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The UNC Asheville Bulldogs
men’s soccer team attacked and
scored two goals late in the sec-
ond half to claim a 2-1 victory
over the Liberty Flames Satur-
day night at Greenwood Field.

“Pm very happy with the re-
sult tonight. It’s good when you
play well in front of your home
fans and have support from
them as well,” said Mathes
Mennell, Bulldogs head coach.

The first half of the match
ended at a 0-0 draw, as both
teams failed to hit the back of
the net.

After a scoreless 61 minutes,
the Liberty Flames broke down
the Asheville defense and Lib-
erty forward Sachem Wilson
knocked in the goal off of a re-
bound from a shot from Bless-
ing Tahuona that was knocked
away by Bulldog goalkeeper
Zach Davis.

“There was a scramble af-
ter the goalie blocked the shot
and the ball came near me, so
I knocked it in and scored. TTie
opportunity was there to take
the shot and | took it, and it was
successful,” Wilson said.

In the 75th minute, Asheville
junior Zach Joens scored a goal
off a cross from sophomore Ben
Chapel, his first of two goals in
the match.

In the 82nd minute of the
match, Joens scored again when
he knocked in a header off of
a cross from a comer kick by
freshman Joe Lacasto. Joens is
the Bulldogs leading goal scor-
er and this was his seventh goal
of the season.

“I thought we were much bet-
ter in the second half. Liberty
caused us some problems and
we responded excellent to their
goal. We have a lot of work to
do and have three important
games left in the conference re-
maining. Our toughness and re-

Rimcy Were on display tonight
versus the Flames tonight,”
Mennell said.

Liberty tried a last-ditch ef-
fort to tie the game in the 88th
minute of the match as Bulldog
keeper Zach Davis stopped Lib-
erty midfielder Khalil Karl’s
shot.

Liberty held a 14-12 advan-
tage in shots and an 8-2 edge in
comer kicks over the Bulldogs.
Liberty Asheville goalkeeper
Zach Davis finished the match
with eight saves in the win and
Liberty goalkeeper saved six
shots in the loss.

With the loss. Liberty Uni-
versity falls to 5-9-0 overall and
1-5-0 in Big South Conference
play. After collecting the vic-
tory Saturday night, the Bull-
dogs drop to 5-8-1 overall and
2-4-0 in Big South Conference
play.

“We've had a tough season
this year and had a lot of games
like this. We start out well then
we fall apart in the second
half and can’t get things going
again. We just have to look at
the tape to see what we can do
and make adjustments to the
areas we are not doing well or
performing at our best in,” said
Jeff Alder, Liberty head coach.
“We had a lot of chances in this
game to score, especially from
comer Kkicks. | believe we had
eight or so, so we have to con-
vert those chances when they
are there. Hopefully next game
we won’t make the same mis-
takes and keep on playing hard
as we always strive to do.”

UNCA return to the pitch on
Tuesday night as they travel to
Atlanta and take on Georgia
State in a non-conference match
and then travels to compete
against Big South rival Long-
wood.

Asheville  returns  home
Wednesday to Greenwood field
as they take on Presbyterian at
7p.m.
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S score late to shock

Forward Zach Joens aims the ball as the Liberty team watches.
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