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Sports
Baseball loses two to Liberty, one to Davidson

said

By Patrick Alderman
staff Writer

The U N C A  baseball team  was burned  in 

no o u t o f  three gam es against the Flam es  

if Liberty o n  April 3 0  and M a y  1, before  

ailing prey to  D a v id so n  6-1 in a single  

lame on  M a y  4.

Bulldog head coach  Bill H illier  says h e  is 

joking for a strong finish  to the season  

roing in to  the  B ig  S ou th  C on feren ce  T o u r-  

lament.

To this p o in t, it has been  a d isappoin ting  

tar for m e ,” said H illier . “I’m  sure it has 

leen for the  team  to o , but w e  still have the  

ournament to  lo o k  forward to.

“W e ’re kind  o f  banged up  and kind  o f  

d ow n  m entally  right n o w ,” said Hillier. 

“B ut I th ink  our guys realize that, go ing  

in to  that tournam ent, there is n o  o n e  d o m i
nant team  (in the conference),” said Hillier.

Liberty to o k  the first gam e o f  the  series 9- 

1 on  their h o m e  field in Lynchburg, Va. on  

April 30 .

T h e  Flam es sparked o f f  w ith  a 7 -0  lead  

after tw o  inn ings and kept the heat on  

U N C A , h o ld in g  them  scoreless until the  

seventh  inning.

T h e  gam e was b o th  w o n  and lost o n  the  

m o u n d  as Liberty starter D arren A dam s  

gave away o n ly  five hits and o n e  run in his 

seven inn ings p itched, w h ile  senior E ddie  

W o o d s  struggled for the B ulldogs, han d 

ing ou t  five walks, four hits and seven runs
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JNCA junior Pete IVIeterko avoids being picked off at first base.

in his tw o  inn ings p itched.

In the  first gam e o f  a doubleheader  

o n  the fo llow in g  day, U N C A  cam e  

o u t  strong w ith  a 3 -0  lead, scoring  

o n ce  in the  second  and tw ice  in the  

third inning.

Liberty started its com eb ack  in the  

fourth, scoring on e , then bursting  

back into  action  in the  fifth w ith  five  

runs to rack up  the  w in n in g  total o f

6-3 .
A  single from  Flam es catcher Scot-  

tie Scott, a w alk  for first basem an  

Ryan M cC le llan , a sacrifice fly from  

outfielder Steve Baker, and a line  

drive to  the  base um pire by third  

basem an Joh n  B o n a  loaded up the  

bases for Liberty in the  fifth inning.

A n  error b y  B u lldogs’ sop h om ore  

second  basem an Jason Ronai allowed  

Scott  and  M cC le llan  to cross h om e  

plate w h ile  B o n a  reached third.

T h e  F lam es’ Jay Sullinger stole sec

o n d  after his erred single, fo llow ed  by  

a single from  outfielder T rey M iller  

w h o  reached seco n d  on  a throw  to  

the  plate w h ile  Sullinger and Bona  

ran h om e.

M iller crossed h o m e  plate for the  

inn ing’s fifth and final run on  a double  

to center field  b y  F lam es’ shortstop  

A n th o n y  Pennix.
W o o d s  and junior third basem an  

Steph en  D e y o  led the B u lldogs at the  

plate, each go in g  tw o  for four w hile  

left fielder T r o y  Stortz drove in the  

lon e  RBI for U N C A .

Freshm an Judson  Ballard to o k  the  

loss b y  w ay  o f  five hits, six runs and  

four walks in his seven -in n in g  effort.

Josh Brey p itched  a solid  n ine  in 

nings for Liberty, giv ing away seven  

hits, three runs and o n e  walk.
G a m e tw o  o f  the  doubleheader  

turned o u t  to be a battle o f  the p itch 

ing  staffs as the B u lldogs pulled  o u t  a 3 -2  

victory.
U N C A  to o k  an early lead o f  1-0 as Stortz, 

w h o  was w alked to  first and m ade it to  

second  o n  a passed ball, crossed the plate  

o n  a center field single b y  D e y o  in the first 

inn ing.
Liberty tied up  the  contest  in the b ottom  

o f  the second  w h e n  M cC lellan  stole second  

ofifa w alk and was ushered h o m e o n  a single  

to left field b y  Bona.
U N C A  cou n terp un ch ed  in the third w ith  

a solo  h o m e  run o f f  W o o d s ’ bat.

In the seventh , a walk put the Flam es on  

first and secon d , and a d ou b le  by Pennix  

d o w n  the left line brought in the  tying run. 

Liberty had a chance to  take the w in  in the  

eighth  w h en  outfielder T im  Strong hit a 

p inch  h it triple w ith  o n e  ou t, but he was left 

standing w ith  n o  chance o f  m aking it hom e. 
U N C a  m arked up the w m n m g  run w h en  

R onai was sacrificed to  second, and then  

brought in by a single to  left center by  

senior first basem an Josh W h ite , to wrap it 

up 3-2 .

PHOTO BY TRAVIS BARKER

UNCA catcher Brett IVIuhlhan waits on a pitch during the Bulldogs' game 
against Davidson on May 4.

Senior relief p itcher Jason W h ite  picked  

up his sixth w in  o f  the season, throw ing  for 

tw o  innings, g iv in g  up  three h its, w alk ing  

tw o  and striking o u t  one.
A gainst the W ildcats o f  D av id so n  C o l 

lege, the Bulldogs m auled themselves, c o m 
m ittin g  three errors that allow ed for five 

W ild cat runs.
D av id son  scored o n ly  o n e  earned run, in 

the  se co n d  in n in g , w h e n  right fielder  

Jerem iah Parvin o p en ed  w ith  a triple and  

was sacrificed at h o m e  by catcher Kurt 

D avis.
B u lldogs’ jun ior  shortstop  Pete M eterko  

drove in the Bulldogs' lo n e  run o f f  a single  

to  bring h o m e  D e y o  in the fifth.

First basem an for the  W ildcats, S tew  

Sloan, capitalized o n  U N C A ’s errors, rack

ing up four RBIs and driving in a bases

loaded, three-run d ou b le  in the seventh  to  

finalize the gam e at 6 -1 .
Freshm an Brad C o m e r  (0 -2)  took  the loss 

for the B ulldogs, a llow ing three hits, two  

runs and three strikeouts in six innings. 
W ildcat Fritz Porter (2 -2)  earned the w in  

w ith  five strikeouts, five hits and on e  run in 

n in e  innings.
T h e  B u lldogs were schedu led  to  face 

W offord  o n  M ay  5, Furman on  M ay 6 , and  

finish  the regular season in W in sto n -S a lem  

w ith  tw o gam es against W a k e Forest on  

M ay 9  and 10.
T h e  Furman gam e will mark the B u ll

d o g s’ senior day, w h ich  will hon or gradu
ating seniors, Jason and Josh W h ite , W o o d s  

and Stortz.
T h e  Big  Sou th  C on feren ce T o u rn a m en t  

take place in C on w ay , S .C . o n  M ay 2 0 -2 3 .

For more articles on UNCA baseball check out The 
Banner Online @ www.unca.edu/banner

Credito, Martin, Miller receive 
tJNCA student-athlete awards

Andrew Pearson
Sports Editor

T he U N C A  athletics departm ent  

recognized three o f  its athletes for 

heir a cco m p lish m en ts  during its 

'tudent-A thletes A w ards B anquet  

'eld o n  M a y  2.
Kevin M artin , a senior forward  

or the  U N C A  m e n ’s basketball 

cam w as n am ed  M ale  A th le te  o f  

he Year w ith  w o m e n ’s soccer player 

Mackenzie M iller  taking the  honor  

>n the w o m e n ’s side.
In ad d ition , senior center C andy  

-redito garnered the  departm ent s 

>cholar-Athlete o f  the  Year award. 

Martin, the  B ig  Sou th  C onfer-  

nce Player o f  the  Year for 1 9 9 8 -9 9  

ed U N C A  in  scoring, rebounding, 

ssists, free throw s and free throws 

ttem pted this season.
Miller, a sen ior forward finished  

ler four years at U N C A  as the all- 

I itne lead ing  scorer for w o m en  s

dential H o n o r  R oll and has m ade  

the  B ig  S o u th ’s a ll-academ ic team  

for w o m e n ’s basketball tw ice. In  

the  fall o f ‘9 8 ,  C red ito  was awarded  

a post-graduate Rotary Scholarship, 
w h ich  she w ill use to  s tu d y  in G er 

m any.
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Mackenzie Miller

soccer w ith  9 5  po in ts and 3 9  goals. 

T h is  past season, she led U N C A  

w ith  21 po in ts and n in e  goals. Five  

o f  those  goals were ga m e-w in n in g  

shots, in clud ing  four in overtim e.

Credito  has started at center for 

tw o years under the gu idance o f  

U N C A  head coach Kathleen W e 

ber.
She has been a four-year m em ber  

o f  the Big South  C onference’s Presi
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