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Sports
^ e b r u

UNCA falls to Radford, Liberty

PHOTO BY PRESTON GANNAWAY

UNCA’s women’s basketball team fell to 2-8 in the Big South after a loss to Liberty Feb. S

By Andrew Pearson
s ta ff  W rite r

T h e  U N C A  w o m e n ’s basketball  

team  s p e n t  th e  last w e e k  fac in g  the  

B ig  S o u th  C o n f e r e n c e ’s t o p  tw o  

team s,  R a d fo r d  a n d  Liberty .

R adford  p ic k e d  u p  its s e c o n d  o n e -  

p o in t  v ic to r y  o v e r  U N C A  this  sea

s o n ,  7 7 - 7 6 ,  to  stay  in th e  h u n t  for 

the  B ig  S o u t h  C o n f e r e n c e  regular  

season title. U N C A  also lo s t  to  

L i b e r t y  8 3 - 6 1  o n  F e b .  9 in  

L yn ch b u rg ,  Va.

S o p h o m o r e  F o r w a r d  D a n a  

P o la k o w sk i ,  w h o  led  U N C A  w ith  

14 p o in ts  an d  seven  r eb o u n d s ,  said  

th e  team  felt  le t  d o w n  after the  

gam e.

“W e  w ere  very  d i s a p p o in te d  b e 

cause  w e  had m a d e  an e n t ir e  team  

effort  an d  p layed  hard. W e  really  

w a n te d  to  c o m e  o u t  w i t h  th e  w in ,  

b u t  u n fo r tu n a te ly  that  w a s n ’t th e  

c a se ,” P o la k o w sk i  said.

T h e  H ig h la n d e r s  carried a 4 3 - 3 4  

lead i n to  h a lf t im e ,  b u t  th e  B u l ld o g s  

u s e d s tr o n g  post  p lay  b y  P olakow sk i ,  

forward E lisa Fellers,  a n d  fr e sh m an  

N i c o l e  S a m p s o n  in th e  s e c o n d  h a l f  

to  c l im b  b ack  in to  th e  c o n te s t .

H o w e v e r ,  U N C A  s tru gg led  fr om  

th e  fr e e - th r o w  l in e ,  s h o o t in g  55  

p e r ce n t  in th e  s e c o n d  h a l f

M itc h e l l  scor e d  her  t e a m ’s last 11 

p o in ts ,  a n d  m a t c h e d  her  career h igh  

w ith  2 8  p o in ts .  S h e  s h o t  six  for  n in e  

from  b e h in d  the  arc w h e r e  s h e  c u r 

ren tly  ranks 1 2 th  in the  n a t io n  in 

three p o in t  s h o o t in g  a ccu racy  at  4 5  

percent .

H ig h la n d e r s  J en n ifer  G r a n d  an d  

Kell i T u l l  a d d e d  19 a n d  18 p o in ts ,  

respectively .

T h e  B u l l d o g s  w e r e  l e d  b y  

P o la k o w sk i ,  w h o  scor e d  a te am -  

h ig h  14 p o in t s  a n d  p u l le d  d o w n  

s ev e n  r eb ou n d s .

G u a r d A m y  F reed  scored  l 4 p o i n t s  

and S a m p so n  c o n tr ib u te d  10 p o in ts  

in the  los ing  effort.  S e n io r  A m a n d a  

B rewer d is h e d  o u t  six  assists  an d  

P o in t  G uard M a n d y  E dwards add ed  

f ive assists for U N C A .

T h e  B u l ld o g s  p la y e d  w i t h o u t  

E m i ly  H i l l ,  th e  B ig  S o u t h ’s s e c o n d  

le a d in g  scorer.

H i l l  returned to  th e  l in e u p  for  th e  

B u l ld o g ’s n e x t  g a m e  o n  Feb .  9  as 

U N C A  traveled to  th e  V in e s  C e n 

ter in L y n c h b u r g  to  face u n d e fe a te d  

L iberty  U niversity .

T h e  F lam es  (21 -0 )  a lo n g  w i t h  th e  

c o u n t r y ’s to p  ranked team , t h e T e n -  

nessee  V o lu n te e r s ,  rem ain  th e  o n ly  

t w o  u n d e fe a te d  team s  in  N C A A  

D iv i s io n  I W o m e n ’s B asketball .

L iberty  forw ard E len a  Kisselva,  

th e  o d d s  o n  favorite  to  w in  B ig  

S o u th  Player o f  the  Year, p o u r e d  in 

2 8  po in ts ,  m a d e  fou r  steals , and  

p u lle d  d o w n  12 r eb o u n d s  to  pace  

the  F lam es  to  a 8 3 - 6 1  v ictory .

H i l l ,  w h o  led the  B u l ld o g s  w i th  

17 p o in ts  an d  a te a m - h ig h  seven  

reb o u n d s ,  said  U N C A  c a m e  in to  

the  g a m e  prepared.

“W e  b r o u g h t  in o u r  g a m e  plan  

a n d  w e  p layed  as hard as w e  co i i ld  

bu t  it just d i d n ’t h a p p e n ,” said Hill .

F r e e d  s c o r e d  14  p o in t s ,  a n d  

P o la k o w sk i  tu rn ed  in a n o th e r  so l id  

p e r f o r m a n c e  a c c u m u l a t i n g  1 1 

p o in ts  a n d  three steals.

'Fhe F lam es  h e ld  th e  B u l ld o g s ’ field  

goal pe r ce n ta g e  d o w n  to  3 3  p e r ce n t  

for th e  gam e.

U N C A  n e x t  g a m e  w il l  be  at  h o m e  

in the  Ju s t ic e  C e n te r  for  H o m e 

c o m i n g  a n d  their  final h o m e  c o n 

feren ce  g a m e  aga inst  th e  U M B C  

Retrievers o n  Feb.  14  at 2  p .m .  

H il l  said  th e  team  w il l  prepare  this  

w e e k  for th e  U M B C  g a m e  the  sa m e  

w a y  th e y  have  a p p r o a c h e d  all their  

g a m e s  th is  season.

U N C A  H e a d  C o a c h  K ath le en  

W e b e r  also  a n n o u n c e d  a m ajor  a d 

d i t io n  to  th e  B u l ld o g  p r ogr am  th is  

w eek .  N o r t h  C a r o l in a  A & T  guard  

L a T a n ia  M c I n t y r e ,  w h o  has trans

ferred in th is  sem ester ,  a n d  w il l  be  

e l ig ib le  to  p la y  n e x t  season  after fall 

sem este r  exam s.

M c I n ty r e ,  5 ’6", fr o m  H y a n n is ,  

M d . ,  averaged 1 8 .6  p o in t s  a g a m e  

a n d  s h o t  4 0  p e r ce n t  fr om  three  

p o in t  range  o n  he r  w a y  to  a 1 9 9 7  

f ir s t-team  M E A C  c o n fe r e n c e  se le c 

t io n  in  her  last season  at N o r t h  

C a r o l in a  A & T .

Bulldog win streak M 
over, holds on to first 
place in Big South

By Chris Garner
S ports  E d ito r

T h e  U N C A  m e n ’s basketball  team  

lo s t  its first B ig  S o u th  c o n fe r e n c e  

g a m e  o n  Feb .  7  aga inst  th e  R adford  

U n iv e r s i ty  H ig h la n d e r s  9 1 - 8 7  in  

R ad ford ,  V a .  A  7 5 - 5 9  v ic to r y  over  

L iberty  U n iv e r s i ty  at h o m e  o n  Feb.  

9  gave  th e  B u l ld o g s  a 9 -1  c o n fe r 

e n c e  record, w h i c h  a l lo w e d  th e m  to  

h o ld  o n  to  first p lace  in th e  Big  

S o u th .

“R adford  w as very aggress ive in 

the  g a m e , ” U N C A  H e a d  C o a c h  

E d d ie B ie d e n b a c h  said. “W e p la y e d  

hard, b u t  w e  d id  n o t  p lay real g o o d . ” 

“W e  p la y e d  hard e n o u g h  that w e  

w ere  in th e  g a m e ,  a n d  had a c h a n c e  

to  w in ,  b u t  w h e n  y o u  d o  n o t  play  

really well  o n  th e  road, th en  y o u  are 

just fo r tu n a te  to b e  in the  g a m e  in 

th e  e n d , ” B ie d e n b a c h  said.

J u n io r  F orw ard  K evin  M art in  lead  

the  B u l ld o g s  in s c o r in g  w i th  18. 

S e n io r s  R o b e r t  S t e v e n s o n ,  Josh  

P i t tm a n ,  V i n c e n t  Krieger, a n d  j u n 

ior Ju e l ian  F lo w e r s  all scored  in the  

d o u b le -d ig i t s .

P i t tm a n  also  p u lle d  d o w n  a team -  

h ig h  e ig h t  r e b o u n d s  for U N C A .

A c c o r d in g  to  B ie d e n b a c h ,  the  

B u l ld o g s  h a d  a c h a n c e  to  w in  w h e n  

th e y  w e r e  u p  81 - 8 0  w i th  tw o  m i n 

utes  le f t  in  th e  g a m e ,  b u t  a m issed  

th r e e -p o in te r  b y  U N C A ,  a nsw ered  

b y a  R a d fo r d  th r e e -p o in te r  gave the  

H ig h la n d e r s  th e  m o m e n t u m  to pull  

o f f  th e  w in .

O n  F eb .  9  in th e  J ust ice  C enter ,  

U N C A  f o u n d  th e  k e y  to  success  

again  as t h e y  d e fe a te d  th e  Liberty  

F la m e s  7 5 - 5 9 .

P i t tm a n  h a d  an o u t s ta n d in g  n ig h t  

as h e  t a l l i e d  31  p o i n t s ,  w h i c h  

b o o s t e d  h i m  to  1 , 4 3 7  career p o in ts  

a n d  s e v e n t h  p lace  o n  t h e  U N C A  

career s c o r in g  list.

S t e v e n s o n  a n d  M a r t in  b o t h  scored  

in  d o u b le -d ig i t s  as w e l l  w i t h  19  a n d  

11 ,  respective ly .

“J o s h  w a s  t r e m e n d o u s , ” 

B ie d e n b a c h  said. “H e  real ly t o o k  

th e  g a m e  o v e r  in  th e  s e c o n d  h a l f

a n d  p layed  w e ll  b o t h  o n  offense 

a n d  d e fe n s e  

L iberty  g ave  B u l ld o g  fans a scare 

as th e y  led at  h a l f t im e  3 5 - 3 0 ,  but 

U N C A  o u t s c o r e d  th e  F lam es  45- 

2 4  in  th e  s e c o n d  h a l f  to  g ive  the 

B u lld o g s  th e  final advan tage .  

“T h i s  is a great w i n  for  us against 

a t o u g h  te am  after a to u g h  

S a tu r d a y ,” B ie d e n b a c h  said . “We 

s tru gg led  in th e  first half ,  b u t  we 

really t o o k  it u p  a n o t c h  a n d  g o t  the 

j o b  d o n e . ”

T h e  B u l ld o g s  face th e  University 

o f M a r y la n d - B a l t im o r e  C o u n t y  on 

Feb. 14  for U N C A ’s hom com ing  

ga m e .  U M B C ,  a predominantlv  

fr e sh m an  te a m ,  is th ird  in th e  con 

teren ce  b e h in d  R a d fo r d  

“ U M B C  is real ly  a th le t ic  and cai 

s h o o t  t h e  b a l l  r e a l l y  w e  

B ie d e n b a c h  said.  “B u t  w i th  anj 

y o u n g g u y s  th a ta r e  ta le n ted ,  ifthn
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start h i t t in g  o n  th e  r ight s troke  am 

hit  a c o u p l e  o f  t h r e e ’s w h e n  

c o u n t s ,  th e n  th e  g a m e  is o v e r .”

I f  R a d fo r d  w in s  all o f  their  rc 

m a i n i n g c o n f e r e n c e g a m e s .U N C i  

has to  w i n  a g a in s t  U M B C ,  t h e n  

th e ir  las t  c o n f e r e n c e  gaim 

against  W i n t h r o p  to  c l in c h  th e  con

ference  c h a m p i o n s h i p  a n d  receivci 

f ir s t -roun d  b y e  in th e  B ig  Soutli 

to u r n a m e n t  o n  Feb .  2 5 - 2 8  at Lib

erty U n iv e r s i t y  in  L y n c h b u r g ,  Va.

B ie d e n b a c h  say^ th e  last tw o  con

ference  w in s  are critical for his  team.

“W e  have  to  w in  th e s e  last games,' 

B ie d e n b a c h  said . “W e  o n l y  g o  one 

at a t im e ,  so  U M B C  is it for us ri: 

b u t  lo o k i n g  at th e  overall 

pictu re ,  R a d fo r d ’s last g a m e  o f  tkj 

year at  L iberty  c o u ld  b e  significanl' 

for t h e m . ”

“W e  w a n t  to  w in  th ese  g a m e s  and 

g e t  ready for th e  c o n fe r e n c e  tour

n a m e n t , ” B ie d e n b a c h  said .

Baseball has high hopes for 1998 season
By Amanda Huston

S ta ff W rite r

Flead baseball  c oach .  Bill H il l ier ,  

look s  forward to  a p r o m is in g  sea 

son  as his  team  prepares lor  1 9 9 8 .

“ I like the  m a k e u p  o f  o u r  team  

th is  year ,” C o a c h  H il l ier  said . “W e  

have  g o o d  ath letes  at every  p o s i t io n  

n o w ,  a n d  th is  past fall was  b y  far the  

m o s t  c o m p e t i t iv e  tall w e  have  had  

s in c e  I have  been  he r e .”

T h e  o p t im is m  e ru p te d  from  the  

success  th e  B u l ld o g s  e n jo y e d  late in 

the  season  last year w i th  v ictor ies  

over  their  last four league  g am es ,  

a n d  w in s  in six o f  their  last n in e  

gam es .

T h e s e  w in s  p u sh e d  th e  B u l ld o g s  

in to  fi f th p lace  in league  play,  just  

m is s in g  a berth to the  1 9 9 7  B ig  

S o u th  tou rn am ent ,  w h ic h  takes o n ly  

th e  t o p  four team s in th e  league.

“W e  have  m ad e  progress,  a n d  1 

t h in k  w h a t  w e  d id  at th e  e n d  o f  th e  

year last season s h o w e d  that,  b u t  w e  

w a n t  to  m a k e  m o r e  p r o g r e s s ,” 

C o a c h  H il l ier  said.  “W e  w a n t  to  

m a k e  th e  B ig  S o u th  to u r n a m e n t  

th is  year an d  w e  w a n t  to  m a k e  s o m e  

n o is e  w h e n  w e  get  th ere .” 

A c c o r d in g  to  C o a c h  H il l ier ,  the  

league  w il l  be  w ell  b a la n ce d  th is  

year, a n d  the  key  to  a successfu l  

season w ill  be  to  w i n the  early games.

T h e  B u l ld o g  p i t c h in g  s t a f f  c o u ld  

b e  o n e  o f  U N C A ’s b iggest  s tren gths

th is  season,  a c co r d in g  to  C o a c h  

Hil l ier .

“O n  every level o f  baseball ,  p i t c h 

in g  is so  im p o r t a n t ,” C o a c h  H i l l ier  

said. “W e  m u s t  have  g o o d  p i t c h 

ing,  a n d  i f  w e  can b u i ld  o n  last 

year’s success  w i t h  o u r  p i t c h in g ,  

th en  it c o u ld  be  a great year for ou r  

p r o g r a m .”

W it h  the B u l ld o g s ’ e x p e r ie n c e d  

p i t c h in g  s ta f f  a n d  ta lented  inf ie ld ,  

th e  team  c o u n t s  o n  their  d e p t h  for  

w i n s t h i s s e a s o n ,a c c o r d in g t o C o a c h  

Hil l ier .

The B u l ld o g s ’ n o n - c o n fe r e n c e  

s c h e d u le  is d e m a n d in g  in order  to  

prepare th em  for B ig  S o u th  c o n fe r 

e n c e  p lay ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  C o a c h  

H ill ier .  U N C A  w il l  face G e o r g ia ,  

T e n n e s s e e ,  C l e m s o n ,  a n d  W a k e  

F orest  aw ay  in a d d i t io n  to  h o m e  

g a m e s  w i th  O h i o  U n iv e r s i ty ,  W e s t 

ern C arolina ,  and  Sam ford .

C o a c h  H  illier said h e  has n o t  sugar- 

c o a te d  th in gs  for  the  c lu b ,  an d  has  

m a d e  the  team  u n ders tand  that th ey  

are u n d e rd ogs  in a lot o f  their  gam es.

“T o  b e  g o o d ,  y o u  have  to  p lay  

g o o d  team s,  a n d  th a t ’s the  w a y  w e  

ap p roac h  o u r s c h e d u l in g ,” C o a c h  

H il l ier  said.  “W e  lik e  o u r  s ch ed u le ,  

a n d  th in k  w e  have  a g o o d  s c h e d u le  

b o t h  h o m e  a n d  aw ay  th is  season.  

W e  have  the  po ten t ia l  to  b e  a N C A A  

regional te a m ,  b u t  p o te n t ia l  is a 

d a n g er o u s  w o r d . ”

O n  to p  o f w i n n i n g  the  early gam es ,  

C o a c h  H il l ier  said  the  k e y  to  a 

successfu l  season is c o n s i s t e n c y ,  fo 

cus ,  a n d  c o n c e n tr a t io n .

“A n y  team  that ever  w in s  c h a m p i 

o n s h ip s ,  or  w in s  o n  a c o n s is ten t  

basis ,  has a t r e m e n d o u s  focus  and  

d e d ic a t i o n , ” C o a c h  H i l l ie r  said.  “It 

is hard to  go  o u t  every  d a y  to  play  

hard an d  e x e c u t e .”

T h e  B u l ld o g s  c o u ld  be  p lay in g  up  

to seven  g a m e s  a w e e k ,  n o w  that the  

season  has b e g u n .  T h e y  have  been  

tra in ing  tw ic e  a day ,  a n d  u s in g  ev 

ery  m in u t e  o f  th e  fou r  hou rs  per 

d a y  practice  t im e  a l lo w e d ,  a ccord 

ing to  s en ior  c o -c ap ta in  B illy  Hillier.

H i l l ier  is e x p e c t e d  to  b e  a d o m i 

n an t  p itch er  for th e  B u l ld o g s  this  

season ,  a c c o r d in g  to  C o a c h  Hill ier.  

C o m i n g  o f f  an arm  injury,  H il l ier  is 

in g o o d  c o n d i t io n ,  a n d  has the m ost  

D iv i s io n  I e x p e r ie n c e  o f  a n y  p itcher  

o n  the  s t a f f  

R e tu r n in g  s e n io r  p i t ch er  S o n n y  

M o s s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  j u n io r s  Josh  

W h i t e ,  E d d ie  W o o d s ,  Jason W h ite ,  

a n d  S h o n  N o r r i s  w il l  p r ov id e  a 

p o w e r fu l  p i t c h in g  s ta f f  n u c le u s  for  

t h e  1 9 9 8  s e a s o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  

H ill ier .

“I real ly l ike th is  s ta f f  b ecause  w e

d i g s  f h e  b ook
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have t]uality  arm s fr o m  t o p  to  b o t 

t o m , ” C o a c h  H i l l ie r  said.

C o a c h  H i l l i e r  feels  that  there  are 

tw o  or three  ju n io r s  o n  th is  year's  

sq u ad  th a t  c o u ld  b e  los t  to  th e  draft  

w ith  a g o o d  season .

N e w c o m e r s  for th e  B u l ld o g s  in 

c lu d e  ca tchers  J a m ie  P ie tra s z k o a n d  

J a m ie J a c o b s ,  in f ie ld e rs ja s o n  Ronai  

a n d  S tev e n  T h o m a s ,  out f ie lders  Bill 

N a y  a n d  S t e p h e n  H u l l ,  a n d  junior  

c o l le g e  transfer T r o y  Stortz.

T h e  B u l ld o g s  o p e n e d  their  season  

o n  Feb. 7  a n d  8  o n  th e  road at E lo n  

C o lle g e .  T h e  B u l ld o g s  los t  to  th e  

F ig h t in g  C h r is t ia n s  8 - 3 ,  7 - 2 ,  and  

7 -  5 i n the  tw o - d a y  road tr ip . . A  14  

4  loss to t h e  F u r m a n  Palad ins  in 

G r e en v i l le ,  S .C .  o n  Feb. 10  gave  

the  B u l ld o g s  an overal l  record o f  0-  

4  o n  th e  season .

U N C A ’s first h o m e  g a m e  w ill  be  

a g a in s t  M a r s h a l l  o n  F eb .  21  at 

G r e e n w o o d  Field .

J S A C ^ i-S O ls i

CIJEIkMIJIkll»J9k^

5 DAY SKI & V T  B order ^  1
SNOWBOARD LIFT TICKET '

5 NIGHT LODGING, LUXURY ^ r  W .m j§ X  
CONDO, FULLY EQUIP.

5 DAYS & NIGHT OF COLLEGIATl^ %
PARTtES. CONTESTS ETC.

Students from aven so  U.S. Colleges wiivsr
Grpup Leader & Campus ttep Discounts **SN(

Call Of E-Mail for a free color brochure 
www.skitraveLeom
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ORLY
THE ONE AND ONLY 

MATCHMAKER

WHAT IS THE MEDIA 
SAYING ABOUT ORLY?

The Phil D onahue Show
“Orly is a unique personal matchmaker..
Ron R e ^ a n  Show 
■‘Orly, bom a matchmaker...”
Sally Jesse Rafael Show
“Orly’s service is designed for the professionals.
AM Los Angeles Show
“two of Orly’s clients were married live oni
show.. .The wedding of the year”
Eyewitness News (ABC)
“Orly, world renowned matchmaker..
KTLA M orning News 
“Orly, matchmaker in action... ”
Jew ish  T.V. Network
“Orly is a real marriage broker.,.”
M ontel Williams Show
“Orly’s clients are the cream de la cream..
AM Philadelphia Show
“Orly’s clients are simply top of the line..."
G eveland Tonight Show
“Orly, a touch of class,.
Orange County News C hannel 
“Orly is champagne wishes..
AM Northwest Show, Oregon 
“Orly the one and only matchmaker...”
Good Evening Seatde Show 
“Orly is an investment in your future..
The Dimi Petty Show, Canada 
“Orly has a sixtli sense...”
National Enquirer
“Orly has a dream date for you..
O r a r ^  County Register
“Orly has a match for the sincere singles..."
The H e rit^ e  Weekly
“Orly is nationally and internationally known.
Los Angeles Times
“Orly matches the rich and successful... ”
Dallas M orning Newspaper
“Orly made countless introduaions..
Beverly Hills Today
“Orly is the Rolls Royce of matchmaking..."
K B Talk Radio
“Orly, a matchmaker with a sixth sense...” 
WLAC Nashville Radio
“Orly is a celebrity matchmaker...”
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