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JlCoverage of third 
parties insufficient

Kevin Rollins 

Columnist

T his year, he m em bers o f  the Lib­
ertarian, Reform, G reen, N atural 
Law and  C o n stitu tio n  parties, as 

well as supporters o f  independents, 
have been called everything from 
crazies-on-the-fringe to the destroy­

ers o f  Am erica because ou r votes 

m ight cause the  “greater o f  the  two 
evils” to be elected. I d o n ’t  see a 

greater o f  two evils.
I see one evil — the W ash ing ton  

elite th a t has no  interest in dem oc­
racy o r fair play. I r is  an en trenched  
force th a t profits from  its position, 
and uses th a t profit to  entrench 
itself further. It is com prised  o f  the 
media, governm ent officials, elected 
politicians a n d  the  g iant m achines 
o f  the R epublican and  D em ocra tic  

parties.
H arry  Browne, Pat B uchanan, 

Ralph N ader, Jo h n  H agelin  and 
H ow ard  Philips were b randed  from 
the  start as insignificant. A t the 
beginning o f  the  year, the  m edia 
companies surveyed the co n ten d ­
ers and found  o u t that each o f  these 
candidates had far less people who 
planned  on  voting for th em  than 
either the  Republican or the  D e m o ­
crat. Obviously, because they d id n ’t 
have any support  a t  the  beginning 
o f  the  year, they  co u ld n ’t  possibly 
have m ore by Election Day.

T h e  m edia scrupulously ignored 
these candidates. T h e  m edia  m ade 
its p redic tion  and used its pow er to 
hide these candidates from  the  view 
o f  the  Am erican people. T h ey  engi­
neered a self-fulfilling prophecy. 

Sure, they w ould  occasionally make 
a reference to  th e  sideshow  o f  
Buchanan vs. N ader, b u t  this was 
m ainly to  rem ark on how  the pair 
affected the  race between Bush and 

Gore.
N o b o d y  really wants to  vote for 

these guys. T h ey  are just voting 
against the  one they like less. A nd  

the  m edia  has the  audacity  to  tell us 
th a t voting  for Browne, Buchanan, 
N ader, H agelin and  Philips is a 

wasted vote.

Endless hours o f  p rogram m ing  
had analysts p icking apart the car- 
bon-copy platform s o f  G ush  and 
Bore, divining their change in m ood  

from day to day, and  rem arking on 
their c lo th ing  choices. Coverage o f  
th ird  parties was always subject to 
being preem pted , should the Bush 
and  G ore campaigns m ake the  m ost 
insign ifican t a n n o u n cem en ts .  A 
Republican or D em ocrat flunky was 
always o f  m ore  interest to the press 
than a third-party  candidate or party 
convention.
T h e  m ajor networks d id  cover the 

Reform Party convention. T h e  Re­
form Party’s raucous fracture and 
subsequent split was fodder for their 
preconceived n o tio n  th a t th ird  par­

ties will never be successful. A ppar­
e n tly ,  a successfu l c o n v e n t io n  

should  be totally scripted, involve 
no  party  decisions, an d  have party 
leaders telling their delegates w hen 
to cheer and  w hen  to  shu t up.

W h en  it was tim e for the  presi­

dential debates, exclusion raised its 

ugly head once again. T h e  C o m ­
mission on  Presidential D ebates set 
an insurm ountab le  bar th a t a can ­
d idate  m ust have at least 15 percent 
o f  the  popular support in five se­
lected polls to be invited. Since the 
th ird-party  candidates had  no t been 

covered by the  m edia, they  d id  no t 
m anage to reach this point. N o  
m atter how  m any  times the  parable 
o fjesse  V en tu ra  and his 10 percent 
before the" M inneso ta  debates was 
told, the  R epublican-and-D em o- 
c rat-contro lled  com m ission kep t 
saying no.

“H e  w o n ,” we w ould  tell them . 
“W e d o n ’tcare ,” they replied. Ralph 
N ader wasn’t even allowed to watch.

I f  the  th ird  p a rty  candidates 
w eren’t threatening, w hy were Bush 
and  G ore  so afraid to debate them?

T h e  ro o m  tem perature  o f  sixty- 
five degrees was decided u pon , and 
Bush and G ore  debated. W ith o u t  
any unexpected challenges or tough 
questions, the debates were trite 
little affairs. N o  real differences were 
uncovered. Som e people decided 
they ha ted  Bush m ore and  some 
people decided they ha ted  G ore 
m ore.

I really like H arry  Browne. H e  
represents w ha t I believe. N either 
Bush nor G ore  comes close. Is it 
worthw hile  to vote for som eth ing  I 
d o n ’t want?

I f  you  w an t to see any change in 
W ash ing ton , d o n ’t vote for one o f  
the  two D em opublican  half-m en. 
A vote for them  is an endorsem ent 
o f  the system. I t  is the  acquiescence 
to all the  nonsense that the m edia 
has been pouring  on  us all year 
long.

T h e  status-quo politicians read the 

polls to find o u t  w h a t they  need to 
support. Please d o n ’t read the  polls 
w hen it comes to your vote. Vote 

for w hat you believe. I f  you believe 
H arry  Browne o r P a t B uchanan  is 

your m an, pull the lever for h im . I f  
your game is m ore  along the  lines o f  
R a lph  N a d e r ,  Jo h n  H ag e lin  or 

H o w ard  Philips, w rite  in one  o f  
them .
I t  doesn’t m atte r  i f  R alph N a d e r’s 

w rite-in  votes w o n ’t be co u n ted  by 
the  State B oard o f  Elections. It 
doesn’t m atter that Buchanan m ight 
h u rt  Bush. It doesn’t m atter if  H arry  
Browne disrupts their little elec­
tion. I t  is o u r  election. Let’s fight 
for w hat we w ant, n o t  for w hat they 

tell us we can have.

The Blue Banner welcomes letters and com­
ments regarding the content or quality of 
this publication. Letters should be typed, 
double-spaced, and should not exceed 300 
words. Letters for publication should also 
include the author’s signature, class stand­
ing and major or other relationship to 
UNCA. All submissions are subject to editing 
for length and content. E-mail and web sub­
missions should contain a telephone number 
for verification. The deadline for Letters to 
the Editor is noon on Tuesday. Please send 
letters to: The Blue Banner, Karpen Hall 
244, One University Heights, Asheville, N.C. 
28804, submit a letter via the Blue Banner 
Online, or e-mail banner@unca.edu.

Bond referendum needed for North 
Carolina higher education progress

sen student
Government 
Association

Ryan Southern

SGA columnist

C om pla in , com plain, co m p la in —  
is this w hat we are all abou t here at 

U N C A ? D o  we just w hine  and 

m o an  abou t the  things that we d o n ’t 
have a n d  the things that are w rong 
w ith  o u r  university? You th in k  i t’s 
bad now, b u t  if  the  H ig h er E duca ­
tion  Im provem ent Bonds d o n ’t pass 

on  N ov. 7, you haven’t seen any­
th ing  yet. T h is  is w hy passing the 
bonds are a m ust for the  University 

o f  N o r th  C aro lina  system and  for 
U N C A .

M any  others and  I clearly see the 
need for these bonds to pass to 
ensure the  fu ture  o f  n o t only  our 
ow n institu tion , b u t the  higher- 
educa tion  standard  th a t exempli­
fies ou r sta te’s university system.

Yet, tim e and  tim e again, I have 
heard  m isin form ed a n d  ignorant 
responses to the  bonds. Selfish com ­
m ents  like, “W h y  should  I vote for 
it? I ’ll never see any th ing  from  it,” 
have filled m y  ears m ore  th an  once. 
T h e  constra in ing  arms o f  good po ­
litical co n d u c t and  m y  ow n m oral 
beliefs have kep t these people from 
getting  a big smack.
I t ’s un fo rtu n ate  th a t these poorly- 

in form ed individuals d o n ’t realize 
th a t the facilities th a t they  enjoy 
now  (i.e. H ea lth  and  Fitness C e n ­
ter, park ing  deck, etc.) are a result 
o f  the foresight o f  individuals m any 
years ago w ho saw the  im portance 
o f  high-quality facilities. T h ey  made 
the  sacrifice to provide these com ­
forts to us now  an d  m an y  o f  them  
never got a chance to  see the  com ­
pleted projects. N o w  it’s o u r  tu rn  
to give back.

As m an y  people as we. S tuden t 
G o v ern m en t and  the  b o n d  com ­
m ittee  at U N C A  have reached and  
inform ed, I feel as tho u g h  there are 

m any  o f  you o u t  there w ho still 
have questions, and  are unsure o f  
how  to vote on  these bonds that 

you have heard  o f  I ’m  here  to  clear 
up  any rum ors and  p u t  y o u r m in d  
at ease on  this incredible a n d  his­
toric  issue by giving you  som e fre­

quently  asked questions and  their 
answers.

Q : I f  approved by  voters in N o ­
vember, how  will the  $3.1 billion 
bon d  issue be used?

A: T h e  bonds will upgrade every 
state and  c o m m u n ity  college cam ­
pus. Bonds will provide $ 2.5  bil­
lion for repair, renovation  and  co n ­
struction  o f  classrooms, science and 
technology labs and  dorm s at all 1 (S 
U N C  campuses, and  will finance 
fed era lly -m an d a ted  u pgrades at 
U N C -T V . A no ther $60 0  million 
will go towards upgrad ing  capacity 
a t all 59 co m m u n ity  college institu ­
tions.

Q : Exactly w hat will the m oney  
go for?
A: T h e  state Legislature has passed 

a law w ith  a specific list o f  projects 
for university im provem ents and 
y o u  c a n  see  t h a t  l is t  a t  

WWW.uncbuildings.org. At co m m u ­
n ity  colleges, there is a form ula that 
determ ines exactly how  m u ch  each 
cam pus will get, an d  you can look 
at th a t form ula  on  the N .C . com ­
m u n i t y  c o lle g e  w e b  s i te ,  
w w w .n c c c s .c c .n c .u s . As far as 
U N C A  goes, there  are num erous 
projects th a t will be funded  by the 
bonds. T o  see this list, please visit 

th e  U N C A  h o m e p a g e  
(w w w .unca.edu) a n d  click on  the 
h igher educa tion  b onds link  at the

top  o f  the page.
Q : W h en  will the  bon d  funds be 

spent, and  w hen will they be re­

paid?
A: T h e  bonds will be issued over a 

six-year period  beg inn ing  in 2001, 

in am oun ts  (regulated by  law) that 
will enable c o m m u n ity  college and 
university cam puses to m anage the 
construction  and  renovation  effi­
ciently, while m in im izing  d isrup ­

tion  for students. T h e  b onds  will be 
repaid over a 25 year period, allow­
ing the  state to  pay for the  buildings 
as they are used-just like a  m ortgage 

on  your hom e.
Q : W ill there be any oversight o f  

this spending  and  construction?
A: Yes. T h e  General Assembly has 

created a H igher E duca tion  B ond 
O versight C om m ittee , w hich  will 
m o n ito r  progress on  the  capital 
plans a n d  receive regular reports 
and  updates from the university, 
the  co m m u n ity  colleges, the  State 
T reasurer, and  the Office o f  State 
C onstruc tion . T o  ensure th a t the 
construction  program  is carried o u t 

in the tim ely m an n er expected by 
the  G eneral Assembly, the  C o m ­
m ittee  will advise relevant agencies 
and  m ake recom m endations on  the 
t im ing  a n d  uses o f  b o n d  issuances.

In  addition , the b o n d  legislation 
specifies the a m o u n t o f  b o n d  fu n d ­
ing th a t  will flow to  each university 
cam pus and  to  each co m m u n ity  

college. For each university cam ­
pus, the  legislation fu rther details 

the  level o f  b o n d  funding  in tended  
for every build ing project listed in 
the  act. T h u s ,  voters will know  pre ­
cisely how  the $3.1 billion bond  
issue will be d istribu ted  and  used.

Q : Isn’t this a  large a m o u n t o f  

d eb t for the state to  carry?
A: N o . N o r th  C aro lina’s curren t 

d eb t is one o f  the lowest in the 
nation . Even after all curren tly  au ­

thorized d eb t is issued, including 

the university and  c o m m u n ity  col­
lege bonds, the  state’s level o f  deb t 
will be  relatively low. Analysts 
project that between now  and 2025, 
the state’s annual required debt- 

service paym ent w ould  exceed 3 
percen t o f  the  sta te’s G eneral Fund  
budget in only three  years [2004- 
OS, 3.1 percent; 200 5 -0 6 , 3.2 per­
cent; and  200 6 -0 7 , 3.3 percent].

Financial experts consider any 
a m o u n t under 5 percen t to  be con ­
servative to m oderate  debt. State 
T reasurer H arlan  Boyles supports 
the issuance o f  these bonds as a 
sound  investm ent in valuable assets 
ow ned  by the  citizens o f  N o r th  
Carolina.

Q : W ill m y taxes need to go up  to 
pay for the  bonds?

A: N o . W hile  no  one can predict 
w hether taxes will go u p  for o ther 
reasons. S ta te  T reasu re r H a rlan  
Boyles and  m an y  o ther state leaders 
have plainly stated th a t the state 
will be able to repay these bonds 
w ith o u t  the need to  raise taxes.

Q : W ill tu it ion  and  s tu d en t fees 
go up  to  pay for the  bonds?

A: N o . T u it io n  and  general s tu ­
d en t  fees will no t be used to  repay 
the university and  c o m m u n ity  col­
lege bonds. As it has always done, 
the  university will con tinue  to use 

designated fees to support construc­
tion  and  upkeep o f  certain s tuden t 
facilities. For example, rental fees 
paid  by students living in  cam pus 
residence halls help pay for the con ­

s truc tion  and  m ain tenance  o f  these 

buildings.
Q: D o esn ’t the  state already p ro ­

vide fijnds to  pay for bu ild ing  c o n ­
struction  and  renovation  on u n i ­
versity campuses?

A: U niversity  buildings belong to 

the  state, and  the General Assembly 
is the p rim ary  source o f  new  build ­
ing and  renovation funds for the  

university. Still, over the  past 75 
years, the university has generated 
a b o u t 40  percen t o f  all construc ­

t ion  dollars spen t from  its ow n re­
sources.
Because o f  the  G eneral Assembly’s 

historic  pay-as-you-go approach to 

capital financing, the  state’s record 
on  prov id ing  funds for university 
construction  has been b o th  erratic 

a n d  inadequate , based on  w hether 
there  was m oney  left over after all 
operating needs have been met. This 

b o n d  issue w ould  provide a reliable 
stream  o f  capital fund ing  to  m eet 
en ro llm en t grow th, an d  w ould  also 
enable the  university to address the 
huge  backlog o f  repair a n d  renova­
tion  needs th a t has accum ulated  
over m an y  decades.

Q ; A ren ’t the  counties respon­
sible for constructing  and  m ain ­
ta in ing  co m m u n ity  college bu ild ­
ings?

A: C o m m u n ity  college buildings 
do  belong to the  counties th a t spon ­
sor them , an d  counties historically 
have been the  principal source o f  
fu nd ing  for their construction  and 
m aintenance. O ver the  years, how ­
ever, m an y  c o m m u n ity  colleges 
have received special legislative ap ­
propria tions for capital, and  the 
entire  co m m u n ity  college system 
benefited from  a 1993 statewide 
b o n d  issue.

G iven shifting econom ies, m any  

local governm ents, particularly ru ­
ral and  “low -w ealth” counties, have 
found  it increasingly difficult to 
keep th e ir  cam puses u p -to -d a te  
w ith o u t  supplem ental state assis­
tance. In  fact, a b o u t 40  percen t o f  
the total capital investm ent in the 
com rhunity  college system has come 
from  state funds.

T h e  proposed  200 0  b o n d  issue 
w ould  require m an y  local govern­

m ents  to  partially m atch  funds tar­

geted for new  co m m u n ity  college 
buildings. T h is  m atch ing  require­
m en t has been reduced or waived 
for low-wealth counties and  elim i­
nated  for counties th a t  have ex­

ceeded h istoricm atch  requirements. 
T h ere  is no  m atch ing  requ irem en t 
for repair an d  renovation  projects. 

T h u s ,  the  use o f  b o n d  funds will 
pe rm it expansion and  renovation 
w ith o u t  the  need to raise property  
taxes.

Q : Are the  historically black u n i­
versity cam puses ge tting  their fair 
share o f  the  b o n d  funding?

A: Yes. W hile  the  co n su ltan t’s 
f in d in g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a tio n s  
were based on  actual needs as o p ­
posed to  a p re-determ ined  form ula, 
on  a pe r-studen t basis or o ther co m ­
parisons, the  university’s five his­
torically black cam puses will re­
ceive an  equitable share o f  the  bo n d  
proceeds. M oreover, since the  black 
campuses, along w ith  o th e r  smaller 
campuses, have less ability  to  gen­
erate their ow n funds for cam pus 
projects such as dorm itories  and 
similar s tuden t facilities, a m u ch  
higher p ro p o rtio n  o f  their iden ti­
fied five-year capital needs will be 
funded  th rough  the  bonds th an  is 
the  case w ith  larger campuses.

Q : H o w  did  university a n d  com ­
m u n ity  college buildings get in a 
cond ition  th a t requires such a large 
investm ent in repairs an d  renova­
tions?

A: University  buildings have been 
constructed  over two centuries, and 
as they age, facilities inevitably be­
com e o u td a ted  or require build ing  
system repairs. O ver the  years, the 

university has regularly requested

state appropria tions to  carry o u t  
needed repairs and  renovations, bu t 
the G eneral Assembly’s ability or 
willingness to provide such funds 
has com e now here close to m eeting  
the  do cu m en ted  need. O n ly  since 

1993 has the  state provided a steady 
source o f  funds for the  ro u tin e  u p ­
keep o f  state buildings, including 

university buildings. Also, m any  
older university buildings are no 
longer suited for their original p u r ­

poses.
N o th in g  short o f  a m ajor retrofit 

can adap t 1940s laboratories to  ac­
com m oda te  21st-cen tury  uses, for 

example. C onsider the case o f  H ines 
Hall at N o r th  C aro lina  A & T , a 50- 

year-old chem istry  build ing  th a t  is 
dilapidated, overcrowded, and  lacks 
air co nd ition ing  and  proper venti­

lation. Even i f  it were restored to 
pristine  1950 cond ition , this b u ild ­
ing w ould be completely inadequate 

for m odern -day  chem istry  in struc ­
tion.

Similarly, the  C o m m u n ity  C o l­
lege System is a lm ost 40  years old, 

and  m any  cam pus facilities are even 
older. M any  c o m m u n ity  college 
buildings have undergone  little or 
no renovation since they were first 
constructed , due  to lim ited  local
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Q : H o w  can we be sure th a t our 

sta te-ow ned  buildings w o n ’t fall 
in to  disrepair in the  future?

A: W hile  the  Reserve for Repair 
a n d  R enovations, established in 
1993 to  provide annual funds for 
the  rou tine  upkeep o f  state-owned 
buildings, is an  excellent program , 
it c an ’t begin  to  e lim in a te  the  
university’s backlog o f  renovation 
needs th a t accum ulated  over m any 
years p rio r to 1993. F u rtherm ore , 
it only  w orks w hen it is funded. 
T h e  b o n d  issue will address this 
backlog, help ing  the state get and 
rem ain cu rren t o n  preserving its 
university assets.

Q : W h a t  happens to the  c o m m u ­

nity  colleges and  the  university if 
this b o n d  issue doesn’t  pass?
A: Access to  a co m m u n ity  college 

o r  university educa tion  will be sig­

nificantly restricted, a n d  the  d e m ­
onstrated econom ic benefits derived 
from  o u r  fine co m m u n ity  college 
and  university systems will be lim ­

ited.
By law, c o m m u n ity  colleges m ain ­

tain an “open  d o o r” policy, w ith 
space for everybody w ho can and 
w ants to  learn. I f  voters reject this 

b o n d  issue, m any  colleges will be 
forced to  tu rn  people away who 

need to gain technical skills, pre ­
pare  for further h igher education , 
o r  earn h igh school credentials. T h e  

m ost dram atic  im pact is likely to  be 
in fast-growing industries, w hich 

a lre a d y  d e m a n d  m o re  t ra in e d  
graduates than  co m m u n ity  colleges 
have room  to  produce.

Similarly, faced w ith  enro llm ent 
g row th  o f  over 30  percen t in the 
next decade, university campuses 
will be unable to a d m it m any  quali­
fied N .C .  students. Som e campuses 
already have had to  lim it adm is­
sions d u e  to lack o f  space. T h e  
university’s repu ta tion  for excel­
lence in teaching and research gives 
N .C . a com petitive econom ic ad ­
vantage, b u t  unless we repair and 
renew o u r  classrooms, laboratories, 
and  o ther buildings, th a t com peti­
tive edge will be losr.
N ov. 6  at 11:50 a.m ., com e to the 

d in ing  hall and  support the bonds 
at the  b o n d  referendum  rally spon ­
sored by SGA. W e  will be the  host 
o f  several local in cu m b en t legisla­
tors o f  the  area, including senators 
Charles C arte r  and  Steve Metcalf, 
a a d  representatives W ilm a  Sherrill, 
Lanier Cansler and M artin  Nesbit. 
Please jo in  us in support  o f  this 
m ost urgent issue and  feel free to 
con tact us w ith  any questions or 

com m ents  you m ay have at 251- 

658 7  or sga@ bulldog.unca.edu.
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