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F ea tu r es

Review

London Actors Perfonn “The Winters Tale”
Mason Currey
S ta ffW rite r

The Actors from  the L o n d o n  Stage  

performed W illiam  Shakespeare’s 

“The W in te r ’s T a le ” April 4  in  

Lipinsky A u d ito r iu m , em p loy in g  

an innovative approach  to  create a 

uniformly excellent production .

th ou gh t  it was an im pressive  

performance b y  extrem ely  talented  

actors,” said Ray W illiam s, a junior  

computer sc ience major.

The perform ance was sponsored  

by the U N C A  Cultural an d  Special 

Events Perform ing Arts Series, in  

association w ith  the  U niversity  o f  

Notre D a m e.

It featrued a u n iqu e  approach to  

Shakespeare b y  utiliz ing sim ple  

costumes, an austere set design  and  

1 bare m in im u m  o f  props.

The stage itse lf  was decorated w ith  

only a few  w o d en  crates and so m e  

candles.

T h e  costu m es w ere particularly  

interesting; rather than  w earing  

imitations o f  period  costum es, the  

actors w ere dressed in  m ore  c o n 

temporary c lo th ing , in c lu d in g  b lue  

jeans and leather jackets.

T h e  overall effect o f  this unas

suming approch to  costu m es and  

stage design  was to  h igh ligh t the  

acting as w ell as Shakespeare’s lan

guage itse lf

“U sing subtle gestures, bo d y  m o v e 

ments, and vo ice m odu la tion  rather 

than elaborate costu m es or sets, this 

cast conveys all the  action and shifts 

of character w ith  ease and believ- 

ability,” said the  press release.

The cast o f  the Actors from  the  

London Stage consists o f  D o y n e  

Byrd, M a irea d  C arty , A n d r e w  

Readm an, A liso n  S k ilb e ck  an d  

Nicholas T igg .

Tigg also co m p o sed  the  m usic  fea

tured in the p roduction , a num ber  

of short, h u m orou s tunes played on  

ukelele or m andolin .

Since the  play featured a go o d  deal 

more than five characters, each ac

tor played m ultip le  roles.

In fact, at tim es actors were even  

forced to  play m ore than o n e  role at 

a time.
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The Actors From the London Stage performed William Shakespeare’s “The W inter s Tale” in Lipinsky Auditorium April 4. The 
five-member ensemble used few sets and modernized costumes. At first, the performance was disorienting as the actors began 
playing different roles, sometimes within the same scene.

W h ile  this techn ique was initially a 

little d isorienting, it qu ick ly  be

cam e an interesting, effective and  

o ften  am using  m eth o d  o f  inclu d 

ing the n u m erous secondary char

acters in the play.

Fortunately, all o f  the  m em bers o f  

the  troupe are experienced, a cco m 

plished  actors and their w ork  in this 

perform ance was consistently  o f  the  

highest quality.
E ven  w h en  acting scenes that re

quired them  to, in effect, talk to 

them selves, they pulled  it o f f  w ith

aplom b.

T h e  production , then, o n ly  b en 

efited from  the  relatively sim ple  

approach to staging.

“In the sim plicity  lies the m agic. In  

the  s im p lic ity  lies th e  heart o f  

Shakespeare’s gift to  us all. So, w e  

d o  not seduce y o u  or distract you  

w ith  an operatic spectacular. W e  

d o  n o t  con fin e  yo u  or Shakespeare  

in the t iny  w orld  o f  a director’s or a 

designer’s co n cep t ,” said H o m er  

Swander, the founder o f  the  Actors  

from the L on d on  Stage, in the  p ro 

gram note.

“W e  believe in the  play, in the  

pow er  o f  Shakespeare’s words in 

perform ance, and  in the rich possi

bilities created by the im aginations  

o f  th e  participating aud ience,” said 

Sw ander in the  program note.

A s for the  play it se lf  it is o n e  o f  

Shakespeare’s late com edies, “an 

exam ple  o f  the m ature handiw ork  

o f  Shakespeare in o n e  o f  his m ost  

un iqu e  and subtle rom ances,” ac

cord in g  to the press release. 

“M agical statues, w ild  bears, you n g

lovers, and jealous raging tyrants all 

c o m b in e  to  m a k e  th is  o n e  o f  

Shakespeare’s m ost entertaining and  

memorable plays, as well as a audi

ence favorite,” said the press release. 

T h e plot revolves around Leontes, 

the king o f  Sicilia, whose uncontrol

lable jealousy motivates h im  to com 

m it a string o f  cruelties against  

friends and fam ily  m em bers.

Early in the play, L eontes suspects  

his wife, H erm io n e , o f  c o m m itt in g  

adultery  w ith  th e  v isit in g  k ing, 

Polixenes.

Enraged by this thou gh t, Leontes  

a ttem p ts u n su ccessfu lly  to have 

P o lix e n e s  p o i s o n e d  a n d  lo ck s  

H erm io n e  in prison.

D esp ite  the unsteady factual basis 

for his suspicions, this is on ly  the  

b eg in n ing  o f  L eontes’ m isguided  

actions.

N o t  o n ly  does he refuse to  release 

H erm io n e  up on  the sickness o f  her 

son , M am illius, but he takes her 

new born daughter and orders that 

she be abandoned in the w ilder

ness.

W h ile  H erm ione continues to lan

guish in confinem ent, Leontes stands 

trial for his actions before the oracle at 

D elphi.

Yet, even the oracle’s declaration o f  

H erm ione’s innocence fails to bring 

the enraged ruler to his senses.

O n ly  w h en  h e learns o f  Prince  

M am illius’ death does Leontes finally 

realize the error o f  his actions, but by 

that tim e it is too late— H erm ione  

dies almost immediately after the 

death o f  her son.

For what is supposed to be a com edy,  

this first part o f  the play is actually  

q uite serious and even bleak, c o n 

taining o n ly  a few  co m ic  m om ents.  

T h e  second ha lf  o f  the performance, 

however, introduced  a num ber o f  

am using  characters and situations, 

adding  a w e lco m e  degree o f  levity  

to the production .

T h e  latter portion  o f  the play be

gins after the abandoned princess, 

Perdita, is discovered by an o ld  

shepherd, w h o  decides to  raise her 

as his ow n  daughter.

16 years later, Perdita’s involve

m en t  w ith  the son  o f  Polixenes  

brings about the eventual redem p

tion  o f  the devastated, p en iten t  

Leontes, w rapping up the play w ith  

a satisfyingly happy conclusion .

O f  course, this gross oversim plifi
cation  o f  the p lot  does n ot nearly do  

justice to the play’s intricate story  

line; neither does it take in to  ac

co u n t  the central im portance o f  

p oetic  language in a Shakespeare’s 

work.

T h e  actors, o n  the other hand, dem 

onstrated an im pressive grasp o f  the  

r h y th m  a n d  c a d e n c e s  o f  

Shakespeare’s words, bringing the  

bard’s verse to life and m aking the  

nearly three hour perform ance fly 

by.

Review

"Spy Kids” a Typical Espionage Flick
Orin Shepherd
S ta f F W r i te r

R obert R od rigu ez’ n ew  m ovie, 

"Spy Kids^’ is a co o l h igh-tech  film  

that is a fun  b eg in n ing  to  the su m 

mer adventure m ovie  rush.

If  the O scar season has m ade you  

weary “Spy K ids” is definitely a 

fresh change o f  pace.

D irector  o f  “D esp era d o ” and  

“From D u sk T ill  D a w n ,” Rodriguez 

has never ventured  into  parental 

guidance territory.

R odriguez scraps th e  orgy  o f  

hlood in  favor o f  n ifty  spy  gadgets  

and trips in to  a strange and co lo r 

ful fantasy  w orld .
A n to n io  B a n d era s  an d  C arla  

Gugina star as su p er-sp y  parents, 

supported b y  D ary l Sabana and  

Alexa V e g a  as th e  cr im e-fig h tin g  

pre-teen b ro ther  an d  sister d u o .

T h e  c h i ld ren  en d  up  b attling  

with a tw isted , W il ly  W o n k a - e s q u e  

villain w h o  has evil aspirations to 

take over the  w orld  w ith  an army o f  

uperhuman spy kid  robots.

“S p y  K ids” hinges on  the story o f  

tw o spies w h o  were en em ies but  

en d ed  r p  falling in love.

N o w  parents, they are recruited  

for a n ew  hum anity-saving m ission  

after a nine-year hiatus w h ich  in 

variably gets the  w h o le  fam ily in 

volved , w hether  the parents like it 

or not.

T h in g s  d o  n o t  go  as p lanned  and  

it b ecom es the  k ids’ job to save 

everyone.

It d o es  n o t  all p lay o u t  as h o k ey  

and c o n tr iv e d  as it m ay  so u n d . A ll  

th e  e le m e n ts  o f  an y  sp y /a c t io n  

m o v ie  are there.
T h e r e  are fu tu r ist ic  veh ic les ,  

characters w ith  usefu l in v en tio n s  

and an array o f  m u lt ip u rp o se  c o s 

tum es.

H o w e v e r ,  for every aspect that is 

borrow ed  from  Jam es B o n d  flicks, 

it is d o n e  in  an im ag in ative  way.

For a n y o n e  w h o  is fam iliar w ith  

R o d r ig u e z ’ w ork  w ith  directing  

children in “F our R o o m s” or his 

a w a r d - w i n n i n g  s h o r t  f i lm  

“B edh ead ,” it sh ou ld  com e as no  

surprise that these kids are not  

M acaulay C u lk in  sweet.

Instead, the  children are sophisti

cated, sm art-m outhed  and savvy.

U nfortunate ly , “Spy K ids,” for all 

o f  its h igh  speed and free spirited  

action , at t im es , tries to o  hard.

T h e r e  are so m e  parts o f  th e  f ilm  

th a t  k id s  w il l  f in d  irres is t ib ly  

fu n n y  w h e n  adu lts w il l  n o t ,  and  

vice-versa .

W h i le  th e  o u tr ig h t  sp y -m o v ie  

se q u en ce s  are u n d e n ia b ly  fun  and  

creative, l ike  the  v illa in , F lo o p  

and his m u ta te d  sid ek ick s , th e y  

so m e t im e s  border o n  n ig h tm a r 

ish.

T o  get a p icture o f  the  sidekicks, 

im ag in e  the  vam pires in “F rom  

D u sk  T ill  D a w n ,” o n ly  w ith  no  

fangs and splashed in eye-assault

ing n eo n  paint and dressed like  

tw isted circus clow ns.

N o t  m u c h  can be said about p lo t  

or character d eve lop m en t, but “Spy  

K ids” still has a little better than the  

average M 'TV -style action m ov ie  or 

sugar-sweet D isn e y  love story. 

T h ere is certainly a fam ily-friendly  

slant to  the film.

It lacks guns and b lo o d  but, the  

overall feel is still o n e  o f  a w ell-  

w rou gh t spy m o v ie  that happens to  

star children as its heroes.
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“Spy Kids” stars Antonio Banderas, Carla Gugina, Daryl Sabana and Alexa Vega as a spy family. 

The movie is director Robert Rodrigura first film o f the “kiddie flick” genre. D o not expect the 

normal Rodriguez gore and violence. This is a parental guidance rated film


