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News

City Council hopefuls
appeal to student voters

Cunt Lathinghouse - Staff Photographer

Stiulfiit Uody President I'ristyn Card and another student discuss the issues plaguing students and citizens
oC Asheville with City Council candidate Brownie Newman out on the Quad last Thursday. Council hope-
fuls gathered on the Quad to talk to students, who they said represent a very large voter base.

As City (kmncil elections campaigns come to a close,

candidates continue to appeal to

By Caroline Fry
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The majority of Asheville City
Council candidates visited UNC
Asheville last Thursday, answer-
ing Students' questions and
addressing their concerns on the
Quad.

"There are 3,500 students at
UNC Asheville, and that is a sig-
nificant number of voters,” said
Bryan Treeborn, a city council
member running for re-election.
“If they all registered to vote, it
would make a huge difference;
they could choose the direction of
the city. If there's anything that we
can do lo get students to come out
and vote, it's a good thing."

Along with Treeborn, the candi-
ilates in attendance were council
member Brownie Newman, Bill
Russell and Dwight Butner. Jan
Davis and Tlaine Lite were not
present, although Lite had a booth
set up. The ,Student Government
Association sponsored the event.

"There is such a large gap
between UNC Asheville and the
city of Asheville that it is impor-
tant for students to get more
involved," said Lmily Pomeran/,
administrative assistant to SGA
president. “These people are mak-
ing decisions that affect our every-
day lives, like development, water
usage, and public transportation,
and | think it's important for stu-
dents to take a stand on these
issues."

Bill Russell said the biggest
issue in Asheville is a lack of jobs
to keep recent high sclhm)l and col-
lege graduates nearby.

"I'm working toward trying to
keep students here in Asheville,"
Russell said. "We're losing our
brightest students to other markets
when they graduate because we
don't have Jobs here. One of my
biggest issues is what the city is
doing to help attract better, higher
paying quality Jobs now and
decades in the future.”

The way to keep students in the
area is by providing affordable
housing as well as high paying
Jobs to young people, according to
Russell.

"Asheville needs to become a

portal to bring groups to work
together, do some long term plan-
ning, and ask ourselves what we
can do to attract employment to
this area," Russell said. “l want
my kids to have the opportunity 20
years from now to live, work and
enjoy this area like | do.”

Current council member
Brownie Newman said the envi-
ronment is the key issue he is
focusing on for his re-election.

"l want to make Asheville the
environmental sustainability capi-
tal of the .Southeast, and I’'m proud
of the steps we’ve made in that
direction already,” Newman .said.

These steps include the achieve-
ment of making Asheville one of
four cities in the United States
committed to making city build-
ings LHED certified, the national-
ly accepted benchmark for the
construction and operation of
green, environmentally friendly
buildings, according to Newman.

Newman said if he is re-elected,
he hopes to work with UNC
Asheville administrators and stu-
dents to make the campus greener.

“Young people have the most at
stake for the future of our commu-
nity," Newman said. "Students
have done a lot of work on this,
and | think the city and UNC
Asheville could be strong partners
in the future.”

Dwight Butner, a UNC
Asheville alumnus, said his main
goal is to make sure Asheville cit-
izens are able to support them-
selves financially.

"The number one reason why
I'm running is because | want
young people to be able to get a
Job, buy a house and build a life
here." Butner said. "We have to
put vehicles in place to help this
happen, by bringing gotxl Jobs to
the area, building our economy
and attracting companies to the
area that agree with the Asheville
quality of life."

Younger people tend not to vote
in municipal elections and candi-
dates tend to neglect them, focus-
ing their attention on older voters,
according to Butner. He said this is
unfortunate, because voting at the
I(K'al level is critical.

student voters

“Young people are not fully
addressed in the political process,
which is a shame because | think
they should be engaged especially
at the local level,” Butner said. “I
personally think that this election
has more impact on young peo-
ple’s lives than presidential or
congressional elections. It is very
important that they get involved.”

Current council member Bryan
Freeborn, a UNC Asheville alum-
nus, said becau.se UNC Asheville
students represent one of the
largest voting blocks in the city of
Asheville, it is extremely impor-
tant for them to vote.

Freeborn said the main issue
he is focusing on is the future of
young people and families in

Asheville. Some of his main

objectives are to provide
Asheville citizens with good

Jobs, ensuring UNC Asheville

students get good internships
and to give high school students
the opportunity to have real

Jobs, according to Freeborn.

“mWhen ! decided to run for city
council, 1 didn’t think we had a
council that represented the future
interests of Asheville,” Freeborn
said. “The future of Asheville is
the young families and young peo-
ple who live here.”

Matt Dinsmore, a Junior psy-
chology student, said he was dis-
appointed by the small amount of
students who came out to talk to
the candidates.

"As far as I'm concerned, it’s
really unfortunate only five or 10
of us students for the past hour
that 1’ve been here have shown up
and expressed interest,” said
Dinsmore. “But it doesn’t discour-
age me to the point of not bother-
ing to come out.”

The election for Asheville City
Council will take place on
Tuesday, Nov. 6. All candidates
expressed interest in as many stu-
dents coming out to vote as possi-
ble.

“The Constitution of the United
States says ‘We. the people, in
order to form a more perfect
union,” said Butner. “If people
aren't going to vote, we can't
unite. Get out and vote.”
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Police

“| think it's good.” Sherard said.
"They should actually have more
because | .see a lot of pointless
driving that they do in the
Suburban, Like last week | saw
an officer drive from Vance Hall
to Phillips Hall, which is like a
50-yard walk. If they’re going to
drive, they might as well have
something electric.”

The Green Fund donated the
GEM car to help parking enforce-
ment become more environmen-
tally friendly, according to Lewis.

“One of the donor’s requests
was that it be used primarily for
parking, due to the fact that the
conventional, traditional vehicles
sit idling so much while you’re
running in and out,” Lewis said.
“If you write 75 tickets per day
and you start and stop that con-
ventional vehicle that many
times, it’s not going to hold up
either.”

The Green Fund comes from
student funds, and purchases like
the GEM car is what they should
be used for. according to Corey
Scheip, Junior environmental
studies student.

“l have no quarrels with it,”
Scheip said. “l thought it was
awesome. It’s really cool that
they are using that car instead of
their Impala or whatever they
usually u.se because it's going to
use a whole lot less fuel, and it’s
quiet going around campus,

which is really cool too.”

It also saves money because of
less maintenance and gas, accord-
ing to Lewis.

“We get a set price per vehicle,
and that price includes our fuel,
maintenance, service, oil changes.

ii
Ifthey are going to drive,

they might as well have some-
thing electric.

Kyle Sherad
Sophomore Art Student

tires and everything,” Lewis said.
“For our four vehicles it's rough-
ly $20,000 per year so the easy
calculation would be $5,000 per
year that we’re saving because
we’re not having to pay for an
additional vehicle.”

There is actually very little
maintenance involved with the
GEM car, other than charging
the battery, according to
Thompson.

“On a daily standpoint, there’s
no more maintenance to it than
your cell phone,” Thompson said.
“You plug it in, walk off from it,
come back and it’s fully charged,
unplug and you take off and start
your shift.”

But there are other less obvious
advantages as well, according to
Lewis.

“It generates conversation,”
Lewis said. “Sometimes so much
ofwhat we have to do is negative,
whether it be parking tickets or
other types of tickets or whatever,
any time that you can have a tool
or an item that generators positive
conversation, | think it's a good
thing for the police department to
have.”

The second new piece of equip-
ment is a new radio system that
allows campus police to talk
directly to Asheville City Police
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in case of emergency, accordir-
to Lewis. 5

“It’s an 800-mega-hertz m.
system that’s interoperable*
the Asheville Police Departmepr
Lewis said. “Prior to the used
these radios, we had to call»
dispatch, our dispatch cafe
Asheville, and Asheville w*
call the officer in the field fop"
to be able to request asslstaue
And with these radios, we wim,
able to merely flip a buttons
another channel and talk direcii
officer-to-officer real time onti
the field.” )

This will mainly be used u
times of emergency when camip
police cannot handle a situaij
by themselves, accordins s
Lewis.

“We have limited resources'
Lewis said. “We typicallyfe,
two, three or four officers oj
a time and a lot of situatioi;
warrant a response from mi
than two officers. This alots
us to get on the radio «
request assistance from ilict
while it’s happening ratherthii
third or fourth hand infomii-
tion.”

This will make students atss
campus feel safer in timesd
emergency, according to Scheip,

“That was a great idea,” SdieJ
said. “There is absolutely non
son that they shouldn’t havehadi
before.”

It is also important that camp
police will be able to get tl
faster, according to Maldonado,

“The longer it takes to get he,
the worse a situation willii

before it gets  handed,

Maldonado said.

NEED MONEY?

RECENTLY DIAGNOSED?

We need you!

to donate blood for research,

if you have been diagnosed with:

Lyme Disease
Hepatitis A
Rubella

Lupus
Cytomegalovirus
Toxoplasmosis

Epstein-Barr Virus

Autoimmune Diseases

Ask about other conditions.

$200 per donation

Multiple donations per month are possible.

Please call today for Information

888-806-5215x2211

All calls strictly confidential-

interpreter sevices available-

SeraCare Life Sciences, Inc.

Donor Reoruitment Program

Plus mileage reimbursement. Screening may be necessary to qusi*-
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