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Features
Coyote Ugly for rainy day Storytelling art revived
Bridgette Odom
sta ff  Writer

C o y o t e  U g ly  lives u p  to  th e  h y p e  

o f  its trailer. T h e  m o v ie  is ju st  as 

exciting , l o u d  a n d  fa s t -p a ce d  as th e  

p r o m o t io n a l  c l ip  m a k es  it s ee m .  

T h e  c o n c e p t  for  th e  m o v ie  c a m e  

after th e  o w n e r  

o f  th e  real bar  

was fea tu red  in  

an a r t i c l e  in  

G e n t l e m e n ’ s 

Q uarter ly  m a g a 

zine. H o w e v e r ,  

this is n o t  a case  

o f  life  im i ta t in g  

art; in  fact,  th e  

real bar is a c tu -  

Jly a h o le  in  th e  

wall w i t h  a 

erungy c l ie n te le .

As ad ver t ised ,  

he  r o m a n t i c  

r e m e d y  is  y e t  

n oth er  c o m i n g  

f  a g e  in  N e w  

I'ork C i t y  tale ,  

nd th ere  is n o t  m u c h  o r ig in a l i ty  in  

:he s to ry  or  characters.

T h e  p lo t  is p r e d ic ta b le ,  as is th e  

ratuitous sex  scene .  H o w e v e r ,  there  

s s o m e t h in g  th a t  m a k es  y o u  feel  

lappy w h e n  y o u  leave  th e  th eater . 1 

ccretly fe lt  l ik e  it w o u l d  b e  fu n  to  

>e a C o y o t e  for  a day.

V io le t  S a n fo r d  (P ip er  P erab o) is a 

a iv e  2 1 - y e a r - o l d  a s p i r i n g  

on gw riter  w h o  w a n ts  to  m a k e  it 

lig in  th e  m u s ic  b u s in ess .  S h e  

caves h er  sm all  h o m e t o w n  in  N e w  

crsey a n d  a d esp e ra te  a n d  h e lp les s  

i n g l e  d a d ,  p l a y e d  b y  J o h n  

Goodm an, to  f in d  h er  n ic h e  in  th e  

o u g h -a n d - tu m b le  c ity .

V io le t  is fu ll o f  a m b i t io n  a n d  ta i 

nt y e t  s h e  m u s t  o v e r c o m e  h er  o n e  

ibstacle, s ta g e  fr ight.  S h e  b e lieves

i r e w f e s t

th a t  th e  reason  h er  m o t h e r  d id  n o t  

m a k e  it in  th e  b u s in es s  w as  th a t  s h e  

c o u ld  n o t  p e r fo r m  h er  s o n g s ,  so  

V io le t  t o o  th in k s  th a t s h e  c a n n o t  

p e r fo r m  her  o w n  m u s ic .

A s  V io l e t  s trugg les  to  g e t  h er  d e m o  

tap e  in t o  th e  h a n d s  o f  p o w e r fu l  

m u s ic  e x e c u t iv e s ,  sh e  b e c o m e s  d e s 

p era te  for  m o n e y ,  a n d  th u s  d e c id e s  

to  in v e s t ig a te  a p o s i t io n  as a bar

t e n d e r  a t  t h e  

C o y o t e  U g l y  

b a r  i n  t h e  

m e a t p a c k i n g  

d is tr ic t  o f  N e w  

Y o r k  C ity .

Lil, p la y e d  b y  

M a ria  B e l lo ,  is 

th e  h a r d - n o s e d  

o w n e r  o f  C o y 

o te  U g l y  w h o ,  

d e s p i t e  h e r  

h arsh  ex ter io r ,  

g iv e s  V i o l e t  a 

n ig h t  to  a u d i 

t io n  fo r  th e  jo b  

a n d  c h r i s t e n s  

h er  ‘Jerse y .’

A  t im id  a n d  

s ta rv in g  V io l e t  

s h o w s  u p  for  h er  first n ig h t  a n d  is 

in t im id a t e d  b y  th e  v o lu p t u o u s  a n d  

s e d u c t iv e  C o y o t e  U g ly  staff.

T h e  C o y o t e s  are n o t  o n l y  bar

ten d ers ,  b u t  t h e y  'd a n c e  for  th e  

c r o w d  o n  to p  o f  th e  bar, all w h i le  

h a l f  c lo th e d .

T h e  s a p p y  s to r y  o f  a y o u n g ,  

p r e t t y  g ir l  f i n d i n g  h e r  p la c e  in  

t h e  w o r ld  is  ju s t  an  e x c u s e  fo r  

a t t r a c t iv e  b a r e ly -d r e s s e d  w o m e n  

t o  d a n c e  a r o u n d  o n  a bar.

A s  i f  all o f  th e  C o y o t e s  are n o t  

s u p e r m o d e l -g o r g e o u s  e n o u g h ,  l i t 

erally ,  K e v in  O ’D o n n e l l  (A d a m  

G arc ia ) ,  a y o u n g T o m  C r u is e  lo o k -  

a- l ik e  w i t h  a s ex y  A u str a l ia n  a c 

c e n t ,  takes  an in tere st  in  V io l e t  a n d  

h er  m u s ic .

V i o l e t  q u ic k ly  b e c o m e s  s id e -

COURTESY OF CARMIKE CINEMAS

Coyote Ugly is not a bad 
film, but save your money  
and rent it later.

tr a c k e d  w i t h  th e  n o t o r i e t y  a n d  

w e a lth  sh e  is e a rn in g  a t  h er  n e w  

“d a y ” jo b  a n d  lets  h er  m u s ic a l  a sp i 

r a tion s  tak e  a backseat.  S h e  c o n  

vinc/ss h e r s e l f  th a t  e v e n  i f  h er  s o n g s  

are g o o d ,  s h e  ju s t  c a n n o t  p e r fo r m  

th e m .  H o w e v e r ,  s h e  is to ld  rep ea t  

e d ly  th a t  she  m u s t  p er fo rm  her  so n g s  

in  ord er  to  b e  n o t ic e d .

A l t h o u g h  V i o l e t  th in k s  th a t  sh e  is 

t o o  a n x io u s  to  s in g  for  a c r o w d ,  s h e  

d o e s  so  o n e  n ig h t  w h e n  c h a o s  eru pts  

in  th e  bar. C a m m i e ,  R a c h e l  a n d  Lil 

are  b e i n g  m a n h a n d l e d  b y  t h e  

d r u n k e n  c r o w d ,  a n d  th e  o n l y  w a y  

V io le t  k n o w s  to  g e t  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  

th e  c r o w d  is to  s in g  a lo n g  w i t h  th e  

j u k e b o x  p la y in g  “O n e  W a y  or  A n 

o t h e r ” b y  B lo n d ie .

A  f e w  bars o f  th e  s o n g  are e n o u g h  

to  ta m e  th e  c r o w d  a n d  to  g iv e  V i o  

le t  a ta s te  o f  p e r fo r m in g .

It s e e m s  u n re a l is t ic  th a t  a d r u n k e n  

c r o w d  o f  se x u a l ly  c h a r g ed  m e n  w il l  

s to p  b e a t in g  o n  e a c h  o t h e r  ju s t  to  

hear  an  A la n is  M o r i s e t t e - l ik e  p e r  

f o r m a n c e  b y  a n  u n k n o w n  k id  fr o m  

N e w  Jersey , b u t  i t  h a p p e n s .

A s  t im e  g o e s  b y ,  V i o l e t ’s p e r fo r  

m a n c e s  b e c o m e  a regu lar  part  o f  th e  

C o y o t e  U g l y  e x p e r ie n c e ,  b u t  she  

still  th in k s  th a t  sh e  is still  fearfu l to  

s in g  h er  o w n  s o n g s .

T h e r e  is a real C o y o t e  U g l y  in  

N e w  Y o r k  C i ty ,  b u t  it is n o t  as 

g la m o r o u s  or  p o p u la r  as th e  f la sh y  

H o l l y w o o d  v e rs io n .  G o  f igu re ,  

n o t h i n g  is as it s e e m s  in  th e  m o v ie s  

a n y w a y .

A l t h o u g h  th ere  are s o m e  c h e e s y  

parts,  th is  is an  overa l l  g o o d  m o v ie .

It has  a s w e e t  lo v e  s to r y  a n d  a “ 

for  y o u r  d r e a m s ” m e s sa g e  w i t h  a 

h a p p y  e n d in g .

T h e  b a c k g r o u n d  m u s ic  is great  

a n d  th e  a c t in g  is  g o o d .  T h i s  m o v ie  

w ill  n o t  b e  u p  for  a n y  m o v ie  aw ards,  

b u t  it is w o r t h  s e e in g  at a m a t in e e  

s h o w i n g  or  r e n t in g  w h e n  it c o m e s  

o u t  o n  v id e o .
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continued from page 4

luch  o f  th e  b eer  ava i lab le  at y o u r  

ical g r o cer y  s tore ,  w h i l e  several  

■ars a g o  th e  p ic k in g s  w e r e  m u c h  

im m er.

S p e a k in g  o f  p ic k in g s ,  bluegrass  

las w o n  a n e w  g e n e r a t i o n  o f

“n ew g ra ss” ad h eren ts  s tr ik in g ly  d i f 

fe ren t f r o m  th e  tra d it io n a l  a u d i 

en c e .

M o s t  o f  th e  a u d ie n c e  w a s  y o u n g ,  

w h it e ,  a n d  c o s m o p o l i t a n  (I d id  n o t  

see  a n y o n e  d r in k in g  o u t  o f  M a s o n

jars, a l t h o u g h  I w a s  lo o k i n g ) .  A  

te l l in g  p o i n t  in  th e  e v e n in g  w as  

w h e n  th e  Y o n d e r  M o u n t a i n  S tr in g  

B a n d  s u g g e s te d  w e  all v is i t  th eir  

W e b  s i te  a n d  d o w n l o a d  s o m e  free  

m u sic .

Robert Pinsky, the Poet Lau 

reate of the United States, 
will speak on Thursday, 
Oct.5 at 8 p.m. in Lipinsky 

Auditorium
University of Kansas

Dr. Cornel Pewewardy
National Indian Educator o f the Year 
and
Renowned Flute Et Singing Recording Star

'‘Why Educators Can't 
Ignore Indian Mascots"

Monday September 25, 2000 
7:30 pm

UNC-Asheville, HIghsmith Student Center 

TEACHER RENEWAL CREDITS AVAILABLE

www.main.nc.us/wncceib/Pewewardyhome.htm

For More Information 828-281-3651

FREE TEACHER WORKSHOP in the afternoon, 4-5:30 pm 
REGISTER 254-9044
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CriucK 1 arnam, part of the storytelling group that meets every third Monday, regales a 
group with a tale.

Casey Blankenship
Staff W riter

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A s h e v i l l e  

S t o r y te l l in g  C irc le  m e t  to  d iscu ss  

b u sin ess  a n d  share s tor ies  w i t h  ea ch  

o th er  Sept .  18  at th e  H a rv e st  H o u s e .

E v e r y b o d y  has  a s to r y  to  t e l l ,” 

sa id  S h a ro n  Bares, a m e m b e r  o f  th e  

A sh e v i l le  S to r y te l l in g  C ircle .

S t u d e n ts  w h o  w a n t  to  feel a s en se  

o f c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  o th er s  can  f in d  

n o  be tter  p la ce  th a n  p a r t ic ip a t in g  

in  o n e  o f  th e  m e e t in g s .  It is a great  

w a y  to  m e e t  p e o p le  a n d  hear  s o m e  

w o n d e r fu l  s tories .

“It has  b e e n  said  th a t  y o u  d o  n o t  

k n o w  w h e r e  y o u  are g o i n g  i f y o u  d o  

n o t  k n o w  w h e r e  y o u  are fr o m ,  a n d  

stor ies  are s o m e t h in g  th a t  c o n n e c t  

us, “ said Bares. “T h e re  a lw ays s ee m s  

to  be  th is  l i t t le  core ,  th is  l i t t le  c en te r  

o f  h id d e n  tru th  th a t  c ro sses  all 

b o u n d a r ie s  in  s to r y te l l in g .”

T h e  storyte llers  fo r m e d  a b o u t  f ive  

years ago  fr o m  a g r o u p  o f  a b o u t  . 

e ig h t  to  10  p e o p le  in tere sted  in  

s to ry te l l in g ,  a c c o r d in g  to  Bares.

W e  a c c e p t  te llers,  p e o p le  w h o  

w a n t  to  b e  tellers, p e o p le  w h o  ju st  

w a n t  to  lis ten ,  p e o p le  w h o  j ust w a n t  

to  s u p p o r t  us, th e  w h o le  g a m u t , ” 

sa id  Bares. “A n d  n o w  w e  h a v e  4 6  

m e m b e r s .  S o  it has  really  g r o w n . ” 

“T h e  v ery  na tu re  o f  s to r y te l l in g  is 

c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d ,  “ s a id  L aura  

F a c c ip o n t i ,  a ss is tan t p r o fe sso r  o f  

d r a m a  at U N C A  a n d  s to r y te l l in g  

m e m b e r .  “It is all a b o u t  c o m m u 

n i t y  p e o p le  c o m i n g  to g e th e r  a n d  

l i s te n in g  to  each  o t h e r ’s s to r ie s .”

W e  live  in  a te c h n o lo g ic a l  s o c ie ty  

w h e r e  w e  h a v e  b e c o m e  a passive

a u d ie n c e ,  a c c o r d in g  to  F a c c ip o n t i .

“S t o r y t e l l in g  takes  g e t t in g  in 

v o l v e d  w i t h  i m a g e r y , ” s a i d  

F a c c ip o n t i .  “It  tak es  s i t t in g  a n d  

l i s t e n in g  a n d  im a g i n in g  w h a t  th e  

s tory te llers  are d e s cr ib in g  a n d  th a t  

is so  v a lu a b le  to  e v er y b o d y .  W e

Review
n e e d  that,  a n d  u n less  w e  k e e p  w o r k 

in g  o n  it, w e  are g o i n g  to  lo s e  th a t  

a b i l i ty .”

W h e n  y o u  tell a i t o r y ,  y o u  feel  

really  g o o d  b e c a u s e  it  is a catharsis ,  

a n d  it is a sh a r in g  o f  y o u r  l i fe  th a t  

is sa y in g  ‘m y  e x p e r ie n c e s  are as 

v a lid  as a n y  m y t h  or  a n y  s to r y  o u t  

th er e , ’” sa id  F a c c ip o n t i  

“C o m i n g  to g e th e r  a n d  p e o p le  s i t 

t in g  q u ie t ly  a n d  l i s t e n in g ,  a c c e p t 

i n g  a n d  g i v i n g  s t o r i e s , ” s a id  

F a c c ip o n t i .  “T h a t  is  w h a t  i t  is 

a b o u t .”

T h e  s to r y te l l in g  c irc le  m e e ts  e v 

ery  th ird  M o n d a y  o f  ea ch  m o n t h  to  

r ev ie w  b u s in es s  a n d  tell s tor ies .  

T h e s e  m e e t in g s  are o p e n  to  th e  

p u b l ic ,  a c c o r d in g  to  Bares.

T h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  a lso  sp o n so rs  

s to r y te l l in g  e v e n ts  a n d  w o r k sh o p s .

“W e  h a v e  lo ts  o f  n a t io n a l ly  re

n o w n e d  m e m b e r s  h e re  in  t o w n , ” 

sa id  Bares. “T h e y  are a b le  to  attract  

s o m e  b ig  n a m es ,  a n d  w e  try  to  

s p o n s o r  at least o n e  n a t io n a l  teller  

to  c o m e  in  a n d  g iv e  a w o r k s h o p  

ev ery  y e a r .”

P e o p le  tell s tor ies  a b o u t  th e  m o u n 

ta in s ,  J e w ish  fa ith ,  h is to ry ,  N a t iv e  

A m e r ic a n  c u ltu re ,  p e r so n a l  s tor ies  

a n d  Ja ck  tales, w h ic h  fea tu re  th e

character  Jack  fro m  s u c h  stor ies  as 

“Jack  a n d  th e  B ea n s ta lk .” S o m e  

p e o p le  a d d  m u s ic  o r  p u p fte ts  to  

th e ir  s tor ies ,  a c c o r d in g  to  Bares. ‘

“T h e  sto r y  s ty le  an d  su b je c t  are as 

var ied  as th e  p e o p le ,” sa id  Bares.

T o d a y  m o s t  p e o p le  g e t  th e ir  s t o 

ries fro m  th e  te le v is io n ,  m o v ie s  a n d  

v id e o  g a m es  in s tea d  o f  a s k in g  for  

s tor ies  fro m  p a ren ts  a n d  g r a n d p a r 

en ts ,  a c c o r d in g  to  Bares.

“W e  are lu c k y  i f  w e  k n o w  five  

g e n e r a t io n s ,” sa id  Bares. “I f y o u  d o  

n o t  tell th eir  s tor ies  w h e n  th o s e  

p e o p le  d ie ,  t h e n  th o s e  s tor ies  are  

l o s t .”

“Y o u  ha v e  g o t  to  g o  o u t  a n d  ask  

an d  m o s t  o f  th e  p e o p le  to d a y  are  

n o t  a s k in g ,” sa id  B ares .  “Person a l  

s tor ies  are w h a t  c o n n e c t  us, a n d  

t h a t  is  w h y  1 g o t  i n v o l v e d  in  

s to r y te l l in g .”

T h e  storyte llers  w il l  p e r fo r m  at  

T e l la b r a t io n N o v .  19 fro m  3 - 6  p .m .  

at th e  F o lk  A r t  C en te r .

T e l la b r a t io n  is a n  in ter n a t io n a l  

c e leb ra t io n  th a t  b e g a n  as a w a y  to  

increase  c o m m u n i t y  a w aren ess  for  

s to r y te l l in g .  T e l la b r a t io n  is n o r 

m a l l y  h e ld  t h e  w e e k e n d  b e fo r e  

T h a n k s g iv in g  at v ar iou s  festivals  

w o r ld w id e  to  he lp  create a fe l low sh ip  

netw o rk  o f  storytellers, a c cord in g  to  

th e  Tel labration  W e b  site.

T h e  Cultural &  Special E ven ts  Per

f o r m in g  A rts  Ser ies  w il l  p r e se n t  

M o u n ta in  E ch o es  Storyfest featuring  

writers a n d  storytellers April 2 7 - 2 9 .  

“It  is ju s t  a w o n d e r f u l  e v e n t  w h e r e  

f a m i l i e s  a n d  t h e  e ld e r ly  c o u l d  

c o m e , ” sa id  F a c c ip o n t i ,  “W e  are  

alw ays  tr y in g  to  d o  o u tre a c h  a n d  

b r in g  c o m m u n i t i e s  to  th e  u n iv er 

sity .  S t u d e n ts  n e e d  to  hear  th e  s to 

ries a n d  h e lp  te ll  th e  s to r ie s .”

Keep recycling working. 

Buy recycled.

For a free brochure, 
please caU 1-800-2-RECYCLE

or visit
WWW. envir onmentaldef ense.org
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f i n d i n g  the  w a y s  th a t  wori<

http://www.main.nc.us/wncceib/Pewewardyhome.htm

