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EXAMINATIONS — PROOF OR TRIAL

Nothing can put a damper to exuberant spirits more
than final examinations. Since we unwillingly admit exam-
inations are necessary to measure the extent of our mental
progress, we must face the problem of how best to prepare
for them. The well-worn advice to budget our time will
prove quite helpful, If we appraise our subjects and allot
them the time necessary to spend on each, we will be able to
make a comprehensive study of each subject without con-
centrating too much on one and neglecting another. After
forming our time budget it is necessary to follow it. Let us
heed the misfortune of the grasshopper who gaily played

while the ant worked, so that during examinations those!
with foresight will not say to us with sarcasm, “dance now”.

Another quotation that is applicable is “work while '
you work” . . . Good concentration can cut the time spent
on a subject in half. Opportune use of our time effects sub-
stantial accomplishments. The attention we have paid on

class and the notes we have taken may be found indispen-.
sible. Previous tests prepare us for the type of examination ‘
to expect and offer us a study guide. To review, a general
survey of the chapters should first be made, then specific
points should be studied. A brief outline of key words on
the chapters may be helpful.

A last minute review the night before exams is neces-
sary, but let us try not to burn the midnight oil. Cramming
is a source of confusion. It can distort that which was pre-
viously learned. You can not expect to learn the contents |
of a book in one night. A good night’s rest the night before |
an examination will be more helpful than cramming. A
clear head is more valuable on examinations than vague
snatches of information.

Why can we not accept our examinations as a chal-
lenge and put forth the best of our ability to prove our-
selves? Day by day preparation in our classes has moved
our goals within reach; for in learning, each day is as im-
portant as the next. Through the application of this con-
cept, we will.find examinations merely a proof of what we
have learned and not a trial to reprimand us.

HONESTY IN THE CLASSROOM

_Honesty is a broad subject. Let us narrow it down and
see just what it means for a Brevard College student to be
honest with his fellow clagsmates, his teachers, and himself
in relation to school work. Cheating—that is an ugly word,
especially to be used on a Christian campus; but we must

face the truth. It is done. Why? What is derived from it?
Who is being hurt the most by it? Our teachers, our class-
mates, our parents? Yes, they are hurt by the situation, but l
the person who is hurt most is the person who cheats. |
We may not consider letting someone sneak an answer l
from our paper as being wrong, but that is just as bad as
looking on someone else’s paper. Then, too, we may won-
der what harm it can be to make little notes to use during
a test. They are just to help us remember, but is this being
hpnest? *Another example of cheating is purposely skip-
ping a test so that the questions may be secured from oth- ‘
ers and .lear_ned; then the test may be taken at a later date
Does this give other students the same opportunity that is;,
so deceivingly taken? Now let us consider for an example |
the student who really studies and the one who cheats and
makes a better grade. Perhaps the teacher grades on the
curve; the cheating student may ruin the other’s chance of
passing. This is one of the lowest forms of dishonesty i
The sad part about dishonesty is the harm it do.es to
t}}e stuglenft Wh_o cheats. His classmates loge all respect for
him; his conscience should hurt every time he receives g
grade dishonestly; he betrays his parents’ faith and confi-
dence in him, and their hard-earned money is wasteq and:
last, but certainly not least, he is missing the opportuﬁitv of
his life to learn. He is allowing his mind to become crippled
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