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Sports
U N C A  beats GWU in 
final home match, 3-1
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Junior setter Jessica Beal helped lead UNCA to a victory 
over Gardner-Webb University.

Ben Ezell
staff Writer

T he U N C A  volleyball team won 
their last regular-season match o f 
the year on Nov. 14 at the Justice 
Center as they defeated Gardner- 
W ebb University 3-1.

T he match also marked the last 
home game for Bulldog seniors 
Khristine Ambrose and Linwood 
Jaycocks.

“Going in to  the tournament, 
we needed a strong win to help 
push us, and everyone played 
well,” said junior outside hitter

Leslie Whitfield.
T he win by U N C A  (13-20) was 

its second straight victory and an 
added boost going into the Big 
South Conference tournament on 
Friday, said Whitfield.

“Everyone played confidently 
and together, and it was an all- 
a ro u n d  good  g a m e ,” said 
Whitfield.
T he Bulldogs j umped out to the 

early lead and won the first game 
handily, but G W U  came back to 
tie the score at one game apiece.

U N C A  seemed to lose some of 
its concentration in the second 
game and that was a major reason 
for the loss o f that game.

“I think it was unforced errors,” 
said Whitfield. “It was our fault 
because we made some silly mis
takes. W e were not communicat
ing with each other, we were miss
ing our serves at the wrong time 
and our passing kind o f broke 
down in that game. W e stepped it 
up in that third game, realized we 
were making those mistakes and 
tried to fix them .”

The Bulldogs then closed out 
the match in the third and fourth 
games to record their 13th win o f 
the season.

S ophom ore  o u ts id e  h it te r  
Kristie Brinkley had 20 kills and 
13 digs for the Bulldogs while 
jun ior outside h itter H eather 
Terrell contributed 15 kills ^ n d  
17 digs to help the U N C A  cause.

W hitfield added a career-high 
12 kills and 18 digs.

G W U  was led by Theresa 
Harrison and Sara Alford with 12 
kills each and Kellie Williams 
with 15 digs.

U N C A  finished the BSC regu
lar season tied for fifth place with 
Elon College, but will play as the 
sixth seed in the tournam ent held 
at High Point University.

The Bulldogs play third-seeded 
W inthrop University as play be
gins Nov. 17.
W inthrop defeated the Bulldogs 

in two close four-game matches 
earlier in the year. However, 
U N C A  remains confident about 
its chances.

“I think it is anybody’s tourna
ment, and this is what we’ve been 
preparing for all season long,” 
said Whitfield. “Coach Torbett 
is excited that we drew W inthrop 
to play because we have lost to 
them twice, and we know them 
pretty well. W e are a pretty even 
match-up for them .”

U N C A  will be w ithout one of 
its starters for the tournament. 
Freshman outside hitter Kelly 
Budnik will not play because o f  a 
thum b injury sustained in the 
last contest against W inthrop.
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Bulldogs beat USA Vasda 
with last-minute basket
Rngela Hantz
staff Writer

The U N C A  m en’s basketball team 
was able to pull out a 82-81 win 
over USA Vasda, a traveling exhibi
tion team, in a game Nov. 12 at 
Justice Center.

W ith 14 seconds left o f  play, 
so p h o m o re  fo rw ard  Ben 
^^cGonagil scored a layup to clinch 
the victory.
“We found a way to win, and that 

is always good no matter if  it is an 
exhibition game or n o t / ’ said head 

coach Eddie Biedenbach. “W e have 
plenty to work on, but we did some 
good things. I liked our intensity 
for the most part, and I liked the 
w ay we passed  th e  b a l l .”

U N C A  was ahead for most o f  the 
game, and led 80-75 with 3:47 left 
to play.

Vasda was given the opportunity 
to score six straight points to cap
tu re  the lead, 81 -80 . D errick  
Deloney tipped the ball in with 38 
seconds left to edge the margin.
Senior guard Brett Carey missed a 

three-pointer, bu t grabbed the re
b o u n d  a n d  m a de  a pass to 
McGonagil, who was able to score 
and take the lead for U NCA, ac
cording to the athletics W eb site.

“At times, our youth showed,” 
said Biedenbach. “We built nice 
leads in each half only to take some 
quick shots and let them get right 
back in the game.”

Sophomore guards Andre Smith 
led the Bulldogs with 17 points, 
and Robby Joyner added 14 points 
and six rebounds.

USA Vasda was led by Ajamu 
Gaines, who had 24 points, while
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In the game against USA Vasda, UNCA edged out one point 
in the last moments of the game to win 82-81.

Leo M urray contributed 17 points, 
according to the athletic W eb site.

“I think both o f  the exhibition 
games will help us as far as getting 
ready for the regular season this 
year,” said sen ior guard  N ick  
McDevitt.

“Vasda was more o f an athletic 
team than Crossfire, and it was a

good game for us that we needed to 
win,” said McDevitt. “We had 
some guys who played really well 
and stood out for us during this 
game.”

U N C A  will open the regular sea
son on Nov. 18, at Justice Center 
when they take on Campbell U ni
versity at 2 p.m.
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Volleyball Tournament Gets Underway This Weekend
The Big South Conference Radisson Hotel Volleyball Championship begins this Friday 
at High Point University. The winner of the Championship match, which will be played 
Saturday evening, will advance to the First Round of the NCAA Tournament. Radford 
is leading the League in the standings, but Coastal Carolina is right behind the 
Highlanders, riding a school-record 12-match winning streak. Winthrop should also 
challenge for the title this year, as coach Cathy Ivester’s squad has challenged Radford for 
the lead all season. Each match of the championship will be TotalCast at 
www.BigSouthSports.com. If you can’t make the trip to High Point, be sure to catch each 
hit, block and dig of the tournament through the TotalCast.

Basketball Season Begins This Weekend
Big South basketball fans are getting hyped up for hoops season. Most teams start their 
regular season this weekend with non-Conference games. The men’s Conference season 
begins in December with two games, and then resumes in early January. The women’s 
Conference season will begin in early January. Both the men and the women will 
culminate their season at the 2001 Advance Auto Parts Big South Conference 
Championship in Roanoke, Va. February 28 - March 3, 2001. The men’s and women’s 
winners will each receive an automatic bid to the NCAA Tournament. Be sure to get out 
and support your school, then check www.BigSouthSports.com for all the latest basketball 
news from arouHd the League.

E-mail Newsletter Returns to Bring Fans latest Big South News 
For the second straight year, the Big South Conference will offer an E-mail Newsletter 
to its fans. This year’s version is new and improved. Delivered weekly during basketball 
season and bi-weekly in the fall and spring, the newsletter is free of charge and brings all 
the latest Big South news direcdy to a fan’s computer. To sign up for the E-mail 
Newsletter, visit www.BigSouthSports.com. And while you’re there, don’t forget to 
check out statistics and up-to-date stories on your favorite Big South team.

Weekly Releases Available Online
The Big South’s weekly sports releases are now available online in PDF Format. Visit 
BigSouthSports.com to download the reports, which contain notes. Players of the Week 
and results from around the League. Follow the links below to get to each sports web page 
and click on the PDF report link to download the files.
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