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Campus police armed with new body cams, record crime

UNC Asheville police cameras are 
met with mixed community reaction
Shanee Simhoni
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Patrol Officer Craig puts on his new camera, attached to his glasses.The 
cameras provide additional ways to monitor students and record crime.
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The UNC Asheville campus police 
department enacted a new policy at the 
beginning of this month requiring all of
ficers to record investigations and sus
picious situations with body worn cam
eras, resulting in mixed reactions from 
faculty and students.

“We want to be transparent as a police 
department. We don’t want to do things 
that lose your faith and confidence in us, 
and this is, 1 feel, ah excellent way for 
the department to be transparent and to 
also provide that level of protection for 
the officers and the students and com
munity members who interact with the 
police,” said Eric Boyce, the director 
of public safety at UNCA.

The new policy of body worn video 
cameras, effective Feb. 4, requires of
ficers to record suspicious situations, 
investigations of incidents, traffic stops 
and any interactions that supply eviden
tiary value to an investigation, accord
ing to the official policy and procedure 
of body worn video cameras.

“I can see why police officers would 
want to have a camera, to make sure 
the validity of what they say and what 
others say. It kind of helps with mak
ing the encounter more objective,” said 
Kenneth Betsalel, a political science 
professor at UNCA.

These small, portable cameras, at
tached either on the clothing of the of
ficer or on a fixture worn on the head, 
provide an effective perspective on sus
picious situations, Boyce said.

“Although I do support an overall 
safer campus, I do not believe that it is 
necessary to film students,” said Mor
gan Lambert, a sophomore at UNCA. 
“It could have use if the campus po
lice force promises not to abuse this 
new technology. Real crimes that are 
recorded can be acted upon more effi
ciently.”

In addition to providing a more versa
tile perspective, the body worn cameras 
are significantly more economical, cost
ing $8,480 total including accessories 
and mounts. The previously used dash- 
mounted cameras cost $13,545 in 2009, 
said Boyce, the chief of the UNCA cam
pus police department for about two and

a half years.
“In the regular Chevrolet Impalas was 

a video camera, what we call a dash- 
mounted video camera. Those dash- 
mounted video cameras are extremely 
expensive to get the product and then get 
the installation,” Boyce said. “Some of 
the limitations are that they only record 
what’s in front of the vehicle.”

The new body worn camera systems 
record only when the officer thinks the 
situation requires it. When not record
ing, the camera either buffers every 30 
seconds, which allows for the filing of 
a visual pre-event during the last buffer 
period in case the officer sets the camera 
to record after important events already 
occurred, or the officer can completely 
shut the camera off, Boyce said.

“The evidentiary value of it is very 
good. If the officers are responding 
to calls, if they’re interacting with the 
public, it protects, and those body worn 
cameras actually protect both the offi
cer and the students in public that we’re 
interacting with,” said Boyce, a resident 
of Fletcher.

The policy and procedures of the body 
worn video cameras does not require 
officers to inform subjects when the of
ficer decides to record them; however, 
the officer must disclose that informa
tion if asked.

“I see it as rather unethical to carry 
out this policy without clearly advising 
those it directly affects, the students,” 
said Lambert, a transfer student from 
Marymount Manhattan College in New 
York.

Although the new policy carries good 
intentions, any form of abuse has the 
potential to violate the idea of a free de
mocracy, Lambert said.

“It can create, unless people really 
understand what’s going on, a kind of 
Big Brother feeling, that we’re being 
watched or being surveyed,” said Bet
salel, a professor at UNCA for more 
than 20 years. “I’m not saying that it is 
being used for surveillance. I’m saying 
it has that potential.”

The introduction of new technology, 
especially in law enforcement, often 
brings conflict in determining legal pa
rameters of the technology’s uses and
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