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Perspectives
Is democracy just too confusing?

Shaun Cashman

Colum nist

w h ile  doing some contract w ork 

for A-B T ech  recently, I had  the 
h onor o f  editing together a video 
p rom o for the upcom ing  E duca
tion Bill. I t  really m ade m e th ink  
about ou r whole screwed-up voting 
system.

O n e  o f  the last titles I m ade in the 
video says, “V ote  on  N ovem ber 
7 th .” I felt so hypocritical saying 
that. H ere  I am, m aking a video to 
convince people to vote for a bill 
that w ould give the  university sys
tem  m ore m oney  w hen I have no t 
in m y entire life ever gone to vote. 
A nd then I thought, “W h y  have I 

never voted?”
I’ve had plenty o f  opportunities . I 

even registered w hen I tu rned  18. 
A nd  w hat with the  new no-excuse 
policy th a t allows m e to vote any
tim e between O ct. 16 and  Nov. 7,
I can’t say I’m  too busy anymore. 

N ow , I like to consider myself an 
intelligent individual, so n o t  voting 
m ust be a conscious choice. Sure, 
laziness and  lack o f  interest plays a 
part, b u t  there has to be m ore to it. 
After all, voting is one o f  ou r m ost 

prized rights as citizens. W e  choose 
ou r leaders, right? Birthright, luck, 
age or m oney has n o th ing  to do 
w ith  it anymore... or does it?
W h o  can afford to run for govern

m ent? I t  takes a lot o f  m oney to get 
your face plastered before hundreds 
o f  thousands o f  non-vo ting  Am eri
cans. Ever notice how  99 percent o f  

the people runn ing  for governm ent 
are usually rich lawyers?

Sure, an odd  pro-wrestler or two 
can get elected o n  sheer nam e rec
ognition, b u t  m ost m ajor politi
cians are bred in fancy upper-class 

hatcheries in Texas. A nd  under p ro 
tective lighting, ou r young  politi
cians are trained for their future 

careers as b ig -m ou thed  slackers. 
Rejects becom e school board lead
ers.

But, to get to the po in t, the  n u m 
ber o f  people w ho can actually run  
for governm ent is a lo t smaller than  
we w ould  like to adm it. G o t to  keep 
o u t  the  riffraff after all. W e  can ’t 
have any sex offenders or d rug  ad 
dicts getting into positions o f  power. 
T h a t  w ould  be foolish.
A nd  to m ake it even harder to run 

for office, we have a rw’o party  sys
tem  w ith  little or no chance o f  a 
th ird  party  ever w inn ing  an elec
tion.
T here  are j ust way too m any people 

w ho vote a straight parry ticket 
because they actually believe that 
D em ocra ts  and  R epublicans are 
different. But w e’ll let those people

remain in their happy  little fanta 
sies. I w o u ld n ’t w a n t  to  b reak  

anyone’s bubble.
As such, bitterness towards ou r 

curren t party  system plays a small 

p art in m y n o t  voting. B ut if  all the 
nonvoting  people like m e w en t to 
the polls, ou r votes w ould  indeed 
m ake a difference, so still there has 

to be m ore.
So, w ould electing a th ird  party 

candidate really change anything? 
N o . W hy? Because we live under a 

bureaucracy, and  anyone w ho has 
ever worked in one know s th a t the 

essence o f  a bureaucracy is to never 
get any th ing  done.

Paper work, legal bribery, m edia 

m a n ip u la t io n  a n d  in n e r - p a r ty  
squabbles have m ade  sure th a t  our 

governm ent only  does som eth ing  
w hen alien invaders b low  up  ha lf  a  
state. B ut even then , it has to  be an 

im p o rtan t state. After all, the  Brit
ish invaded and  destroyed M o n 
tana years ago and  no one  noticed.

So we have a small group o f  law
yers ru n n in g  for offices and  then  
do ing  very little w hen they actually 
get into them  aside from bleeding us 
dry for “senatorial benefits. ” A nd you 
want m e to be part o f  this process?

A nd  how  m u ch  is the  popular 
vote really worth? In  the  vague re

cesses o f  m y m in d  are m em ories 
from m iddle  school a n d  o f  som e
th ing  called the  Electoral College. 
A ren ’t they ones w ho really m ake 
the voting  decisions? A nd  d o n ’t 
they base their choices on  the  Re
p u b lican /D em o cra t ic  registry in 
specified counties in upstate  N ew  
York?

D o  I even m ake a difference? I ’ve 
heard som e say yes and  som e say 
no. W h o  am  I to  believe? W h o  can 
I trust? C an  I listen to the  politi
cians? W h a t  was th a t abou t “N o  
new taxes,” or “I d id  n o t  have sexual 
relations w ith  that w om an?” H o w

abou t this whole th ing  on  term 
limits, and  d id n ’t som ebody say 
they’d  legalize p o t  or praying in 
schools or something?

I personally believe we vote for 
whoever has the funniest voice so 
we can m ake fun o f  them . N ow a
days, if  a child  says, “I w ant to be 
the  President w hen I grow u p ,” we 
quickly rush h im  to a psychiatrist.

B u t ignoring m y pessimistic and 
cynical view o f  o u r  curren t policy 
leaders, voting  should  still be m y 

civic du ty  and pride, right? W h o  
cares i f  I have no  knowledge o f  any 
o f  the candidates or their platforms? 
W h y  should  it bo ther m e that the 
popular vote doesn’t m ean any

thing?

So y o u ’re telling m e th a t all I have 
to do  is flip this small switch for 
some annoying  candidate, and  no t 
only do  I get a new  leader ben t on 

econom ically ravaging the  m iddle- 
class, b u t  I also get signed u p  for 

jury  duty . Cool. W h a t a great privi
lege. I t  w ould  be un-A m erican to 
th in k  otherwise.

H ave I confused you yet? I f  not, 
please read paragraph two, section 
three again, b u t this tim e, ignore 
any reference to “sm all-beaked- 
ch ipm unk-cooker. ”
T o  conclude, I d o n ’t  vote because 

I sim ply could  care less who wins 
and  I find the  whole process terri
bly confusing and pointless. T hose  
in charge, w h e th e r  R epublican , 

D em ocra tic  or other, will con tinue  
to run  things the  same way.

Taxes and  inflation will steadily 
increase, o u r  env ironm en t will go 
to crap and  w ith  any luck I ’ll p ro b 
ably be drafted in the next war, 
w hich  will conveniently  occur right 
after th a t w hole pygmy-sex-slave 
scandal th ing  in the  W h ite  H ouse.

O h  well, tim e to go sup p o rt this 
great co un try  o f  ours w ith  30  per
cent o f  m y wages.

Addressing mid-semester problems

Jason Allen 

Columnist

As the m idpo in t o f  the  semester 
flies past us, there are issues that 
simply need to be discussed.

First, I w onder abou t the new 
eating establishm ent on  campus. 
N ow , as a carnivore, I find the  idea 
o f  having a place that specializes in 
meat (namely chicken) w ithin walk
ing distance very appealing.
B ut the th ing I d o n ’t get is the  fact 

that we have a high vegetarian popu 
lace around here. W h at about them? 
Sure, they can eat fries, b u t  it seems 
that even the salads there have sliced, 
grilled chicken in them. I ’m  sur
prised they haven’t started a peti
tion  or a protest yet.

I know  this one is a little late, bu t 
what about C om ing  O u t Day? Does 
everyone have a holiday now? I’m 
n o t  gay, b u t  I feel, as a liberal- 
m inded  individual, that they de
serve a m o n th  like African Am eri
cans and  wom en.

By the  way, can we have a W e

Love Jason Allen Day? You know, 
where everyone wears little bu ttons 
proclaim ing their love for their fa
vorite colum nist. T h a t  could  be 
neat. Everyone eats a three-m eat- 
m in im u m  pizza, drinks a Sun  D ro p  
soda and watches a t least one hour 
o f  cartoons o r  W W F  wrestling. 
T h en  they all sit a ro u n d  the Jason 
Allen D ay  tree, sing songs and ex

change presents.
N ext is the  sudden  shift o f  sea

sonal events in the  retail world. 
N ow , call m e crazy, b u t  I though t 
the  order o f  events for the  fall and 
w inter was H allow een, T hanksg iv 
ing and  then  C hristm as. I know  
that som e places k in d  o f  gloss over 
Hallow een because o f  the  stigma 
attached to it, b u t  w o u ld n ’t  that 
m ean that the next logical holiday 
would be Thanksgiving?

I f  that is correct, then  how  come 
departm ent stores are already p u t 
ting up Christmas trees and wreaths?

I rem em ber the  C hristm as shop 
ping  season used to start the  day 
after Thanksgiving, no t the day af
ter the  F o u rth  o f  July.

Speaking o f  order, the  weather is 
o u t  o f  control. First, it gets cold 

enough  to snow around  the begin
n ing  o f  the m o n th  and now we are 
back to early sum m er temperatures. 
I ’m  n o t com plain ing about it, b u t  

the  sudden  shifts in the tem pera
tu re  drive som e o f  us crazy as o u t 
bodies scramble to keep up  w ith  the 

changes.
I know  it can ’t be M other N a tu re ’s 

fault, so I ’m  going to  blame the 
atm ospheric  science students. O h , 
come on , we all know  they have 
special magical powers to mess the 
weather up  just by predicting it. 
O n e  will m ake a prediction, the 
weather does som.ething else, then 

ano ther one o f  them  makes a pre
diction and  so on.

I f  they ever all agree on  some
thing, all w eather will cease to exist 
and  the  w orld  will com e to an end, 
so there’s never a happy  m edium. 
O h , well.

I t  seems th a t the  departm ents 
could use a happy  m edium  to re
solve these fund ing  fights. I got in 
an a rgum ent w ith  an athlete who 
will remain nameless abou t fund
ing for departm ents. T his individual 
was very knowledgeable about eco
nomics, and  gave m e a run  for my 
money, so to speak.
H e  said th a t I had no room  to talk 

a b o u t  the  a th le tic  d e p a r tm en t’s

fu nd ing  w hen m y departm en t, the 

d ram a departm en t, also had a huge 
budget.

“B u t a t least ou r U S IT T  (U nited  
States Insti tu te  o f  T hea tre  T ech 
nology) team  that goes to  national 

com petit ion  has w on two national 
cham pionsh ips in the  four or so 
years they’ve been a ro u n d ,” I said. 
“W h a t abou t you guys?”

In the  end, I d id n ’t w in  the  argu

m en t, b u t  th a t  sh u t h im  up  for a 
few m inutes. O h ,  you can support 
o u r  national cham ps by com ing  to 
the  H a u n te d  T h ea tre  at Carol Belk 

T h ea tre  and  get som e well-needed 
scares for a few bucks. T h e  m oney 
helps to send o u r  team  to com peti

tion , so w atch for fliers and  posters 
for the dates and  times.

Speaking o f  theater. I ’m  going to 

use a spot here to p lug  m y latest 
endeavor. O c t. 30  and  31 from 
4:30 to 7  p .m . in Carm ichael 208 
will be the aud itions for m y show o f  
the season. T h e  show  is an adap ta 
tion  o f  J im  H e n so n ’s “L abyrin th .” 
T h a t ’s right, you heard  m e cor
rectly.

T h e  aud itions are open to all stu 
dents, faculty a n d  staff, and  no  pre
vious experience is necessary. Some 
com e on  o u t  and  su p p o rt m e in m y 
work.

So, anyhow , I w an t  you all to  go 
ou t  there this week or the  next and 
just look for som eth ing  th a t just 
seems wrong. Ju s t find it, w onder 
abou t it and  then  have a good laugh 
at the  silliness o f  life.

The Blue ta e r  welcomes letters and comments regarding the content or quality of this publication. Letters should 
should not exceed 300 words. Letters for publication must also Include the author’s signature, class standing and 
major or other rjelatlonship to uncn. nil submissions are subject to editing for length and content The deadline for 
Letters to the Editor is noon on Tuesday. Please send letters to: The Blue Bduner, Karpen Hall 244, One University 
Heights, flshevllle, I1.C. 28804, submit a letter via the Blue Banner Online, or e-mail banner@unca.edu.

Guns as tools: NR A 
and butcher knives

Josh Day

Colum nist

W h a t w ould  the  N R A  d o  w ith o u t  
their bu tcher knives?

Laws fixing the  gun-show  loop 
hole and  b ann ing  assault weapons 

w ould  have been passed years ago if  
it w eren ’t for the overw helm ing 

N R A  influence in Congress. An 
Aryan N a tio n s  lunatic  can shoot up 

a daycare center and  Congress has 
th e  a u d a c i ty  to  c o m p a r e  h is  

subm achine  gun to a bu tch er knife. 
Yes, B uford  O . Furrow , J r . ’s guns 

and  bu lle tp ro o f vest were all legally 
purchased.

Let’s face it. I f  Am erica d id n ’t 
have such easy access to  guns, the 
m u rd er  rate w ould  d ro p  signifi
cantly. In Britain, private citizens 
can n o t ow n handguns. A  total o f  
twelve people died from gun crimes 
in 1999. You know  h o w  m an y  
people d ied  in the U.S.? A bou t 
16,000.

A nd  the  N R A  tells us it a in ’t the 
guns.

T h is  issue has been on  people’s 
m inds ever since C o lum bine . In  
case y o u ’ve forgotten the  weapons 
used in this particular gun massa
cre, let m e refresh your m em ory.

A pair o f  o ld  shotguns were used, 
the  a ll-A m erican  h o m e-d e fen se  
gun. W ith  the barrels sawed off, the 
spray o f  pellets covers a m u ch  w ider 
area —  horrible for duck  h u n tin g , 
b u t ideal for close quarte r  work. 
Also used in the  a ttack  was a semi

au tom atic  H i P o in t Rifle (9m m ). 
According to  the O h io  m anufac 
tu rer w ho created this weapon, this 
gun was designed for the average 
w orking m an. W al-M art sells 9 m m  
am m unition .

In tratec  T E C  D C  sem i-autom atic  
pistol (9m m ), a now  illegal h a n d 
gun th a t was originally designed as 
a “peace keeper” for the white South  

African governm ent, was em ployed 
as well. W h e n  it was still legally 

being m anufactured  (in the Reagan 
years before Jo h n  H inckley  tried to 
impress

Jodie Foster) the  T E C -9  was once 
advertised as the  m ost popular crim e 
gun in America.

I f  it w eren’t  for C lin to n  getting 
the ban passed the N R A -ow ned  
congress, this gun w ould  still be 

m anufactured  and  sold at gun shops 
around  the country.

O f  course this “b an ” means little 
to n o th ing  because owners o f  the 
gun can still sell to anyone they 
please. In fact, you can go to a gun 

show and find  guns sold in  bu lk  
quantities alongside o ther semi-il- 
legal weapons like rocket launchers 
and subm achine guns.

T h e  N R A  has us believing m ost 
guns used in crimes are stolen. 
T h a t’ s true, only  if  you include all 
crimes — arm ed robbery, k id n ap 
ping and rape -  w here  a gun  is only

present, no t fired. T hese  crimes 

m ake up the bu lk  o f  crim inal activ
ity in the  country.

B ut ifyou  look at crimes like mass 

m urder, non-gang  related h o m i

cide and  hate  crimes, the guns are 
m ost often legally purchased, usu 

ally at a gun  show. T h e  C o lu m b in e  
guns were legally purchased, as were 
nearly all o f  the  weapons used in 

school shootings and  o th e r  mass 
m urders.

You could  h o p  on  the  interstate 
one  weekend, drive to  the nearest 
gun show, p ick  up  a fully a u to 
m atic  M - 11 m achine gun and  m ow  
d ow n dozens o f  people by M o n 
day. M eanw hile , the  N R A  is talk
ing ab o u t bu tcher knives.

After all, a firearm, no  m atte r  

h ow  wickedly designed, is m erely a 
tool. I t ’s an inan im ate  object. G u n s  
d o n ’t kill people, people kill people, 
right?

D espite  it being created to  kill 

and  thus being a tool o f  ind ispu t
able evil, it remains just a  tool, 
according to  the NRA.

So w h a t’s to be done? Close the  
gun shop loophole? Ban assault 
w eapons (seriously this time)? Im 
pose child safety locks? Prosecute 
parents? R equire registration o n  all 
h a n d g u n s  cu rren tly  ow ned  and  
purchased? Ban handguns? Ban all 
guns?

First o f  all, the child safety lock 
law is nonsense. I t ’s only  on  the  
discussion table because Dem ocrats 
are trying to please d u m b  gun  c o n 
trol advocates w ho d o n ’t  kn o w  any 
better. Look a t  Al G o re ’s crusade 

to  ban the  Saturday N ig h t  Special, 
for instance. I f  y o u ’re keeping a 
loaded gun for defense, it som e
w h a t ruins the purpose  o f  a fast 
retrieval w hen you have p u n ch  in a 

four-code com bination  w hich you 
could  easily forget in the heat o f  
the  m om ent.

Yes, the availability o f  guns is the  
la rg es t c o n t r i b u t in g  fa c to r  to  

A m e r ic a ’s o u t r a g e o u s  m u r d e r  
count. Yes, a lo t o f  in n o cen t people 

have to die to preserve o u r  right to 
bear arms. T h is  is America. “W e ’re 

arm ed, and  we like to shoo t,” as 
R o g e r  &  M e  c re a to r  M ich ae l  
M oore  once aptly  pu t. W ith  all the 
a rm ed  citizens in this country , i t ’s 

a miracle we d o n ’t have bullets 
flying over o u r  head whenever we 
walk outside.

W e  are a v io lent culture  because 
o f  guns, a n d  we have to either 
accept th a t fact or do  som ething 
a b o u t the  influence o f  the  N R A  in 
o u r  governm ent.

In  the m eantim e, please stop  the 
nonsense. I t  insults all o f  us. Sena
to r  O rr in  H a tch , w hen  you co m 

pare an M -1 6  assault rifle to a 
garden-variety k itchen knife.

Ash e v il l e  N o r t h  Ca r o l in a

Employment Hotline: 828-255-1144  
Visit the Biltmore Estate Web site a t 

www.biltmore.com for Estate information 
and links to our job  postings.
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