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Grant Hardy 
opens worlds 
through writing 
and teaching

JASON PERRY
A&F Staff Writer 

jperry1@unca.edu
White walls, a desk, a laptop 

and a bookshelf. This is where 
Professor Grant Hardy content- 
ly spends his days.

He walks over to the book- 
shJff and carefully retrieves a 
worn-out book. It’s seen better 
days.

Memories flood Hardy’s face. 
It was one of the books that 
saved him on his journey.

He recalls a moment before 
he owned the book.

■?\11 the signs were in Chi
nese, there wasn't any English 
anywhere,” Hardy says, staring 
at the book. “It was almost as 
if I was illiterate. I had no idea, 
and of course it is Chinese char
acters, so you can’t sound it out, 
you can’t look it up in a dictio- 
na^.”

Professor Hardy is past that 
now. He can easily read Chi
nese characters and speaks Chi
nese fluently.

Hardy began his freshman 
year of college at Brigham 
Young University in Utah, a 
Mormon university. It’s where 
Hardy’s life opened up.

“I feel like when I first went 
to college is when I first felt like 
my real self,” Hardy says. “The 
lectures, films, books, journals 
and classes. That’s my natural 
self.”

Hardy says he was always 
the bookish type in high school, 
even though he did not come 
from a very academic family. 
He often read about culture and 
history, so when it came time 
to "pick a major. Hardy chose 
something new.

“First semester of my fresh

man year I . signed up for an
cient Greek,” Hardy says excit
edly. “Why else would you go 
to college, unless you can study 
something like that which was 
not offered in high school?”

Hardy says he focused on his 
Mormon faith just as much as 
he did his schoolwork. He vol
unteered to go on a Mormon 
mission after his freshman year, 
a trip that lasted for two years.

“You don’t choose where you 
go.You just volunteer and they 
send you some place,” Hardy 
says. “I received a letter from 
Salt Lake City that said, ‘Con
gratulations, you are going to 
be learning Mandarin Chinese, 
and you are going to be spend
ing your next two years in Tai
wan;”’

Hardy’s pleasure in life is 
reading, but he says he was 
soon in a country where he 
couldn’t read anything.

“I really didn’t know any
thing about China before I 
went,” Hardy says. “You go to 
a language training institute, so 
I was there for three months. It 
was intensive Chinese instruc
tion all day, every day. After 
three months, they send you. 
I knew a little bit of Chinese 
when I got there. I tried to learn 
as fast as I could.”

Hardy says he arrived in cen
tral Taiwan with strict rules. 
He had to stay in a central 
area,could not watch TV or lis
ten to popular music and could 
only read church-produced 
scriptures.

But, there was a loophole.
Hardy’s mission president 

allowed reading about Chinese 
culture if it helped him to be
come a better missionary.

Grant Hardy poses for a
Bingo.
Hardy says he quickly found 

an address for an English book
store.

“They had basically pirated 
editions of English language 
history of China,” Hardy says. 
“I ordered a bunch of those. 
Missionaries are supposed to 
get up at 6:30 every morning, 
but I would get up even earli
er so I would have time to read 
about Chinese culture.”

Hardy stops gazing at his old 
book. The title is Sources of 
Chinese Tradition, but it’s just 
barely legible. It’s the same
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photo in his office, 
book he purchased at the En
glish bookstore, he says.

Hardy places the book back 
on his shelf, next to several oth
er books from his trip, includ
ing four volumes of Science 
and Civilization in China along 
with Five Confucian Classics.

Hardy says his mission was 
difficult. He did a lot of soul 
searching, his new knowledge 
about Chinese culture helping 
him discover Buddhism, Con
fucianism and Taoism.

Hardy’s discoveries, he says, 
made him question his Mormon 
faith.

by Jason Perry - Staff Writer

“I sort of worked things out, 
and I found things that worked 
for me,” Hardy says. “I am a 
believer, but I think it is pretty 
natural to have doubts and won
der about things.”

Hardy returned from his mis
sion trip a different person.

He went to Yale and got his 
doctorate in Chinese language 
and literature. Hardy says he 
then became a professor.

Hunter Gomes, a former stu
dent of Hardy’s, says Hardy’s 
stories helped him learn.

“He gave a lot of person-
a^tor^ about what we were
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