition shortcomings, it isn’t com
pletely trash. Page 240 is a picture 
o f Princess Leia chained to Jabba 
the H utt in that oh-so-lovely gold 
bikini.

Lady Bulldogs lose in quarterfinals
Erin King

staff Writer

The season ended for the UNCA 
women’s basketball team on Feb, 
27 with a 70-60 loss to Winthrop 
University in the Big South Con
ference Tournam ent quarterfinals. 
The Liberty Lady Flames won the 
tournament at home over UNC- 
Greensboro.

Coach Beth Coil said that the 
first half decided the game for the 
Lady Bulldogs, especially offen
sively.

“The only thing that hurt us was 
that we came out flat in the first 
half,” said Coil.

“W e got some good looks at the 
basket early in the first half, but we 
just weren’t putting them down,” 
said Coil.

W inthrop started the game with 
a lay-up by Katherine Kitchin. The 
Lady Bulldogs answered with Se
nior Marcia Napier’s jumper to tie 
the game, but it was the only time 
UNCA would come close to the 
lead the entire game.

W ith almost 14 minutes left in 
the first half W inthrop’s Misty 
Mooring hit a jumper to give the 
Lady Eagles a 10-point lead, mak
ing the score 14-4.

A jumper by freshman Emily Hill 
cut the lead to four with four min
utes left in the half, but the Lady 
Bulldogs could not catch up, and 
the half ended with W inthrop in 
the lead, 33-22.

UNCA tried to stop the offense

o f  W in th ro p  cen te r Jen n ife r  
Churchill in the first half, said Coil.

“Defensively, we worked on shut
ting down Churchill and their de
fense,” Coil said. Churchill ended 
the game with 27 points and 18 
rebounds.

17 of Churchill’ s points came in 
the second half as the Lady Eagles 
continued to lead. Her jumper at 
the start of the second half gave 
W inthrop a 13-point lead.

UNCA started to come back, 
though, with junior Cary Gay and 
freshman Dana Polakowski con
tributing lay-ups to cut the lead to 
10.

Senior Lee Christiansen and jun 
ior Mandy Edwards also contrib
uted to cutting the Lady Eagle’s 
lead. W ith ten and a half minutes 
left in the game, Winthrop still 
held the lead, 48-41.

Coil said she thought UNCA 
played much better in the second 
half, butChurchill still caused prob
lems for the Lady Bulldogs.

“The second half we did better, 
but Churchill still hurt us inside. 
We ended up winning the second 
half by one point, but that wasn’t 
enough to overcome the 11-point 
deficit we had,” said Coil.

UNCA came within one point of 
W inthrop in the second half After 
bringing the Lady Bulldogs within 
four po in ts  o f  W in th ro p , 
Christiansen made a lay-up after 
junior Amy Freed’s free throw to 
make the score 5 5-54 with four and 
a half minutes left in the game.

Churchill led the Lady Eagles to 
victory, though, scoring 11 points

in the last few minutes o f the game. 
Her two foul shots with two and a 
half minutes left made the score 62- 
54.

Christiansen brought the Lady 
Bulldogs within four points again 
with 53 seconds left after making 
two free throws, the score being 62- 
58.

Junior Jessica Januseski scored 
the last lay-up of the game for 
UNCA with 33 seconds left, mak
ing the score 66-60.

Hill fouled out with 16 seconds 
left, and the two free throws made 
by Churchill made the final score 
70-60.

Christiansen led UNCA in scor
ing with 14 points, with Hill add
ing 12 points and Senior Vicki 
Giffin contributing 10 points.

“Lee Christiansen had a really 
good game. She really attacked the 
basket and had some nice drives 
and drew some fouls. She probably 
played the best, I think,” said Coil.

The game marked the last one 
the senior members o f the women’s 
team would play for UNCA.

“There were a lot o f tears in the 
lockeroom afterwards and a lot of 
emotions. They were hoping to go 
a little bit further, and it just didn’t 
work out,” said Coil.

Coil said that she did not think 
the women lost because they were 
ill-prepared, but because it was not 
meant for them to win.

“I talked to the girls afterwards 
about how, any given night, any 
team can win, and it just wasn’t our 
night,” said Coil.

“W e were pretty prepared. We

Va. Tech creates sanctions
(CPS)- Virginia Tech officials say 
they were so embarrassed last sea
son by the wild misconduct of foot
ball players that they’ve set new 
sanctions for athletes who break the 
law.
The new plan, proposed by a stu

dent and faculty committee, will 
impose a mandatory punishment 
on any athlete charged with a crime. 
Only a handful of universities have 

established separate policies for stu
dent-athlete behavior. Most simply 
follow the guidelines set by the 
university’s student code of con
duct.

“Playing athletics at the intercol
legiate level is a rare privilege af
forded very few students,” said Vir- 
g in ia  T ech  p re s id en t Paul 
Torgersen. “We expect the (ath
letes) at Virginia Tech to uphold 
the highest values o f sportsman
ship, honor, integrity, and respect 
for others.”
He added: “I f .. athletes are not up 

to this standard, theywon’t be play
ing for us.”

The tougher sanctions are in re
sponse to a string of arrests that 
scandalized the 10th ranked Hokies. 
In November, seven football play
ers were charged with beating up a 
track team member. Another player 
was charged with abducting a U ni
versity of Virginia student.

In December, two players were 
arrested on rape and sodom y 
charges, bringing the total ofarrests 
since November 1995 to 19.

Under Virginia Tech’s new code, 
an athlete charged with a felony or 
a crime that involves gambling or 
game fixing, will be suspended un
til charges are dropped or resolved. 
An athlete who pleads guilty or no 
contest to those charges will be per
manently kicked off the team.

Also, any athletes charged with a 
misdemeanor will be subject to sanc

tions by the athletic director, rang
ing from a warning to dismissal 
from the team.
Torgersen said the university also 

would expand the number o f sup
port programs available to athletes, 
such as peer mentoring and drug 
awareness programs.
“We... understand that the role of 

a student-athlete brings special pres
sures and responsibilities,” he said.

Virginia Tech athletic director 
David Braine said he would take 
steps to improve the recruiting pro
cess.

“We want to try to do everything 
we can to get the right kinds of kids 
to begin with, help them succeed in 
the college environment, and clearly 
comrnunicate our values and ex
pectations about civil behavior,” he 
said.
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Cary Gay drives to the goal against Radford. The Lady 
Bulldogs fell to Winthrop in the Big South Tournament.

worked on everything,” said Coil. 
“Offensively, we pretty much went 
with our same set offenses that we’d 
run all season.”

Coil said that Winthrop was a 
good team that worked hard and 
deserved “a lot of credit.”

“Theyplayed very intensely, very 
hard, and they were really aggres
sive on d e fen se ,” said Coil. 
“W inthrop was very prepared and 
really wanted to win.”
UNCA was the number three seed 

in the tournament.

Turning Two
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UNCA’ s Ty Wigginton turns a double play versus East 
Tennesse State University. The Bulldogs fell, 7-6, to the 
Buccaneers. UNCA plays at home again on March 7.
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GRADUATE SALUTE
The Class of 1997

ATTENTION!
A One - Stop graduation 

preparation event in 
Highsmith Center Lounge

Wed., March 19 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

Thur., March 20 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sponsored by: Registrar's Office,
Alumni Office and the Bookstore
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