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Students punished in harassment case
By Samantha Hartmann

staff W riter 

Nicole Miller
Copy Editor

The University  C o n d u c t  B oard  has taken 

disciplinary action against fou r  s tudents , 

all m em bers o f  the  track  team , w ho  were 

recently investigated for harassm ent.
Charles Schabel, a ju n io r  m eteorology 

major, filed an investigation report  w ith  

public safety on  Sept. 26, s ta ting  tha t  he 

was assaulted, ridiculed, hum iliated  by jokes

o f  a sexual nature, an d  h ad  his bookbag  
defecated upon.

According to Ryan H o b d ay ,  the  p r im ary  

offender in the investigation report,  he  and  
D avid  Jordan, w ho  ad m it te d  in his state

m en t  to public  safety th a t  he  defecated on 

Schabel’s bookbag, have been required  to 
move off  cam pus by  the  U niversity  C o n 

duc t  Board.

“As far as the track  team , we are getting 

d i f f e r e n t  p u n i s h m e n t s  f r o m  S ta n  
R osen thal,” head m e n ’s /w o m e n ’s track  

coach, said H obday . “B ut as o f  right now, 

everybody is still on  the  track team .”
K urt W ilson and  M a tt  T a th a m ,  who  were

listed as additional suspects in the  investi
ga tion  report, said they d id  no t take part  in 

the harassm ent.
“O u r  names were no t even m en tio n ed  in 

this w hole  th ing  until  we vo lunteered  to  let 
Ryan su b m it  o u r  names as witnesses,” said 

T a th am . “I f  we had  know n all o f  this s tu ff  
was going to  com e dow n, I d o u b t  we w ou ld  

have let ourselves get involved.

“(T ath am  and  I) just got pulled  in to  i t ,” 

said W ilson . “T h e y  just associated us w i th ” 
H o b d a y  an d  Jordan . “Because w e’re on  the  

c rosscountry  team , (public safety) assumed 

we were guilty w ith  them.
“I w ou ld  like to sit dow n face-to-face w ith

som eone  in a position o f  au th o ri ty  and  

m aybe Charles too, and  just talk ,” said 
W ilson. “I really th ink  we cou ld  resolve o u r  

involvem ent in the  matter. D avid  obvi
ously messed up. H e  should  have never 

used the  ba th room  on Charles’ bag .”
“I th in k  Ryan and D avid  are the  guilty  

ones,” said Schabel. “I d o n ’t th in k  K urt 
an d  M a t t  deserve p u n ish m en t .” Schabel 

also said that he offered assistance to T a th a m  

an d  W ilson  in their efforts to  appeal their 

pun ishm ents .
W ilson  said his p u n ish m en t consisted o f  

five hours o f  co m m u n ity  service w ith  p u b 

lic safety, a letter o f  apology to Schabel, and

a letter to his track coach explaining his 

involvement.
“T h ere  was alcohol in tervention  that I 

had  to go to, bu t tha t  got d ro p p e d ,” said 
W ilson , w ho  was n o t  d rink ing  on  the  night 

the  incident occurred. “T h ey  are still stick
ing w ith  the o ther  s tu f f  I am  going to fight 

it. I d o n ’t th in k  I deserve the  p u n ish m en t .” 
T a th a m  said his p u n ish m en t  was similar 

to W ilso n ’s, b u t  he also has to  participate in 

alcohol intervention.
“1 was caught d rinking, and 1 adm itted  to 

d r ink ing ,” said T a th am . “I f  I have to go to
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Tuition faces 
regulations

By Shauii Cashman
s ta ff W riter

A T u it io n  Policy T ask  Force p u t  

together by  the  Board o f  G overnors  
has released its report o f  sugges

tions to establish a m ore  systematic 
process for regulating tu it io n  in  the 

U N C  system.
U n d e r  the  new  policy, “it o u g h t  to 

be a lot easier for s tudents to  fore
cast w h a t  their tu it ion  is going to 

be,” said professor o f  econom ics 
Bruce Larson, w ho w orked  o n  the 
T ask  Force. “C hanges in tu it io n  

will be m ore  orderly .”
T h e  report  m ain ta ins the  s ta te’s 

policy o f  an  affordable, h igh -qual 
ity education , b u t  places the  pow er 
and  responsibility o f  m ain ta in ing  

tu it ion  levels u n d e r  the  d irec tion  o f  

the B oard  o f  Governors.
U n d e r  the  proposal, the  B oard  

w ould  approve tu it ion  changes one 

year in advance, a n d  th e  16 cam 

puses w ou ld  have to  p resent budge t 

proposals ou tlin ing  reasons for any 

increases.
“I suspect there  will n o t  be a  lot o f  

c h an g e  in  te rm s  o f  t u i t i o n  at 

U N C A ,” said Larson.
In  the  report,  the  T ask  Force d e 

t e rm in e d  th a t  th e re  sh o u ld  be 

stricter contro ls on  tu it io n  rates in 

N o r th  Carolina.
T h e  Board o f  G overnors approved 

the new tin tion  policy on  N ov. 1 3, 
then sent it to the  state Legislature 

for final approval.
T h e  study was a result o f  the  1997 

N o r th  C aro lina  State B udget Act, 

which directed the Board o f  G over

nors to co n d u c t  a study to establish 

firmer tu it ion  policies.
T h e  T ask  Force was com posed o f  

representatives o f  the board , fac

ulty, staff, a n d  students.
A m o n g  the cu rren t  policies being 

evaluated are increases in s tu d en t  
fees. U N C A  has the  highest fee rate 

o f  all 16 U N C  schools at $1,032, 

with almost $400 going towards the 
athletic fee. U N C  Greensboro ranks 

second with $1,003, o f  which about 

$30 0  goes toward athletic fees.

I f  the  tu ition  policy is approved 

by the state Legislature, U N C A  will 

have to validate any increases in 

fees.
C urrently , the  Legislature de ter 

m ines tu it ion  du ring  the budget 

process.
T h a t  system does n o t  allow m uch  

tim e for s tudents and  adm in istra 
t ion  to m ake  inform ed plans con 

cerning stu d en t  payments, and  fi
nancial aid offices are bu rd en ed  
w ith  assisting s tudents in coping 
w ith  unexpected  tu it ion  increases.

In  add it ion  to n o t  having suffi
c ient t im e to  p lan  for tu it io n  in 
creases, the  T ask  Force fo u n d  other 
faults w ith  the  curren t  system used 
by  the  Legislature to de te rm ine  tu 

i tion  fees.
T u i t i o n  cost has increased  an 

average o f  8.1 p e rc e n t  over the  

past 10 years, w h ic h  transla tes  to 
a b o u t  2 .6  p e rcen t  m o re  th a n  the  

g ro w th  o f  p e r  cap ita  pe rsona l in 

co m e  in  N o r t h  C a ro lin a  over the  

sam e pe r io d ,  acco rd in g  to  th e  re 

p o rt .
In  1972, resident tu it ion  an d  fees 

averaged $486 , and  by 1998, that 

has increased to abou t $1 ,791.
H ow ever, co m p ared  to o th e r  

states, U N C  tu ition  increases rank 

am o n g  the smallest in the  nation , 

according the  report.
In  the  report,  the T ask  Force con 

c luded  tha t  current policies gov

ern ing  tu it ion  and  fees could  be 
im proved  by adop ting  a policy 

fram ework that:
- increases the role o f  the Board o f  

G overnors  in managing tuition and 

makes them  accountable for U N C  

institu tion  performance.
- announces changes in tuition 

and  fees in advance.
- refines s tudent financial aid p ro 

grams.
- improves com m unica tion  be

tween the  board and the public  

concern ing  cost o f  education.

- refines the  procedures for c am 
puses to  in it ia te  an d  jus t ify  t u 

i t io n  a n d  fee changes for b o a rd  

co nsidera t ion .
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Going substance-free
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UNCA decided to designate Soutli Ridge Residence Hall a substance-free dormitory starting in the Fall 1999 semester.

SGA tackles suhstance-free housing, other issues

By Mat Peery
s ta ff W riter

The S tu d en t  G o v e rn m en t Asso

ciation continues to pursue  several 
bi 11s a n d i n i t ia t i ves tha t have passed 

this semester and cover a wide range 

o f  issues, including substance-free 

housing, childcare, s tu d en t  fees, 

and  the proposed academ ic h o n o r  

policy.

T h e  creation o f  a substance-free 
housing  program  was in itiated  in 

SG A  after learn ing  th a t  S o u th  

Ridge Residence Hall will becom e 

a  substance-free living area next 

fall, said A lphonso  D o n a ld so n ,  
SG A president.

“T h e  university is m oving  for
w ard  w ith  an  initiative to  m ake 

Sou th  Ridge a substance-free resi

dence hall. W h a t  we th in k  is that 

m ight n o t  be p ru d e n t  at this point, 

and  w h a t  we need to do  is m ake a 
s u b s ta n c e - f r e e  h a ll  in  S o u th  

Ridge,” said D onaldson .
The SGA resolution affirms a 

s tu d e n t’s right to live in a sub 
stance-free area, b u t  on a “per 

hallway” and “voluntary  ” basis, 

a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  b i l l .

Pete W illiams, d irector o f  ho u s 
ing and residence life, said that 

South  Ridge will be a completely 

substance-free do rm  beg inn ing  in 

the  Fall 1999 semester.
“T h ere  is a task force tha t  is 

w ork ing  on  som e o f  the details. 

Basically^ it will be an alcohol and  
smoke-free living facility,” said 

W illiams. In add ition ,  there  are 
o th e r  “wellness” co m p o n en ts  that 

are being discussed, W illiam s said.
T h e  H ous ing  Office anticipates

that it has enough  s tu d en t  in te r 
est in such an env iro n m en t to  fill 

the  112-bed  facility, W illiam s 

said.
SGA is also try ing  to  convince 

the adm inistration  to refund the 

$10 that some studen ts  paid in 
order to stay in the dorm s during  
T hanksgiving break. H ous ing  can 

sh u t  dow n  d o rm s d u r in g  any 
breaks when the school is closed.

D o u g  Jones, c o m m u te r  senator, 

said that he has discussed with the 

adm in istra tion  a possible refund 

o f  that charge to s tuden ts  who 

can dem ons tra te  tha t  they had no 
a lternative o ther  than  staying in 

the  dorm s. An appeals process 

will begin in the  near fu ture  that 

will allow students ' to file those 

requests.
“I d o n ’t believe there  was enough  

prio r  notice” ab o u t  the  charge.

said Jones. “It w asn’t in the resi

dential handbook.
“I d o n ’t have a prob lem  if  they 

rede? the  policy for next year so 

tha t  it is m ore fair to the s tu 
d e n ts , ' said Jones.
In addition to housingconcerns, 

SGA is reorganizing a s tuden t 

referendum on the proposed aca

demic honor  code that was sched
uled for Nov. 30, bu t was can 

celed. Jones said that he lacked 

sufficient inform ation  from fac

ulty m em bers abou t the  proper 

course for im plem entation  for the 

proposed h o n o r  policy.
“W e ’re no t going to  do  anything 

w ith o u t  s tu d e n t  consen t,  and  

th a t ’s w hy  we’re w aiting ,” Jones 

said.
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Voice mail conflict resolved, call waiting returns
By John Stanier

s ta ff W riter

O n -c am p u s  telephones will have the call 

waiting  feature re tu rned  d u e  to  com plain ts 
a n d  pressure from  students . S tudents  will 

have b o th  call waiting  a n d  voice mail avail

able at the  same time.
M ik e  Sm all ,  d i rec to r  o f  un ivers ity  tele 

c o m m u n ic a t io n s ,  said th a t  a  new  system 

has b een  ch o sen , a n d  B e llS o u th  is in  the  
process o f  in s ta l l ing  necessary software 

to  enab le  th e  c am p u s  te le p h o n e  system

to handle b o th  features.
“As soon as they let us k n o w  it is installed, 

we’ll be up  and  ru n n in g  again ,” Small said. 
“I fy o u ’re on  the  p h o n e  an d  a call comes in, 

y ou’ll get the  tone th a t  y o u  have an incom 

ing call,” said Small. “You can e ither go to 
that call right away as you norm ally  would , 

or you can ignore it. I f  you  ignore  it, after 
four rings it will go in to  the  voice mailbox. 

“I t ’s a no-brainer as far as I ’m  concerned ,” 

said Small. “I wish som eone  h ad  po in ted  

this o u t  before we changed  the  system .” 

Kenya Sm ith, a ju n io r  m an ag em en t m a 

jo r  and  resident assistant (R.A.) in Mills 

Hall, has been w ork ing  w ith  Small to get

call waiting  reactivated. S m ith  organized a 

s tu d en t  pe tit ion  to have call waiting  along 

w ith  voice m ail o n  cam pus telephones.
“T h e y  m ade  m e the  sponsor person ,” said 

Sm ith.
“I was already w ork ing  o n  the  problem  

before the  pe tit ion  cam e in ,” Small said. 

“T h a t  m ade  m e try a little harder, I guess. 

I knew  how  valuable the  studen ts  though t  

call waiting  was.”

Small said s tu d en ts ’ concerns were taken 
into consideration , and  th a t  it reinforced 

the  need to  get call waiting  back quickly.
S m ith  said she was initially bo thered  by 

the  change in telephone  service features

because s tuden ts  were no t inform ed. She 

felt th a t  the  change was m ade  w ith o u t  

s tu d en ts’ priorities in m ind. “T h ey  were 
just  going to c u t  it o f f  an d  n o t  tell any 

body ,” said Sm ith .
Small said tha t  this was n o t  the  case. H e  

said there  was never a decision to remove 

the  call w aiting  feature from  s tu d en ts ’ 
phones in favor o f  the voice mail option . 

“T h e  reason we h ad  to stum ble  in to  this, so 

to speak, is because no  one to ld  us this was 

going to be a p ro b lem ,” he said.
Small said tha t  w hen  the university de 

cided to  add voice mail, BellSouth d id  no t 
m en tio n  any poten tia l  conflicts in the  cu r 

ren t system that w ould  have disabled call 
waiting. “W e  kept call waiting  because we 

knew  the students like i t ,” he  said.

Small said the  p rob lem  was a lack o f  
software from BellSouth. “It was aBellSouth 

e n hancem en t that had  to be o n  ou r  system 
tha t  h a d n ’t been installed when  we got our 

basic phone  system,” he said.
Sm ith  said she circulated her pe tit ion  as 

s tudents began to have problem s w ith  the 

services.
Small said he looked at o th e r  schools to
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