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Your March 16 editorial on a pro- 
new entrance for the campus 

juched on many other projects 
hat continue to be high priority for 
INCA: the new Highsmith Center, 
itherneededbuildingimprovements, 

idewalks and bike paths, addi- 
ional parking and the like.
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Culture is de
fined as “the totality o f  so
cially transmitted behavior 
patterns, arts, beliefs and in
stitutions, and all other prod
ucts o f  human work and 
thought characteristic o f  a 
community or population.” 
So why has America failed to

embody African-American 
progressivism in creating an 
established concept o f  “Ameri
can Culture?” Many African- 
American, Native-American 
and Latin-American students 
are viewing American history 
with a special dislike because 
it fails to reflect the social, 
political and economic ad
vancement their ancestors 
have accomplished.
America places emphasis on 

cultural diversity, but fails to 
realize that it is a society built 
along racial lines —  so does 
pluralism, or, taken a step fur
ther, cultural pluralism, that 
exists in society today. Cul
tural pluralism is the political 
theory where there are multiple 
centers o f legitimate power and 
authority. If this is true, then 
one can state that America is 
not culturally pluralistic, in that 
white elitists try to conceal 
black history to evoke a false 
sense o f  nationalism.

Maya Angelou, a phenom
enal female writer, wrote, 
“History, despite its wrench
ing pain, cannot be unlived, 
and if faced with course, need 
not be lived.” This is a 
crucial point. America needs 
to stress the importance of  
learning the struggles that my 
Nubian brothers and sisters 
have endured. Martin Luther 
King, M alco lm  M alik  
Shabazz, and Harriet  
Tubmann —  the list goes on. 
If you don’t educate, you vio
late one’s ability to learn from 
the past to create a better fu-

Black history is not history 
designated for the under-rep
resented (African-American, 
Native-American, etc.), but 
history soughtforall. Ingrow
ing from a child to a man, I 
have been taught to respect 
white culture —  learning the 
Constitution, learning the na
tional anthem and glorifying

America’s fore
fathers.
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know ing that
the victory o f cultural diver- too easily written as the his-
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Kkrumah wrote in his work Black history must remain 
“Consciencism,” “The history an important part o f  society, 
o f  a nation is, unfortunately, Blackleadersandactivistswere

America places em
phasis on cultural 
diversity, butfailsto 
realize that it is a 
society built along 
racial lines.... Black 
history is not his
tory designated for 
the under-repre
sented, but history 
sought for all.

not only fighting for the rights 
o f  one, but for the rights o f all 
(women, poor white individu- 
als, and other racial 
ethnicities). So when you 
study my history, black his
tory, visualize it as history not 
only affecting my status in 
America, but your role in 
making society a better place

Henry David Thoreau wrote 
in “A Plea for Captain John 
Brown ,” “I am here to plead 
his cause with you. I plead not 
for his life, but for his charac
ter —  his immortal life; and 
so it becomes your cause 
wholly, and is not his in the 
least.” So lik e  H enry  
Thoreau, 1 am here to make 
the same plea with U N C A . I 
plead not only for you to 
include black history as a 
part o f  U N C A ’s culture, but 
maintain and reinforce it as 
v ita l sou rce  in sh apin g  
American tradition.

Letters to the Editor
that funding for these projects must 
come from various different sources. 
Most o f the university’s fimding 
comes from legislativeappropriations 
— tax dollars that the people’s elected 
representatives authorize us to spend. 
ĴĈ en they authorize an expendi

ture, it is for a specific purpose.
For example, we cannot spend 

dollars authorized for operating ex
penses —  salaries, utilities, sup
plies, and the like —  to pay for 
“capital” items like buildings. And 
vice versa. Nor can dollars autho
rized for a specific capital project Be

spent for a different capital project. 
If we had funding appropriated for 
a classroom building, for example, 
we could not spend it for a resi
dence hall.

In the case o f  the entrance road, 
the university is making an effort to 
obtain some special assistance 
through the North Carolina D e
partm ent o f  T ransportation  
(DOT). Whether D O T  will ulti
mately be able to provide help or 
not is still to be determined, but 
ofte thing is for certain —  any fund
ing the university can obtain from

this special source will not take 
away from other critical projects 
such as Highsmith.
University funding priorities are a 

legitimate topic for debate. But 
members o f the campus commu
nity should recognize that the uni
versity cannot wait for the fimding 
o f projects to fall into a neat, ideal 
sequence. It is essential to work on 
many different priorities at the same

Tom  Byers
Special assistant to the chancellor

The Banner welcomes letters and comments regarding 
the content or quality of ttiis publication. Letters should 
be typed, double-spaced, and should not exceed 300 
words. Letters for publication should also include the 
author’s signature, class standing and major or other re
lationship to UNCA. All submissions are subject to edit
ing for length and content. E-mail and web submissions 
should contain a telephone number for verification. The 
deadline for Letters to the Editor is noon on Tuesday. 
Please send letters to: The Banner, 208A Carmichael Hall, 
One University Heights, Asheville, NC 28804, submit a 
letter via the Banner Online, or e-mail banner@unca.edu.
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