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Good Notes Equal 
Good Grades

THE CLARION

A n im portant fa c to r  in g e t t in g  

good grades in co llege  is y ou r 

ability to tak e  c le a r ,  well- 
o r g a n i z e d  c lass  no tes. L is ten in g  

carefully to the in s t ru c to r 's  
lecture and w rit in g  dow n the  
important points is the  k ey  to 
successful n o t e t a k i n g .  T h e  

process of lis tening a n d  w rit in g  

at t h e  sam e t im e  will a lso  help  
you understand. A few  bas ic  
techniques can  help.

The purpose of c la s s  n o tes  is to 
record the in s t ru c to r ’s le sson  in a 

manner tha t will a l low  you to 

review an d  u n d e r s ta n d  th e  
material a f te rw a rd s .  Y o u r o b 

jective, therefore , is to ou tl ine  the  
main and sup po r ting  id e a s  an d  

facts so tha t they  a r e  c l e a r  a n d  
understandable.

Write rapidly  in y o u r  ow n fo rm  
of shorthand. D on’t t ry  to  ta k e  
down everything — k eep  to the 

main points. D evelop  y o u r  own 
style of ab b re v ia t in g  a n d  co n 
densing the im p o r ta n t  d a ta .  

Some people leav e  ou t vow els , for 
instance, or use  only the  f i r s t  

syllable, and o m it  a r t ic l e s  an d  
obvious verbs. C om m o n  a b 
breviations and  sy m b o ls  found in 
most d ictionaries c a n  often  be  of 

great help.
Instructors’ te ach in g  m e th o d s  

will differ. Y ou’ll h a v e  to be  a l e r t  

to each o n e ’s s t y l e  a n d  
organization. O ften th ey  s t a r t  

each class with a n  o v e rv iew  o r  
outline and use  it a s  a  f r a m e w o rk  
for their lecture . T his, of co u rse ,  

is a good reaso n  fo r b e ing  p u n c 
tual.

Outlines, d ia g ra m s  o r  l i s ts  th a t  
instructors w rite  on th e  b o a rd  a r e  
usually im p ortan t.  I t  is a  good 
idea to reco rd  th e se  in y o u r  

notebook, un less you know  th a t  
the same m a te r i a l  is a l r e a d y  
covered in your tex tbook .

Indenting an d  sp a c in g  will help  

make your notes m o re  r e a d a b le .  
Start a new line ou t to th e  le f t  fo r 
an im portant h ead in g .  In d e n t  

subheads under  th is a n d  so  on.
Start a new p a g e  fo r e a c h  c la ss ,  

with the da te  a n d  topic h ead in g  
the page. When a  new  m a jo r  topic 

or division is in t ro d u ced ,  beg in  
another new p ag e  so th a t  you  will 
have enough room  to re c o r d  the  

appropriate m a te r ia l  u n d e r  it.
A lined 8 V2  x  1 1 ” no tebook  is 

recommended. On the  f ro n t  co v e r  
you can p a s t e  y o u r  w o rk  

schedule, a s  well a s  y o u r  n a m e ,  
address and  phone n u m b e r  in 
case y o u  ev e r  m isp la c e  it. You 

can keep all your c la s s  no tes ,  a n d  

the instructor’s h an d o u ts ,  in this 
one book by tabb ing  sec t io n s  for 
6 ach course. You c a n  a lso  a d d  or
filete notes or f r e sh  p a p e r  a s  you 

need to. Most s tu d e n ts ,  b y  th e  
*ay, find tha t no tes  m a d e  in p en  

are much m o re  leg ib le  a n d  
durable than those in pencil.

It is best to w rite  on th e  r ig h t-
hand pages only. Y ou c a n  then
"lake your own s tudy , re v ie w  or 

textbook notes on th e  le f t-hand  
pages.

Jot down questio ns  a s  they  
ccur to you j n  c la s s  a n d  hold 

fo r th e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

They m ig h t  be  an- 
ered or becom e u n im p o r ta n t  in 

•ew minutes. B u t if not, y o u ’ll 

Pith th e m  a n s w e re d
®"her in class or la te r .

Be a le r t  to the in s tru c to r’s 
tone , em p h as is  or questions. 
T hese  m a y  be clues to things tha t 
will a p p e a r  on an  exam . For 

ex am p le ,  if P rofessor Smith 

sa y s ,  “ F ive  im portan t reasons 
for the t r e a ty  w e re .. . .” or 
“ R e m e m b e r  now ... .” , you can be 
su re  those a re  things to be 
reco rded .

C lass lec tu res  and  textbook 
a s s ig n m e n ts  do not a lw ays 
p a ra l le l  each  other. Your class 

no tes  will re f lec t the in s tru c to r’s 
ap p ro a c h  to the topic, bu t you 

m ig h t  find it helpful to m ake 
ad d i t io n a l  no tes  from  your 
tex tbook  on the lefthand page 
a c ro s s  from  your class notes.

D esign your notetaking system  

so th a t  you have  sufficient room 

to  r e c o r d  th e  i n s t r u c t o r ’s 
m a te r ia l ,  your read ing  notes 
AND your review  notes on one 
p a g e  or two opposite pages.

R e m e m b e r ,  review  your class 
notes a s  soon  a s  possible a f te r  the 
session  h as  ended.. In this way 
y o u ’ll be ab le  to correc t, clarify 
o r  fill-in "where necessary . This 
rev iew  tim e  will a lso be critical 
in help ing you re m e m b e r  the 

c la s s  m a te r ia l  when it is fresh  in 
yo u r mind.

O ne s ty le  of n o te ta k in g ,  

developed  a t  Cornell University, 

h a s  been very  helpful to s tudents. 
On e v e ry  righ t-hand  page, d raw  a 
ve r t ic a l  line from  top to bottom, 

2 ‘ 2  inches in from  the left side. In 
c la ss  use the la rge  6  inch column 
on the  r ig h t for record ing  the 

le c tu re  m a te r ia l .  After c lass  and 
du ring  s tudy  tim es, use the 
sm a l le r  left-hand colum n for 
m a k in g  your own review  notes. 

By m a rk in g  down the key word, 
idea  or fac t , it can  help you 
re m e m b e r  w ha t you a re  studying 

a n d  help  you rev iew  for exam s. 
Som e s tuden ts  find it helpful to 
u se  a  colored m a rk e r  or pen 
du r in g  rev iew  to underline the 

im p o r ta n t  w ords or ph rases.
C o m p le t in g  te x tb o o k  or 

re a d in g  a ss ig nm en ts  before each 

c l a s s  w ill  h e lp  m in im iz e  
no te tak ing  in class. You will 

know w h e th e r  the m a te r ia l  under 
d iscussion  is in the tex t or not. 
You will a l re ad y  have underlined 
the  im p o r ta n t  ideas in the book, 
so you w on’t have  to duplicate 

th e se  points when the ins truc tor 
m a k e s  them . Ins tead  of taking 
dow n these  s a m e  fac ts  w rite
“ r e f e r  to textbook c h a p te r ,”

Typ ing  or rew riting  notes is 

n o rm a lly  a w aste  of tim e, if they 
a r e  legible , a c c u ra te  and  com 
p le te  it  is m uch  m ore  productive 
to spend  your tim e  reviewing the 
no tes, re ad in g  your tex t and 
keep ing  up every  day  and  every  

w eek  w ith  your studies.

Anyone in te res ted  in being

bu s in ess m a n a g e r  for THE

CLARION please  get in touch

w ith Debi C rane , Box 144, phone

877-4484.
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La Boheme- 
A review
By Donna Mulford

Love. Sorrow. Jea lousy . The 
N a tio n a l  O p e ra  C o m p a n y  
brought these a b s t rac ts  to life 
F e b r u a r y  15 in D unham  
Auditorium.

The opera perfo rm ed  w as La 
Boheme, a  d ra m a  by G. Poccini. 
The joy of love and the jealousy 

tha t som etim es accom pan ies  it 
w as expressed  in a  conflict 
between two a rt is tic  young m en 
and their girlfriends.

Living together in poverty , four 
young men try  to spend  a  

cheerful C hris tm as E ve. One of 
them  secures  som e m oney  and  
they decide to go to a re s tau ran t .  
Rodolfo, a young w rite r ,  s tay s  
home to finish an  artic le . He 
m eets a p re t ty  neighbor who 
com es asking for a light for her 
candle. They fall in love, but 
Rodolfo's jealousy com es b e t
ween them. Mimi, the young girl, 
has a constan t cough and  la te r  
dies.

The words a re  h a rd  to u n 
d ers tand  a t  first because  hearing  
som eone speak a Ime and  sing 
one a re  two different things. 
After awhile though, the lines 
becom e m ore  u nders tandab le  
and  the singing-talk seem ed 
norm al. The constan t teasing  
between the young m en brought 

laugh ter to the audience an d  the 
death  of Mimi in the end brought 
a  few tears .

Mimi was po rtrayed  by an  
a c t r e s s  w hose  c l e a r  vo ice  
b rought the timid c h a ra c te r ’s 
em otions to the surface. H er love 
for Rodolfo, h e r  lone liness  
without him and he r  sickliness 
w ere shown not only through her 

acting  but by the inflections in 

her voice.
The National O pera functions 

to give young s ingers experience, 
to let the public h ea r  an  opera  in 
its own language and  to show the 
young people of North Carolina 
the opera as an  a r t  form . In La 
Boheme, it functioned also to give 
a  look a t  the a m u sem en t and  

tragedy  of life.

Mike Douglas 
says:“Ifyou 
know CPR*,you 
never know when 
you’ll save a life.”

‘Cardiopulmonary 
resuscitation training 
is available through 
your local Red Cross 
Chapter. Call.

NevwscBOer 4 The Adverlising Coonol

BREVARD COLLEGE student, David Center, tees off 

spring.

CALENDAR
FEB. 27-MARCH 13 

TUESDAY, FEB. 27 
5:45 p.m.-6:45 p.m., Methodist Student Movement, 

S.U.
8:15 p.m.. Life and Culture Series: Reid Gilbert, 

Dunham
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 28 

10 a.m., Life and Culture Series: Reid Gilbert, 
Dunham

6:30 p.m., Delphians, West Beam Study Parlor 
THURSDAY, MARCH 1 

5:30p.m., Westminister, Weaver Room 
6:30 p.m., Student Association, McG 118 
7:00p.m., Social Board, McG 138 
7:00 p .m ., General Judicial Board, McG 118
8-11 p.m., Day Students Bingo, McG 118 

SATURDAY, MARCH 3
9-12 p.m., SGA Fifties Dance, Dunham  

SUNDAY, MARCH 4
7:30 p.m.. Contemporary Church Services, F.U.M.C. 

Chapel
MONDAY, MARCH 5 

7 a.m., Christian Council Prayer Breakfast, Weaver 
Room

5:30 p.m., P.T.K., Rutherford Room 
8:00 p.m., F.C.A., S.U. Lounge 

TUESDAY, MARCH 6
6-8 p . m ., Art Series, McG 125 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7
5:30 p.m., Kappa Chi, Weaver Room 
6:30 p.m., Delphians, West Beam Study Parlor 

THURSDAY, MARCH 8 
5:30 p.m., Westminister, Weaver Room  
6:30 p.m., S.G.A., McG 118 
7 p.m., General Judicial Board, McG 118 
7 p.m.. Social Board, McG 138 

FRIDAY, MARCH 9 
7:30 p .m ., Masquer’s Magic Show, Dunham  

SUNDAY, MARCH 11 
7:30 p.m., Christian Contemporary Church Service, 

F.U.M.C. Chapel 
8:00p.m., S.G.A. Movie: “Oh, God” , Dunham  

MONDAY, MARCH 12 
7 a.m., Christian Council Prayer Breakfast, Weaver 

Room
5:30 p.m., P.T.K., Rutherford Room
7-8 p.m., Spanish Club, Library Seminar Room 

TUESDAY, MARCH 13
5:45-6:45 p.m., Art Series, McG 125


