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Pews
Leach dispels Congressional perspective

Lauren Owens
Staff W rite r
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Jerry Leach, president of the World Affairs Council of 
America, spoke on Sept. 16 conerning the United Na
tions, Congress and the American people.

Congress believes A m ericans 

have a lack o f  concern for involve
m e n t  in  th e  U n i te d  N a t io n s  
(U .N .) when, in reality, they are 
very supportive, according to  Jerry 
Leach, president o f  the  W orld  

A ffa i rs  C o u n c i l  o f  A m e r ic a  
(W ACA), in a discussion Sept. 
16.

“T here  is a very big gap in w hat 
people th in k  abou t foreign affairs 

as com pared to w hat Congress 
assumes people th ink ,” said Leach. 

T h e  basic p o in t  o f  the  discussion 
was to inform  people that issues 
like globalization, foreign aid and 

foreign affairs are n o t  im portan t 
to m em bers o f  Congress and  the 
presidential candidates, according 
to Leach. T h ey  are, however, very 
im portan t to the Am erican p u b 
lic, and  m ost governm ental bod 
ies do n o t  know  this.

“I felt like the discussion was 
inform ative,” said M ike Sm ith, a 
senior environm ental studies m a 
jor. “I am  concerned w ith  envi
ronm ental issues like world trade, 
and  1 believe that the lack o f  con 

cern from Congress abou t foreign 
affairs con tributes to global p ro b 
lems,”

A ccording to Leach, the foreign 
aid budget was cu t by abou t 40

percent in the 1990s, because C o n 
gress felt that the Am erican people 
were no t concerned w ith  foreign 
affairs. T h e  U.S. currently  owes 

the U .N . $1.5 billion in unpaid  
dues.

“T here  is a belief in W ashing ton  
that American people w ant to be 
isolated in foreign affairs, b u t  this 
belief is u n founded ,” said Leach. 
“Americans support the U .N . , and 
theysupport that U .N . dues should 
be pa id .”

According to Leach, the  A m eri

can people are in favor o f  coopera
tion with foreign countries. T h ey  
w ant to be active in foreign aid 
with the U N .

A poll said “82 percent o f  C o n 

gressional mem bers believe that 
the American people feel nega
tively towards the  U .N . and  for

eign policy, and w an t a significant 
reduction in the  U.S. role in the 
U .N . ,”said Leach. “T h e  poll said 
7 5 percent o f  the A m erican people 
actually believe in the  U .N .,  and 

85 percent o f  Americans w ant to 
strengthen U.S. involvem ent in 
the U .N .”

Six national op in ion  polls show 
that only 10 percent o f  the  A m eri
can people oppose giving foreign 
aid. However, because o f  m o n 
etary issues, polls a n d  election 
losses, there has been a foreign 
policy gap in America, according 
to Leach.

“Congress thinks that George 
Bush lost (in the  1992 election),

because he was a foreign affairs 
president, (and) Congress believes 
that Americans do n o t  w an t to 
carry the  m onetary  bu rden  for for
eign affairs,” said Leach. “Finally, 
national op in ion  polls have led 
Congress astray.”

These are false reasons, accord 
ing to Leach, because Bush lost 
since he  d id  n o t  have a positive 
dom estic  record. Americans w ant 
to stay in foreign affairs and share 

m onetary  burden  w ith  o ther co u n 
tries.

“N ational an d  local elections take 
place w ith  foreign affairs in the 

background ,” said Leach. “T here  
are very few elections where for
eign affairs are the d o m in an t  issue. 

D om estic  issues clearly have pre 
em inence over foreign affairs in 
elections.”

T h e  m em bers o f  Congress and 
the  two m ain  presidential candi
dates do  no t see foreign affairs as 

an im p o rtan t  issue in the  elec
tions, according to Leach.

“I do  n o t  believe th a t  there will 
be any th ing  th a t  can happen  be
tween now  and  N ov. 7 that will 

m ake foreign affairs m ore  im por
tan t  in the d ifferent races,” said 
Leach.

W A C A  offered to  sponsor a presi
dential debate betw een Bush and 
G ore  on  foreign aid. B oth  candi
dates declined, w hich  proves that 
candidates are n o t  concerned  with 
global issues, according to Leach. 

“W e  th in k  th a t  presidential de 

ba te s  w o u ld  b e  i m p o r t a n t  to  
(W A C A ’s) cam paign ,” said Leach. 

“W e w ould  like a national debate 
abou t foreign issues like globaliza
tion, U .N . views and  the  com pre 

hensive test ban treaty in Kosovo.”
T h e  issue o f  foreign aid is im p o r

tan t  for environm entalists as well, 
according to Leach, since they see 
foreign issues like w orld trade and  a 
free m arket as necessary to  any gov

ern m en t office race.
According to Leach, the U.S for

eign aid program  offers som e envi

ronm ental benefits. It  has purchased 
agricultura l m aterials from  U.S 
farmers, and the program also funds 

Peace Corps volunteers, according to 
Leach.

Fu nd ing  the  Peace C orps is im 
portan t,  because it has improved 
the understand ing  o f  different cul
tures. Leach said he  sees this expe
rience as im proving U.S. foreign 

aid for env ironm ental pro tection  
work.

Fu tu re  W A C A  discussions will 
focus m ore on  global trade issues, 
according to Sarah A nn  Sm ith , di
rector o f  W A C A  o f  W N C .

“W e  hope to  have m ore students 
a ttend  the discussion groups,” said 
Sm ith . “T h e  m ajority  o f  the cur
ren t audiences at m ost o f  these dis
cussions are retired people .”

These discussions, according to 
Sm ith , will focus on  globalization. 
O th e r  discussions will debate the 
ways in w hich in ternational trade 
laws will affect Americans.

The Health Adventure at Pack Place 
will be hosting “An Evening with 
Sherlock Holmes” on Oct 13. Guests 
are encouraged to wear Victorian cos
tumes. There will be live and silent auc
tions, and a crime to solve involving the 
museum’s new exhibit, “Sherlock 
Holmes and The Clocktower Mystery.” 
Mystery tours will begin at 7 and 7:30 
p.m., and the tickets are $75 per person. 
For more information, call (828) 254- 
6373, ext. 300.

If you’re buying overpackaged or throwaway products, you’re essentially 
buying trash. That means some of what’s  on your shopping list wastes 
energy, wastes natural resources and even increases pollution. So the ne>4 
lime you’re in the store, look for less packaging, and choose stuff that’s 
refillable and reusable. What’s  in your cart could make a world of difference. 
For a free shopping guide, please call 1-8(X>2-RECyCLE.
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Students are needed to give their input for the enhancement portion of 
UNCA’s self study, an accreditation process that the university goes through 
every 10 years. A one-hour course is available, with late registration possible. 

For more information, e-mail slwilkin@buIldog.unca.edu.

The American Red Cross is having a critical blood shortage. All eligible donors 
are encouraged to call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE to schedule an appointment to give 
blood. Some hospitals have been forced to postpone scheduled surgeries be
cause of an inadequate blood supply. The Carolinas Blood Services Region of 
the Red Gross, which serves parts of N.C., has less than a day’s blood supply 
of types 0, A and B.

The Blue Banner Weather
Seven Day Forecast Local Almanac Last Week

THURSDAY
Rain / T-storms 

High: 76 Low: 61

FRIDAY
Scattered T-storms 
High: 77 Low: 56

SATURDAY
Rain / T-storms 

High: 74 Low: 62

SUNDAY
Rain / T-storms 

High: 78 Low: 63

Day High Low Normals Preeip
Wednesday 83 60 78/57 0.00"
Thursday 84 63 77/56 Trace
Friday 74 53 77/56 0.00"
Saturday 67 46 77/56 0.00"
Sunday 68 38 77/55 0.00"
M onday 64 46 76/55 0.02"
Tuesday 81 53 76/55 Trace

Precipitation for the w e e k ........................... 0.02"

Normal precipitation for the week . . . .  0.91" 

Departure from normal for the week , , -0.89"

Precipitation for the year .........................26.61"

Normal precipitation for year to date . 35.56" 

Departure from normal for the year . . . -8,95" 

* Precip ita tion  includes  sn o w  converted  to  rainfall

MONDAY
Scattered T-storms 
High: 70 Low: 59

TUESDAY
Partly Cloudy 

High: 68 Low: 48

WEDNESDAY
Partly Cloudy 

High: 72 Low: 47

North Carolina Recreational Forecast
It looks like a soggy end o f  the w eek  and w eekend  is on tap across  the 

, state. A frontal boundary  will s lide  in to the Sou theast  and tr igger nu m er 

ous showers and thunders torm s. T he  front will pull up s tat ionary  and 

create an unstable  a tm osphere  as w e head  into the w eekend. Factor in 
m odels p ro jec ting  a d is turbance in the G u lf  to m ove  in to the Sou theast  and the recipe 

says to s tay  indoors. By the beg inning  o f  next week, a secondary  front will sweep every 

th ing  out o f  the pic ture  and bring cooler than norm al tem pera tu res  w ith  it. H ighs will be 
in the 60s w ith  cool lows in the 40s by the m idd le  o f  next week.
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Weather Trivia

Sun/Moon Chart This Week

Should you open your  
m ndow s when a tornado 
warning is issued? ?

New
9/27

1st Qtr 

10/5

Dav Sunrise Sunset IVIoonrise Moonset
Thu 7:18 a.m. 7:28 p.m. 12:22 a.m. 3:10 p.m.
Fri 7:18 a.m. 7:26 p.m. 1:22 a.m. 4:09 p.m.
Sat 7:19 a.m. 7:25 p.m. 2:26 a.m. 5:01 p.m.
Sun 7:20 a.m. 7:24 p.m. 3:34 a.m. 5:47 p.m.
Mon 7:21 a.m. 7:22 p.m. 4:43 a.m. 6:28 p.m.
Tue 7:22 a.m. 7:21 p.m. 5:52 a.m. 7:06 p.m.
Wed 7:22 a.m. 7 :19 p.m. 6:59 a.m. 7:40 p.m.

(W) Full

10/13

Lst Qtr 

10/20
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National Weather Sumihary This Week

. . , o f  M exico  will continue  to  be a hot spot for tropical activity
t as models  project two d is tu rbances  to m ove  in to the area. Residents  

/  along the G u lf  Coast will cer ta in ly  have  to keep  an eye on the situation 

as we head into the w eekend . A s trong cold front will sweep from the 

w estern  United States all the w ay  to the A tlantic  seaboard  by next week. 
The system  is going to dump the first snow o f  the season for m any  areas o f  the Rockies 

and then it will be a ra inm aker in the East.  F lood ing  will defin ite ly  be an issue in p o r 

tions o f  the Ohio R iver Valley states and the N ortheast  th roughout the weekend. High 

pressure  takes over behind the front and the coun try  will be re la tively serene by the 
m idd le  o f  next week.

To find out the ansvyer, log onto 

http://www.accessweather.com/theblue- 
hannerhtm l  to find today’s trivia answer 

and previous Weather Trivia answers.

Weather History
Sept. 21. 1988- High winds and 

locally heavy rains fell in the 

southw estern  U nited  States. 

W ind gusts o f  86 m ph were 

reported  at Dell City, Texas, 

completely destroying an airport 

hangar  Large hail was produced 

in east central Utah while snow 

blanketed some o f  the higher ele

vations with in  the state.

Sept. 21. 1989 - Hurricane Hugo 

slammed into the South Carolina 

coast at about 11 p.m. The storm 

was responsible  ibr 13 deaths, 

420 injuries and damage esti

mates o f  eight billion dollars. 

Wind gusts as high as 138 mph 

were reported near Folly Beach, 

S.C. A  storm surge o f  20.2 feet 

was reported at Seewee Bay.
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