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A h ,  w a itre ss in g .  T h e  v e n erab le  o c 

cupat ion  so  m a n y  o f  us  a re  t h r u s t  in to  

during  o u r  co llege  years. W e  w a it  

a b les  t o  h e lp  p a y  fo r  o u r  co llege 

education , rea liz ing  in  th e  process  

exactly w h y  w e  w a n t  th e  college e d u 

cation, a n d  th e n  w h y  w e  n e e d  th e  

college e d u c a t io n .

T h e n ,  w h e n  w e  have  th e  co llege  

educa tion , w e  realize h o w  va lu a b le  

the w a itre ss in g  ex p er ie n ce  w as, b e 

cause it will ge t  us a  jo b  a  lo t  q u ic k e r  

than, say, a  P h . D .  in  E ng lish .

B efore  I say a n y th in g  else, h o w 

ever, I s h o u ld  b e g in  b y  d e c o d i n g  

s o m e o f th e s e c re t  lin g o  th a t  goes  w i th  

the jo b .  “W e ’re o n  a  w a i t” m e a n s  th a t  

there a re  a n g ry  p e o p le  w a i t in g  a t  th e  

door, d e m a n d in g  to  k n o w  w h y  th e y  

haven’t  b e e n  sea ted  y e t  a t  th a t  o n e  

bo o th  (“See th a t  one?! T h a t  o n e  in 

the c o rn e r  r ig h t  ov e r  th e re !”) w h e re  

an e lde rly  c o u p le  is still s i t t in g ,  n o t  

.quite f in ish e d  w i th  th e i r  k e y  l im e  p ie  

(“T h e y ’re a lm o s t  d o ne!  W e ’re  g o in  

in!”). W h e n  w e  say  w e ’re  “ in  th e  

w eeds” o r  “w e e d e d ,” it m e a n s  th a t

w e ’re p a n ic k e d  b e ca u se  o f  stressful 

c irc u m s tan c e s ,  s u c h  as: th e  little  c ra ck  

In th e  r o o f  a b o v e  o u r  s e c t io n  o f  th e  

re s ta u ra n t  ju s t  b ro k e  o p e n  a n d  n o  

o n e  re q u e s te d  “o p e n -a i r  d in in g  to 

n ig h t ,  o r  th e  hostesses  ju s t  g o t  in 

a n o th e r  fis tfight w i th  th e  g u y  w h o  

w a n ts  th e  tab le  in th e  c o rn e r ,  o r  w e  

ju s t  ran o u t  o f  M ic h e lo b  L ig h t on  

d raft.

B u t  I t h in k  1 sp ea k  fo r  all o f  m y  

b ro th e r s  a n d  sisters in th e  serv ing  

p ro fess io n  w h e n  1 say: 1 love m y  job . 

I t ’s gra tify ing . A t  th e  e n d  o f  each  

sh ift,  y o u  really feel like y o u ’ve m a d e  

a  d iffe rence  in  th e  w orld .

T h e r e  is t ru ly  n o th in g  m o r e  satisfy

in g  th a n  p o u r in g  s o m e  s w e e te n e d  tea 

in a n  e m p ty  glass o f  ice, a n d  th e n  

see ing  th e  s m ile  o f  g ra t i tu d e  sp re ad  

across  th e  c u s to m e r ’s face.

P e o p le  really a p p re c ia te  w h a t  w e  do . 

W h e n  s o m e o n e  ne ed s  e x tra  n a p k in s ,  

w e ’re  th e re  fo r  th e m .  W e ’re th e re  in 

w a y  n o  o n e  else c an  be , a n d  w e ’re 

th e re  w h e n  n o  o n e  else is, n o t  th e  

d e a d b e a t  d a d s ,  o r  th e

surroga te  m o m s ,  o r  the  c h e a t in g  wives, 

o r  th e  ug ly  stepsisters. W e ’re  th e re

unfa il ing ly , a lw ays c o m in g  b a c k  w i th

th a t  ex tra  b u t t e r  o r  s o m e  k e tc h u p .  

T h i s  is th e  su b s ta n c e ,  in d e e d ,  th e  very  

sou l o f  w aitress ing .

O c ca s io n a l ly ,  y o u  r u n  in to  d iff i 

culties. In  th e  l ingo  w e  call th e m  

“p ro b le m  c u s to m e rs ” o r ,  o n  o c c a 

s ion , “d a m n  assho les.” B o th  o f  these  

te rm s  are  acceptable .

T h e  R ic h  P e o p le  t e n d  to  t re a t  y o u  

like th e i r  p e rso n a l  m a id  (o r  b u t le r ) .  

T h e y c o m m a n d y o u  “W o m a n ,  b r in g  

m e  th a t  A-1 sauce g o d s p e e d ,” a n d  

y o u  c an  to le ra te  it.

B u t  i t’s h a rd  to  exp la in  to  t h e m  w h y  

y o u  d o n ’t  h a v e  t im e  to  sh in e  th e ir  

s h o es ,  o r  g ive  t h e m  a  t h o r o u g h  

l in tb ru sh in g .  Y o u  o f te n  m e e t  w i th  

cries o f  o u trage : “W h a t  exac tly  d o  I 

p a y  y o u  for, in so le n t  w re tch?!”

T h e  C h e a p  P e o p le  d o n ’t seem  to 

realize th a t  th e  p rice  o f  a m eal has 

risen s ince  th e y  last d in e d  o u t  in 

1 975 .  T h e y  s c o f f a t t h e $ 7  e n tree ,  a n d  

u sua lly  e n d  u p  o rd e r in g  th e  m o s t  

in e x p e n s iv e  i te m  o n  th e  m e n u  (a 

h e a p in g  b o w l o f  b a c o n  b its) a n d  ea t 

in g  lots o f  o u r  u n l im i t e d  free b read .

T h e  M e a n  P a re n ts  a re  th e  h a rd e st  

to  dea l  w i th .  A n  e xam ple :  I w as ta k in g  

th e  d r i n k  o r d e r  fo r  a tab le ,  a n d  o n e  o f  

t h e  c h i ld re n  a sk e d  m e  w h a t  h e  c o u ld  

have. I s ta r te d  to  tell h im ,  a n d  he  

i n te r r u p te d  to  a sk  i f  w e  h a d  o ra n g e  

s o d a  (w h ic h  w e  do).

H is  m o th e r ,  how e v er ,  s c re a m e d  “N o  

O F  C O U R S E  th e y  D O N ’T ! ” a n d  

s m a c k e d  th e  c h i ld  u p s id e  th e  head . 

S h e  h a d  th re e  o th e r  c h i ld re n ,  w h o m

sh e  tre a te d  w i th  e q u a l  te n d e rn e ss  all 

n ig h t .  T h e  fa the r  w as  c h u g g in g  L o n g  

Is la n d  iced teas so fast I c o u ld  see th e  

liver spo ts  a p p e a r in g  o n  his  h e ad .  

T h i s  k in d  o f  fam ily  m a k e s  y o u  w a n t  

to  sco o p  

th e  k ids 

r ig h t  u p  

a n d  hau l 

ass to  th e  

D e p a r t 

m e n t  o f  

S o c i a l  

Services.

T h e  

H e a v y  

D  r i  n k -  

e r s  d e 

m a n d  to  

k n o w  

w h y  yo u  

h a v e n ’ t 

b r o u g l i t  

t h a t  

s i x t h  

d o u b l e  

s h o t  o f  

t e q u i l a  

th e y  o r 

d e r e d  .

Y o u  t ry

to  tell th e m ,  fo r  th e  s e c o n d  t im e ,  th a t  

N o r t h  C a r o l in a  law  p ro h ib i t s  m o re  

th a n  five d r in k s  in  a tw o  h o u r  p e r io d ,  

a n d  i t ’s o n ly  b e e n  tw e n ty  m in u te s  

s ince  th e y  sat d o w n .

T h e y o f i :e n  d o n ’t  see th e  logic in  such  

legislation. E i th e r  y o u ’re  lucky , a n d  

th e y  leave, s o b e r  u p ,  a n d  w ri te  le tters  

to  th e i r  c o n g re s s m e n  a b o u t  th e  in ju s 

tice  o f  it all, o r  else th e y  ge t  very

a n g ry  a n d  yell a n d  scream  a  lot. S tu f f  

l ike  “W e l l ,  1 never h e a rd  o f  that! W h o  

in  th e  hell w r o te  th a t  law?! M y  

g ra m p a w  d i d n ' t  lose his a rm  g e t t in ’ 

s h o t  a t  b y  federa l agents  w h e n  h e  was 

r u n n i n ’ 

m o o n 
s h i n e  
d  u  r i n  ’ 

P ro h ib i 

t io n  fer 

n o th in ’!! 

G r e a t  

m e n  like 

h  i m  

f o u g h t  

fer M Y  

rig h t to  

d r i n k ! ” 

o n ly  

s l i g h t l y  

less iu -

1 cid.

T h e  

S p  a c e - 

C ' a d e t s  

a r e 

p r e t t y  
t r y i n g ,  

t o t ) .

T h e s e

p e o p le  h a v e  th e  re m a rk a b le  ab il i ty  to  

e n jo y  a n  e n t i re  d in in g  e x p er ience  

w i th o u t  ever lo o k in g  a t  th e  m e n u !  

T h e y  also have  a n e x t ra o rd in a ry  s ixth 

sense t h a t  a llow s th e m  to  c o m e  to  th e  

r e s ta u ra n t  o n ly  w h e n  it is in c re d ib ly  

busy , so full o f  p e o p le  th a t  th e  g uy  

w h o  w a n ts  th e  c o rn e r  tab le  has  a c tu 

ally sa t  d o w n  to  d in e  w i th  th e  e lderly  

coup le .

W aitre ss :  “ H e llo  b la h -b la h . .A n d  

w h a t  c an  1 b r in g  fo r  y o u  to  d r in k ? ” 

M a n  d in in g  w i th  S p a c e  C a d e t :  “ I ’ll 

have  iced tea .”

S pace  C a d e t :  (a fte r a b o u t r w o m i n -  

u tes, h a n d s  re s ting  o n  h e r  u n o p e n e d  

m e n u )  “O h ,  1 d o n ’t  k n o w .. .  W h a t  d o  

y o u  have?”

W aitre ss :  “W e l l ,  w e  have  C o k e ,  

D ie t  C o k e ,  M  r. P ib b . ..” ( th e n  sh e  lists 

o f f  all 21.3 poss ib le  beverage  choices 

th e  re s ta u ra n t  offers, in c lu d in g  every 

b o t t le  o f  b e e r  in  th e  bar)

W aitre ss ;  (g a sp in g  for b re a th  after 

rec it ing  list)

S pace  C a d e t :  “W h a t  w as th e  first 

th in g  y o u  said? C o k e?  I ’ll haye  th a t .” 

W aitress : ( r u n n in g  s c re a m in g  aw ay 

f ro m  table)

L i te r  o n  y o u ’ll e n d  u p  lis ting  eveiy  

appet ize r ,  salad d ress ing , pasta  d ish , 

s ide  i tem , a n d  dessert  in  th e  en t i re  

re s tau ran t ,  s o m e t im e s  tw o  o r  th re e  

tim es . All o f  th is  c o u ld  b e  re m e d ie d  

b y  a q u ic k  g la n c e  a t  the  m e n u .

B u t,  besides  th e  occasiona l d iff i 

cu lty ,  w a itre ss ing  is m ig h ty  fulfilling. 

1 lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  m a n y  full years as a 

service p rofessional,  m y  college d e 

gree  raped  w istftilly  to  th e  in s ide  o f  

[iiy ch ec k  b in d e r . . .

W aitress : (w ith  a h o p e fu l  lo o k  in 

h e r  eye) “A n d  w h ile  y o u ’re d e c id in g  

o n  an  a p p et ize r ,  w o u ld  y o u  like to  

k n o w  a b o u t  th e  a n c ie n t  c iviliz;uions 

o f  E g y p t  a n d  M e s o p o ta m ia ? ” 

C u s to m e r ;  (b e a t in g  c h i ld re n  w ith  

th e  tab le  te n t)  “S h u t  u p  a n d  b r in g  m e  

s o m e  b a c o n  b its!” (leers m e n a c in g ly )  

“B y  th e  w ay , y ’all g o t  M ic h  Lite  o n  

d ra f t?”

m
For Your Infornialion

academic notices
Undergraduate Research - Summer Research Grant Proposals 
deadline, KH 126 (x6122) • 2 /27

uary 
12 

thru
february 19

UNCA
FYI is a service 

of the Student 

Activities and 
Student Affairs 

offices.

FYI is pulished each Thursday. 
Deadline to submit inform ation is 

Friday a t noon, for the follow ing 
week's publication. N ext deadline: 
February 13. Send a  copy with 
basic inform ation to The Banner, c /o  

A d  M anager, (3H 2 0 8 A o r S. 

McDonald, HC 27.

athletics

Women's Basketball vs. UMBC, 2pm, JG • 2 /14  
Men's Basketball vs.UMBC, 4pm, JG • 2 /14  
Men's Tennis vs. Citadel, Noon, JC Courts * 2 /1 5  
Baseball vs. WCU, 2:30 pm, GF • 2 /17  
Men's Basketball vs. Elon, 7:30, JG • 2 /18

career opportunities/jobs
inner Harbour Adventure Camp - Summer jobs - visit Patrick Kelly, 
10am-1pm, HC (v/ebsite link from Career Center homepage - 
vmv/.unca.edu/career) • 2 /17
Resume Review ■ appointments available, 1 -4pm, Mon., Tues., Thurs., 
WHC 101 or email n v /h ite @  bulldog

WNC Consortium Job Fair, Grove Park Inn (4/14) - see Career Center 
homepage for registered employers - uf>date v/eekly

concerts/live entertainment
Harlem Rockets Comedy Basketball Team vs. UNCA Faculty/Staff/ 
Students/Alumni, 7:30pm, JG, Free to UNCA students • 2 /12  
"People Who Must" - great college band, 9:30pm, HC Lounge , Free • 

2 /13
Tim Haden Trio, jazz. Noon to 1:30pm, Dining Hall * 2 /1 4  
"The Kingfisher's Wing", theatre, 8pm, HLH, $3 students (spon. by 
Bahai Assoc.) (281-2379) * 2 /16
Theatre UNCA: "I am a Camera", CBT (Box Office 232-2291) (Special 
Student Previewr - $5 • 2/18) • 2 /18-2 /22

Food Service Committee Open Meeting, 5pm, PDR * 2 /1 6  
Dining Hall nev/ hours - dinner Monday thru Thurs., 4:45-7pm

s '̂ S  Table, guest speaker - Dr. Marcel Andrade "Misconceptions
re: C. Columbus", Noon-1pm, PDR • 2 /18
Poetry Reading/ Talk by Janet SyKrester, 7pm, Laurel Forum (x6411)

• 2 /1 9

homecoming '98 - "cruisin thru the decades"

Homecoming King & Queen Voting, 10am-5pm, RL *2/12; 10am-3pm, RL & 4- 
6pm, PH • 2 /13; 2-6pm, JG • 2 /14  
Spirit Banner/Poster Making, Noon-4pm, HC • 2 /13  
Parade - over 20 entries & floats. Grand Marshall WLOS' Gary Stephenson, 

4:45pm, Univ. Heights - Dining Hall to JC» 2/13 
Pep Rally, 8:30-9:30pm, JC • 2 /13  
Moviethon- "Air Force One ", 11:30pm, H/c Lounge * 2 / 1 3  
Party at Biltmore Estate- Deerpark Restaurant, 9:30pm-1:30am, free shuttles 
from UNCA Dining Hall, $5 students with UNCA I.D., $10 guests * 2 / 1 4

leadership opportunities

"The Leadership Myth" - understanding team  concept, by Melinda 
Costello, 5-6pm , PDR (sign up in HC 48) (x6588) * 2 / 1 8  
Greek Intern Position Available, apply in HC 27 • by 2 /19  
Resource Center/Leadership Library - outside HC 37

lectures/workshops/seminars

thruMarilyn Murphy Exhibition, visiting artist, Univ. Gallery, OH 

2 /2 4
.  Scott Woodard Exhibition, 2nd floor Gallery, OH • thru 2 /25
• Alumni Art Exhibit, Ramsey Library (x6336) • thru 2 /28
• UNCA Art Majors Exhibition, Asheville Gallery of Art, 16 College St. 

(x6875) ‘ thru 2 /28

I Q
.  "Air Force One ", 11:30pm -1:30am, HC L o u n g eJx 6 6 7 5 )j^ 2 /^

Last Lecture by Prof. Chris Bell, 7pm, HC Lounge (spon. by UP) (x6244)
• 2 /16
"Home Again: On Returning to Israel on the Eve of Israel's 50th Anniv.", 
by Dr. Rick Chess, 7pm, OCC (x6576) • 2 /17
"In Search of Everest", by Adrian Burgess, British Mountaineer, 8pm, HC 

Lounge (x6001) * 2 / 1 9

organizations/special programs
Spirit Chain: Buy a link for 25 cents - proceeds to help prevent drug abuse 
(spon. by Alpha Phi Omega) • thru 2 /14
"The Healing Force" - stimulate cultural awareness, community service, 

perf. arts, 7pm, HC Lounge (spon. by BSU, PCF, UMCM) (258-3817) * 3 /5

outdoor activities (sign up in HC)

Ojiler Banks - Spring Break Trip, $175 includes most meals, equip., guides, 
travel & camp fee - sign up now • 3/14-3/21

tickets-discounts-hc27"10am to 4pm

Nat'l Theatre of the Deaf ■ "Peer Gynt," $5 students • 2 /24-2 /25  
Charlotte Hornets, $10, February games on sale: 2 /28  (x6584) 
Movie tickets to local United Artists theatres - $4 for students 
Wolf Laurel Tickets-$10 (regular $15) good any day/time; Student ID

volunteer opportunities
Be a "Busytown Busybody" - help children ages 2-10 & their families enjoy 
the tov/n created by author Richard Scarry at the Health Adventure, Pack Place
• to volunteer, call 251-6588 

Lewis Rathbun Wellness Center - 251-0595 
Isaac Dickson Elementary - 281-3700/232-4120


