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Perspectives
Wal-Mart challenged with labor, price war accusations

Candice Carr

Columnist

I am writing to ail o f  you UNCA  
students to asic tlie seemingly im
possible. Please don’t feed the m on 
ster. I know that Wal-Mart is cheap, 
but cheap prices mean that some
body got shafted —  probably a 
whole lot o f people,

A survey done by the National 
Labor Comm ittee (NLC), a group 
that targets the use o f  sweatshop 
organizations, showed that 85 per
cent ofWal-Marts merchandise was 
manufactured overseas, according 
to a July 30 article in The Washing
ton Post.
Sweatshop workers get paid cents 

per day, often under violent coer
cion and dangerously unhealthy 
conditions. How can we allow an 
organization that uses these labor 
tactics to continue hauling in bil
lions o f  dollars in sales?

T h e  Ethical T rad ing  Action 
Group has also accused W al-Mart 
for selling things made in sweat
shops, often despite repeated claims

that they do not source from coun
tries like Burma, although their 
imports from there have actually 
increased in the past year.
Even ifyou are callous enough not 

to care about the human rights vio
lation, it is simply bad for the Ameri
can workforce for America’s largest 
retailer to import such a large per
centage o f  their merchandise from 
other countries so cheaply.
W hen Nike, Tom m y Hilfiger and 

other name brands sue W al-Mart 
for selling imitations o f their brands, 
W al-M art just pays the bill. They 
have a budget bigger than Sweden’s. 
W al-Mart is like cancer. They’re 
only interested in growing, spread
ing and accumulating more. Their 
latest trend is to vacate their old 
“little” sprawl-marts and build mas
sive mall-ish super centers. Perhaps 
this increases the am ount o f stuff 
people walk out with that they did 
not walk in for.

T he ultimate myth about Wal-

Mart is that people spend less money 
there. No, they spend more, studies 
show, than if they went to other 
stores. T he reason is that they walk 
out with all sorts o f  junk that they 
saw coincidentally, and bought be
cause “it w'as cheap.”

I’ve done it —  we all have —  you 
go in for spray paint and batteries, 
and you come out with three bags 
o f  crap. N obody needs glow in the 
dark dinosaur stickers, but they were 
only a dollar! Plastic watergun ear
rings made in China are really quite 
extraneous, but there they were near 
the checkout.

Let’s face it, in comparison to the 
rest o f  the world, we Americans are 
rich. If  we can’t survive comfort
ably wi thout forci ng peo pie to work 
in horrible conditions in the mili
tary dictatorships that our govern
ment supports, maybe our sur\'ival 
is really not going to go over so well 
with the other 95 percent o f the 
w orld’s population. W al-M art’s 
smiley-face logo is the ultimate sym
bol o f  the greedy, ignorant and 
apathetic American.
In the local battle against the Wal- 

Mart super center, the score is 1:0, 
and Asheville iswinning. The Board 
o f  A djustm ents denied the re
quested variance (a variation from 
the Unified Development O rd i
nance, Asheville’s zoning legisla
tion) that would have allowed a 
220 ,000-square-foo t W al-M art

Super Center to be built on a beau
tifu l green f lo o d p la in  o f  the 
Swannanoa River that boasts mas
sive old sycamores and cherry trees. 
Although three o f  the five board 
members voted for the variance, 
that was not enough to pass it. It 
would have needed 4 votes.
The battle for Asheville isn’t over. 

T he W al-Mart corporation pur
chased the old Gerber plant on 
Highway 25 in Arden and demol
ished it. Usually they lease, but this 
one they bought, and plan to build 
a Super W al-Mart there. Yes, the 
plans were originally to have two in 
Asheville. The Gerber plant area is 
already inundated with grocery 
stores and sprawl (easy customer 
base to steal by strategic undersell
ing) and the traffic could quickly 
become a nightmare.

Super Wal-Marts include an en
tire grocery store, a fast food restau
rant, and all o f  the other usual Wal- 
M art merchandise, creating a true 
one-stop-shop and global night
mare.
Last week, Germany ordered Wal- 

M art to raise its prices for house
hold staples in the 95 stores it has 
there, as they have been aggres
sively underselling German stores, 
inciting a price war in which Ger
man chains illegally sold products 
below wholesale cost, according to 
a recent N ew  York Times article. 
W al-M art is accused o f “predatory

Letters to the Editor

Investment club 
for students

Dear Editor,

W e would like to thank The Blue 
Banner for this space that gives us 
the opportunity to put forward cer
tain concerns and suggestions we 
have.
In the past few semesters, we have

become more aware o f  the increas
ing number o f students who are 
searching for long-term monetary 
security, as well as those who work 
numerous jobs and still continue to 
face short-term financial problems.
W hat really concerns us about the 

latter is that many o f them work 
odd demanding hours that really 
do not benefit them financially. 
They continuously complain about 
having an inadequate am ount of 
money to spend or save. Are these

people are trying to solve their fi
nancial problems the hard way?
So what do we have to offer to our 

fellow students looking for long
term monetary security and those 
that continually face financial diffi
culty? A way o f making your money 
work for you instead o f  you work
ing for it. A new way achieving 
long-term financial stability. An op
portunity to be a part o f  an invest
ment club.

T he U N C A  financial investment

club is coming soon. There is an 
interest meeting on Thursday, Sept. 
28 at 7 p.m. in the Highsmith 
Center Lounge. Ifyou cannot make 
it to the meeting, contact us on 
phone at (828) 255-7176, or email: 
investment_club@hotmail. com.

Andrew Hainsworth 
Junior, Political Science 
Marasi Mwencha 
Junior, Biochemistry

Finding heritage

Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to Susan 
Ketner’s letter commenting on the 
article “Students journey to Ghana.”
Ms. Ketner and the Blue Banner 

readers should first know that I in 
no way made a ‘comparison’ be
tween the quality o f  experiences o f 
the white and African American 
students. T he Blue Banner writer, 
at best, drew conclusions without

the benefit o f  my input.
I am still at a loss in understanding 

what I said that would give the 
writer the impression that the two 
white students only went to have 
“great fun.”
You should know, however, that I 

did talk at length about the African 
American students connecting with 
their African heritage, an awareness 
quite  co m m on  am ong African 
American travelers to this part of 
the world. While I do not doubt 
that Susan Ketner may have experi
enced a more basic human connec

tion with the Ghanaians, this is, 
quite likely, different from that 
much needed affirmation reported 
by those students able to construct, 
for the first time, a positive identi
fication with Africa.
Since my interview with The Blue 

Banner was reflective only of my 
efforts in preparing the trip and 
what I had been told by some o f the 
students, I recommended speaking 
with the travelers to solicit first 
hand each student’s story.
As the history o f N orth  American 

slavery informs us, the chance to

connect a positive identity with 
blacks in Africa is a much needed 
salve for African Americans. Read
ers should get from Ketner’s letter 
that she did enjoy and learn much, 
but should also know that what was 
experienced by the African Ameri
can students was unique to them, 
and in no way was meant (at least 
by me) to diminish the significance 
o f her own transformation while in 
Ghana.

Dolly Mullen
Assistant professor, political science

Theft prevention 
not invasion

Dear Editor,

It was much to m y  dismay that the 
news article “Students object to new 
program” that appeared in the Sept.

14 issue o (  The Blue Banner not 
disclose all the facts.
As a police officer with more than 

14 years o f service, I fully respect 
the privacy o f any private citizen 
and their personal domain. The 
article incorrectly stated that the 
S.T.O.P. slips were ‘slipped under 
the door or left in rooms’.
I assure you and your readers that 

no dorm rooms were ever entered.

While I was making my “safety 
check rounds,” if I found a student’s 
dorm room open, I taped a S.T.O.P. 
on the front o f the students’ door.

At no time did I enter a student’s 
dorm room with the crime safety 
tips flyer, nor invaded anyone’s 
personal haven.

In the future, may I suggest your 
staff verify all the statements that 
are made to assure that all the infor

mation received is accurate.
As always, we at the Public Safety 

Departm ent appreciate the public 
service announcements your paper 
places for us as well as the events on 
the FYl calendar that pertain to 
safety issues.

Vicki Harris
Officer and victim/witness advo
cate, Public Safety Dept.

Free music fun or 
infringement?

Dear Editor,

Is Napster right or wrong to dis
play m peg layer 3s (MP3s) on the 
Internet free o f charge? I thought 
about the possibilities o f what each 
position had to offer.

Position one is that Napster is

right in distributing MP3s because 
it allows free information over the 
Internet to 20 million users (no 
wonder it’s so slow). This in turn 
gives the artist more exposure to 
music fans out in the chaotic world 
o f “corporate rock.”

Position two is that Napster is 
wrong in giving away free M P3’s 
because o f the copyright given to 
the artist by the government and 
FCC. This, in turn, slows down 
record sales, which have declined

this year, and takes whatever little 
power the artist has in their hands 
and gives it to John Smith o f Bore
dom, USA.

Both positions are fierce in their 
arguments, and I don’t know which 
is right or wrong. Napster does give 
more exposure to bands and also 
takes some power o f copyright away 
at the same time.

So I say let the artist decide what 
to do. Let them have the music or 
let it flow. Metallica does have the

right to decide on their music. They 
don’t want it there? Then remove 
it. Limp Bizkit wants their music 
on Napster, so let it stay on.
Whatever the outcome. I ’m going 

to download offNapster, no matter 
the length o f time, and use a moral 
judgm ent to not download object
ing artists to make sure their voice 
is heard a little step at a time.

Jason Moore 
Freshman, undecided
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pricing” everywhere it goes.
In America, no one tells them to 

raise their prices, we just watch 
M om and Pop go out o f  business, 
and we wave good-bye to true selec
tion and ethical shopping standards.

W al-M art is one o f the highest 
violators o f  labor-law regulations in 
almost every state. They employ 
people too young, too late at night 
and for too many hours without 
overtime. They offer low-paying 
jobs w ithout benefits, and aggres
sively fight labor unions. After the 
U n ited  Food and Com m ercial 
Workers (UFCW ), a labor union, 
began their national campaign 
against Wal-Mart, W al-Mart be
gan to show a video to all o f their 
employees about the “evils” of 
unions that are out to “attack you 
and your family” and “destroy 
America.”

W al-Mart is one o f the largest 
initiators o f  urban sprawl, placing 
its stores halfway between two ma
jor hubs, encouraging driving, pol
lution, road building and strip-

malls. Because o f their low, sprawl
ing form of development, they are a 
giant space-waster.

I encourage you to read what the 
N LC  and labor unions like the 
U FC W  have to say about Wal- 
M ar t ,  as well as th e  site 
sprawlbusters.com.
There is a small group o f people at 
U N C A  who are compiling a list of 
stores around Asheville that sell 
things for which people normally 
just go to Wal-Mart.

Just think —  what did people do 
before Wal-Mart? W hat effect is it 
having on our community, and 
what effect would a Super Wal- 
Mart have? W hat would go out of 
business?

In this modern capitalist world 
where the economic system con
trols the political system, remem
ber that your dollars are the real 
votes, so be careful whom you give 
them to. Money will determine the 
fate o f the world. Will you vote 
liberty or death? Q
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