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Into the dark

A closer look
w h e n  facing a potential date-rape case, a university’s adm in

istration faces a tough decision —  how  to handle the case in a 

fair, yet sym pathetic, manner.
Regardless o f  the official findings o f  the Student C onduct  

Board, there appears to be som ething lacking in the training o f  

board m embers that w ould  have m ade them  m ore sensitive to  

the various aspects o f  a date-rape case and the needs o f  the 

alleged victim.
O n e o f  the reasons date-rape was not recognized as valid for 

so long was because people assumed that know ing the person  

beforehand m ade it consensual. However, this is not the case.
Th e fact that the alleged victim  in this case came away from  

the board proceedings feeling that she had not been heard 

points to the need o f  the university to direct m ore attention  
toward rape education. She should have at least felt that the 

administration had taken her seriously.
Rape awareness programs have been started on  campus, 

according to Vicki Harris o f  public safety. M aybe these pro
grams should be directed at the faculty, staff and administra

tion, as w ell as at the student body.

Starting somewhere
O n  April 19, thousands o f  people gathered in O klahom a  

City at the opening cerem ony o f  the m em orial to the bom bing  
that shattered the city and killed 168 people five years earlier.

Survivors o f  the blast, relatives o f  the victim s and rescue 
workers came together at the O klahom a C ity N ational M em o
rial on the former cite o f  the Alfred P. Murrah Federal Build
ing to remember a tragedy that President C lin ton  called the  
“worst act o f  terrorism in our country’s history.” In his speach  

at the cerem ony, C lin ton  prom ised that “America w ill never 

forget.”
America can’t forget. W e are rem inded again and again that, 

even in this country in w hich w e enjoy m any rights and 

freedoms, w e can breed evil and hatred.
After youn g Americans T im othy M cV eigh and Terry N ichols  

were charged w ith the bom bing, m any people were shocked to  

realize w e had to look inward, and not som ewhere in the 

M iddle East, for answers.
Since then, school shootings in Littleton, C olo, and other 

areas around the country have m ade it clearer and clearer that 

som ething in this great land o f  opportunities has gone terribly  
wrong. T h e dragging to death o f  an A frican-American man in  

Texas, the beating to death o f  a young gay m an in W yom ing, 
and the shooting to death o f  one six-year-old child by another  

in  a M ichigan school rem ind us that, in m any ways, America  

may be decaying from w ithin .
W e love to point fingers, to shift blame from ourselves to 

others or to abstract ideas o f  w hat has gone “w rong.” I f  w e  

can’t blame outer international forces for things American- 

born-and-bred people do, w e try to point to vague, conceptual 
ideas —  lack o f  “family values,” decaying morals or a decline  

in  em pathy and an increase in apathy.
Can w e stop shifting the blame to things other than ourselves 

and take responsibility, as a nation and as individuals, for the  

confusion, anger and hatred that made the O klahom a C ity  

tragedy a reality? Finger-pointing gets us nowhere.
W e should take the five-year anniversary o f  the bom bing to  

remember, contem plate, and, w ithout unnecessary hatred or 

anger, do som ething to right our ow n wrongs.

What to do, what to do
Th e countdow n has begun. T h e  end o f  the 1 9 9 9 -2 00 0  school 

year is drawing near. In this year, w e have seen the unofficial 
change o f  the m illenium , the massive flooding o f  m ost o f  
Eastern N orth  Carolina, the ridiculous inflation o f  gas prices 
and the continu ing infiltration o f  the Internet in to every 

aspect o f  our lives.
But none o f  that really matters to us right now . T h e  only  

things that really exist in our little student worlds are the ever- 

loom in g exams. So, here are som e things the Banner staff  

thinks w ould be m uch m ore fun by comparison.
Em m a Jones: C hinese water torture
Sarah Wilkins: C hillin’ w ith cannibals
M eghan C um m ings: C om m ercial dish-washing
Krystel Lucas: Chased by w ild  hyenas
Jason Graham: V isiting N orth  Carolina microbreweries
Rebecca Cook: She doesn’t care —  she’s graduating

Lauren Deal: V isiting Appalachian
M att H u nt and Zach Dill: H elping  us w ith com puter problems 

Eric Porter: Putting inserts in the newspaper  

M ark W est: M em orizing the phone book

Ageism toward young adults In
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I despise prejudice, in all its forms. 
I t is despicable to th ink  that we, as 
humans, can form an opinion based 
entirely on ignorance or hate, based 
solely on a difference. W hether by 
gender, pigment, orientation, an
cestry, belief, appearance or even

Ageism, my friends and  readers. 
The  youngest o f  prejudices, and 
probably the one we notice the least. 
N o, really. Gender has been around 
the longest, then appearances and 
ancestry, and discrimination g a in s t 
sexual orientation has been a round 
for more than a few hundred years. 
But age? W hy is it suddenly appear
ing now, in the la tter half o f  the 
twentieth century?

Around one hundred  years ago, 
age did no t m atter as m uch. A per
son could graduate college, get a 
job, publish books, and generally 
do anything they were capable of, 
short o f  certain government posi
tions. But today, we have manda
tory prison sentences (read: twelve 
years o f  public schooling), imposed 
curfews and restrictions set by city 
governments, and the curtailing of 
natural hum an rights until a set 
age.
W hat is the deal? W hat happened 

w ithin the last ten decades to change 
the way we view the rights o f  some

one under twenty-one?
W ell, about sixty years ago, a failed 

artist decided we needed to have a 
war. So he killed six million women, 
men, and children, and we did not 
even notice w hat H itler did until 
after the war was over.
After W orld W ar I I, soldiers came 

back from the war, settled down, 
and had families. Big families. And, 
thus, many children.

But where did those children go? 
School, o f  course. M andatory edu
cation for all ages. A nd the struc
ture? T he  only theory I can propose 
for the sudden restrictions placed 
on the education system comes from 
the sudden influx o f  military lead
ers just needing to impose needless 
structure.

So, education is now m andatory 
for all children up to age sixteen. 
A nd tha t begins the problem. It no 
longer becomes a question o f  how 
educated you are, b u t only how old 
you are. Age becomes the only th ing 
that matters. N o t intellect, no t 
wealth, no t locality, nothing now 
matters except something tha t a 
person cannot control.

So w hat did tha t lead to? Well, it 
w orked fine for a few decades. Chil
dren were cowed into obeying ev
ery word handed dow n by the “su
perior” people older than they are.

But then, we “children” became 
intelligent.

W e are in the Information Age. 
O u r new freedoms are no t to land 
and home, bu t to the free exchange 
o f  information. W e have learned to 
read, to formulate ideasand words. 
W e children have become aware o f 
our own fetters, and now we wish

There is a problem, though. Chil
dren under eighteen are no t citi
zens. H ow  does a person who is not 
a citizen change a country? They 
start a war. T hat is w hat is happen
ing now, in schools.
A six-year-old m urders another in 

Michigan. Tw o first-graders are sus
pended for plotting a classmate’s 
death. W ho is blamed for this? T he 
parents. Why? Because this society 
does no t believe tha t a person o f  a 
certain age is capable o f  conscious 
moral thought. A nd yet we expect 
these children to w ork morally 
w ith in  a g roup o f  over tw enty 
people.

I say th a t the reason we are seeing 
all o f  this school violence among 
young people is because they have 
no rights. T hey have no freedoms. 
T hey are told  w hat to do and what 
to think, and some o f  them  are 
finally lashing ou t and saying that 
they will no longer be party to  a 
system that will no t listen to them.

Jo n e sb o ro , L ake P a d u c a h , 
Littleton, all o f  these places are 
where these “children no t capable 
o f  moral thought” stood up and 
said tha t our morals were the ones 
in question. T he  morals o f  those 
who w ould strip a person o f  their 
natural hum an rights. T hey  ques
tion us in the only way tha t we 
w ould listen. They  questioned us 
w ith violence. A nd we are still not 
listening. '

A person capable o f  social interac
tion is a person capable o f  moral 
decisions. These children are fully 
capable o f  decisions that we deny; 
them. W hat purpose does it serve: 
to deny children basic rights of! 
choice and free speech?

H ow  can we fix this? It is not that 
hard. First o f  all, drop the require
m ent o f  a ttending school. That 
alone w ould fix more than any law 
or ruling on guns, busing, violence, 
and overcrowding. M any o f  these 
children do not w ant to  be in school. 
Let the hum ans decide for them
selves. Forcing a citizen to give 
his or her rights for twelve years 
does no t m i e  good citizens. It 
makes resentful ones.

I could rant on for pages on how 
we strip the rights o f citizens ir 
public schools, bu t suffice it to say 
that a person loses freedoms of 
speech, religion, self-incrimination, 
expression, pe tition o f  grievances 
and self-protection. Considering 
tha t those are all rights guaranteed 
by the first ten am endm ents, tli 
public schools are an institution 
tha t do no t belong in the United 
States.
But, the second step to freeing our 

younger population from bondage 
is to  drop the imposed age require
ments. Instead o f  not allowing citi
zens under the age o f  eightc 
drive, let them apply for a license 
whenever they are capable. Instead 
o f  restricting a person from drink
ing if  they are under twenty-one, let 
all people drink as they see them
selves fit. Let any citizen of  any age 
register to vote.

W e m ust learn to judge a person 
by their capabilities, no t by how 
m any tim es they  have trekked 
a round the sun. By collaring our 
young people, we are killing them,
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Using squirrel transportation

columnist

I have recently found myself in a 
very sad state. Specifically, the state 
in which I stand on the side o f the 
road, arm extended outward, thumb 
stuck straight up in the air.
D uring my tim e here at UN CA , I 

have had the privilege o f  having a 
vehicle available to me. However, I 
recently loaned this vehicle to my 
brother because his truck needed 
repair. H e only needed it for one

As he was driving it back to its 
rightfijl owner, he wrecked. T he 
damage done to my vehicle was too 
severe to  repair. These events led up 
to my current dilemma o f having to 
hitchhike from one place to an
other.
As I stand there, helpless, begging 

for any ride tha t would do, even a 
ride that involved packing my 6- 
foot-7-inch frame into the tiny space 
under the hatchbackofan extremely 
undersized H onda, I know there 
has to be a better way.

I think long and hard about my 
predicament, obviously much more 
strenuously than I had ever thought 
about the actual consequences o f 
letting my brother borrow my mode 
o f  transportation.

There m ust be some way to get 
some fast wheels on this campus. 
Maybe I could hitch to the local

costume shop, buy a phony police 
officer un ifo rm  com ple te  w ith  
shiny, plastic badge and stuff a pil
low under m y shirt.

T he  Public Safety D epartm ent 
would surely give me an oversized 
SUV that I could cruise around 
campus in as m any times as I like.

I dismiss other ideas because o f 
my lack o f  the ability to rip off the 
exterior o f  the steering column, 
enabling me to hot-wire the car like 
the T erm inator did.
I decide to forget about all o f  these 

unrealistic illusions and concentrate 
on resources readily available to me 
and w ithin my control. I decide to 
corral approximately 1500 squir
rels and use them  as a means o f 
transportation.

I f  you d o n ’t think these furry ro
dents are readily available in suffi
cient numbers to transport my 210 
pounds, then you obviously have 
not visited the wooded area be
tween Governor’s Village and Jus
tice Gym.

H ow  , I ask myself, am I going to 
get these squirrels to follow along 
with my plan? I have several advan
tages over the squirrels that will 
force them to cooperate.

Some o f  these advantages involve 
a bit o f  manual labor in order to 
reap the full rewards, so I will need

every able bodied person in Bun
combe County  to help.

I will seize control o f  their food 
supply by chopping dow n every 
tree within the radius o f  the squir
rels’ habitat, then meticulously re
move the nuts and acorns from the 
lim bs and stash them  in my room.

Being overcome w ith starvation, 
they will have no choice bu t to go 
where I lead them. W hen I want to 
round them  up in one area I can 

simply lure therti there w ith a ra
tion o f their precious acorns.

By removing the trees, I have also 
gained another advantage over them 
by taking away their protection from 
the low flying hawk that I am con
vinced has squirrel for breakfast, 
lunch and diner.

For temporary shelter reasons, I 
will drive the big, blue dum p truck 
currently parked up the hill from 
the new parking deck and transport 
a load o f  m ulch from the many 
m ulch piles on campus.

A fter depositing the m ulch in a 
convenient location for the squir
rels, they w ill' have to learn to 
burrough in the mulch as a means 
o f  protection. I t m ight be tough for 
the little varmints at first, b u t it 
beats being eaten alive by the hawk.
T he  squirrels on this campus have 

also become almost insanely tame, 
and unfearful o f  humans. M any 
tim es I have walked w ithin a foot o f  
one o f  these critters and it failed to 
even turn a beady eye in my direc-

This acts as an advantage, because 
as long as I ’m going to use them as 
m y personal chauffeurs anyway, 
they m ight as well be comfortable 
and trusting in their own paranoid 
manner.

I will go down to the physical 
plant and get them to cut ou t a 
large, square piece o f  wood, large 
enough for me to lay dow n on if

T hen  I take some o f  the irresist
ible acorns ou t o f  my room and 
spread them  evenly over a smooth 
surface in roughly the same dimen
sions as the piece o f  wood.

U sing an extremely complicated 
and complex system o f  levers and 
pulleys, I will suspend the slab of 
wood approxim ately one foot above 
the acorns.

O nce the squirrels get a whiff of' 
the their recently vanished source 
o f  food they will flock to it in waves, 
oblivious and uncaring o f  the wood 
dangling precariously above their

N ow  here comes the tricky part of 
the plan. O nce they position them
selves underneath, I will drop the 
wood directly o n to  their backs. 
T h en  I will lunge ou t o f  the bushes 
and dive directly onto the board.

Some people m ight say tha t this 
act would crush the squirrels into 
the ground, but, actually, the force 
o f  my im pact will disperse evenly 
along the backs o f  all the squirrels, 
enabling them  to carry m y weight. 
(Do no t consult any U N C A  physi
cists about the validity o f  m y pre
sumptions.)

This will work in much the same 
way as sortie idiot once said that 
four 12-ounce a lu m in um  cans 
m ight support the weight o f  a mid
sized sedan.

U pon impact, they will hopefully 
all move in the same direction, like 
a school o f fish.

Given, I have no control o\ 
d irec tion , speed or overall will of 
the  squirrels, b u t hopefully  they 
will d irect m e to m y nearest clas 
T h is  m e th o d  m ay resem ble 
surfer riding a wave for the  first

O thers may come up w ith better 
ideas than this i f  in the same situa
tion as myself. However, given the 
rising gasoline prices, none could 
be more fuel-efficient.
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