
Wednesday, April 23,1980
THE CLARION page?

South African^ Mark Kennardy Ineligible B u t Com peting
By Mike M cF arland

One of B.C.’s potentially  best 
athletes has gained wide-spread 
recognition and is not even a 
member of a vars ity  team . M ark 
Kennard, a second sem ester  
transfer s tudent from  South 
Africa, has  a p p a re n t ly  u n ­
dergone a successful transition 
from R anger College to B revard .

The move has one draw back. 
Kennard has been ineligible to be 
a m em ber of the B.C. track  team  
for the en tire  spring . However, in 
a ll-com ers  e v e n ts  a n d  in- 
v ita tio n a ls ,  M a rk  h a s  run  
unattached and  done very  well. 
The m ajor obstacle  in K ennard ’s 
way is obtaining a w aiver for 
eligibility from  R anger, a  two- 
year school. He tra n sfe rred  from 
a four-year school to R anger, 
com p lica tin g  th e  e lig ib ili ty  
stipulations. According to M ark, 
there is a slight “chance th a t I 
could be eligible nex t fa ll .” A full 
year’s w ait is m ore  likely. M ark 
says that “a t  a  jun ior college 
level, being ineligible probably 
hasn’t hu rt m y  developm ent. ”

Even with the ineligibility 
status the season has still been 
good. M ark  h a s  u n l im ite d  
potential. He has a  3:59.5 m ile 
run to his c red it a lready . This 
ability has c a r r ie d  over. There 
has been a note of b it te r  irony

added in. In an early season meet 
a t  UT-Knoxville, Kennard posted 
a 9:03 time and won the two-mile 
race. At a la ter m eet a t Virginia 
Tech, Kennard posted a 9:03 time 
and won the two-mile race. These 
a re  significant because the 
winning times in the NCJAA 
nationals w ere slower. The 
winning time in the indoor mile 
w as a 4:14. M ark definitely feels 
he had a “ good chance for win­
ning the two events in the 
nationals. Missing nationals hurt 
the most (with regard  to being 
ineligible). I had the times but 
ju s t w asn’t able to go.”

Some of the other quality 
distance runners on the team  
such as  Jeff Wentworth and John 
George a re  sophomores. Mark 
feels they helped him in adjusting 
to B.C. It w asn’t really that hard  
for him to move in and work with 
the team , they more or less 
“accepted m e ,” says Mark. 
W e n tw o r th ’s and  G e o rg e ’s 
departu re  will leave some empty 
slots. M ark is confident of Coach 
N orm an Witek’s ability as a 
rec ru ite r  to fill the voids.

Witek has toiled diligently to 
build B.C. up as a  junior college 
t r a c k  pow er. A ll-A m erican  
perform ances by Wilbert Carter, 
John George, and Jeff Wentworth 
illustrate  tha t fact well. When 
asked how Witek handled his Mark Kennard

particu lar situation since he was 
not officially on the team , Ken­
nard  quickly replied tha t he was 
“approached like an athlete. It 
w as just different in tha t some 
m eets I just couldn’t go .” Ken­
nard  calls Witek, “a  rea l good 
coach. For a junior college with 
limited money resources, Witek 
does an outstanding job. ’ ’

The m em bers of the track  team  
respect K ennard a grea t deal. 
John George even goes so fa r  as 
to say, “ M ark is definitely world- 
class m ateria l. In a  few years 
after he really  m atures, he will 
do well aga inst stiff com ­
petition.” George adds th a t M ark 
possesses the “ basic talent. He 
needs to keep working and 
developing.” John also points out 
the paradoxical situation that 
M ark is in. Says G eorge, 
“ Coming to B.C. and working 
with Coach Witek is probably the 
best thing for him righ t now. 
Witek, as fa r  as  E a s t  Coast 
schools go, probably has the best 
program  around for a school of 
•this size. Despite all the com ­
plications, George feels M ark has 
“adjusted very well overall.”

Jeff Wentworth also agrees 
tha t M ark has adapted. Went­
worth offers an interesting ex ­
planation of K ennard’s situation. 
Said Jeff, “ M ark had a lot of 
troubles a t  Ranger. It did him

good to get into a m ore relaxed 
a tm osphere .” Wentworth adds 
that, “ m entally, it probably 
helped M ark m ore than it hurt 
him. Next yea r  when he is a t ­
tached, it will m ake him w ant to 
run  b e t te r .”

Chuck Daughton agrees with 
W e n tw o rth . D augh ton  c ites  
p ressu re  as  a key fac to r. 
D aughton feels M ark will feel a 
lot m ore p ressu re  and as  a  result 
it will “ cause him to be more 
m otivated .” Chuck adds tha t 
M ark probably doesn’t need a 
whole lot m ore incentive because 
he “p rac tices ju s t as  hard  as  if it 
w ere a r a c e .” The p ressu re  will 
in tensify  K en n a rd ’s p rac tice  
style “ even m ore s q  next y e a r ,” 
says Daughton.

E ven with his s ta tus  still 
som ew hat questionable, K ennard 
rem ains very  optim istic con­
cerning next year. As fa r  as  the 
team  goes, M ark says tha t 
depends on the recruits. In­
dividually, M ark says th a t he is 
“ shooting for the nationals. I 
hope to be working tow ards a 
definite peak  when nationals 
com e up .” K ennard  is also quick 
to say, “ th a t I ’m  definitely 
looking forw ard to next y e a r .” 
W hether eligible or not, K ennard 
will still be in a good position to 
m ake an  im pression on the re s t of 
the track  world.

Sportsline: Animals Trample Man’s Feats
by Bobby H ayes 

As the 1980 S um m er Olympic 
Games a re  ju s t around  the 
corner, the United S ta tes ’ par-

A n im al K ingdom  O lym pic 
G am es open. Let the Games 
begin!

HIGH JU M P - Man leads off
ticipation in the G am es rem ains the competition by clearing 7’7” . 
very much in question. However, The flea follows and can only 
when looking a t  the Olympics c lea r  12 inches, which makes 
from a totally d ifferent per- m an  laugh just a bit. Man is then 
spective, it m a tte rs  little if the inform ed by the AKOC tha t if the 
U.S. partic ipa tes or not. Why not flea had the size of m an, he could 
make the Olympics tru ly  “world- jum p 350 feet. End of laughter, 
wide” and invite the total an im al The dolphin jum ps 20 feet to win 
kingdom to pa rtic ipa te  in the the gold m edal, the pum a clears 
G am es? A cc o rd in g  to in- 1 5  feet t o  claim  the silver, and  the 
formation given to m e by Coach salm on m anages to jum p 12 feet 
Norm Witek, if this did indeed to salvage a bronze medal. No 
happen, m an  would becom e a m edal for man. 
much m ore hum ble c re a tu re  LONG JU M P - Bob Beam an 
when it cam e to ath letic  en- (hum an world record holder in 
deavors. this event), jum ps 29 2 to give

Man has becom e a rela tively  m an a chance to win this event, 
weak anim al. He has not alw ays The other anim als snicker as 
been weak, he has becom e th a t m an falls short again. The im- 
way because of the m odern pala claim s the gold with a jum p 
conveniences he has c rea ted  for of 42 feet, followed closely by the 
himself to m ake  his life easie r, kangaroo, which m anaged 40 
Unfortunately ea s ie r  also m eans feet. The cheetah edges m an for 
lazier and w eaker. Man has the bronze m edal by jum ping 30 

learned to depend on his m en ta l feet.
capacities while the re s t of the 200 M eter Run - Man is tim ed in 
an im al k in g d o m  r e l i e s  on 19.2 seconds and then goes in 
physical prowess. hiding as he is being humiliated.

A group of scientists  recen tly  The cheetah  and the antelope 
researched the sub jec t on how fa r  finish in a tie and sha re  the gold 
man has rea lly  fallen physically m edal with a tim e of 8 seconds 
in com parison to o ther an im als  ( t h a t ’s  a  clip of 60 m iles an  hour, 
and Coach Witek passed  along folks). The jack rabb it takes the 
t h e i r  findings. The r e s u l t s  w ere b r o n z e  w i t h  a t i m e  of 10.2. M an is 
astounding. E ven  with m an  using accused by the anim als of not 
his m ost outstanding a th le tes  t r y i n g .  A ll  m an can  say  is, “ Give 

while the an im als  w ere  se lected  m e another b ee r .’ 
at random , m an  becam e a 1 5 0 0  M E T E R  RUN - Man sends 

spectator ra th e r  than  a par- J im  Ryun (famous m iler) and he 
ticipant a t  m ost of the m edal m akes quite a gallan t effort, 
ceremonies. N o w ,  a s  c h a irm a n  of turning in a tim e of 3:45, but 
the AKOC (Animal Kingdom nevertheless is soundly bea te ir  
Olympic C om m ittee), I hereby T h e  g a z e l l e  outdistances the fiem

1:12.0. The Asiatic wild ass (a 
local favorite) claim s the silver 
by running 1:42.6, while the 
coyote and reindeer split the 
bronze m edal by both running

2 : 10 .8 . ^  .
MARATHON - After bemg 

em barassed  th ro ughou t the 
G ames by their poor showing, 
m an sends Bill Rodgers (Boston 
M arathon winner) to try to 
salvage some recognition of 
m a n ’s ability. Bill runs the 26.2 
mile race  in a time of 2 hrs. 10 
min. 48 secs. Good enough to win? 
Not even close. The antelope and 
gazelle blaze the trail in 25 
m inutes to sha re  the gold medal. 
The reindeer (Sorry, Santa) 
could do no better than a time of 1 
hr. 2 min. 52.8 secs.

100 MILE RUN - To keep m an 
from being completely shut out, 
this event w as created  to give 
m an one last, chance. Finally, 
m an comes through to win his 
f irst and only m edal in claiming 
the gold by narrowly outlasting 
the cam el and the racehorse.

After seeing this unusual 
perspective, it can sure m ake one 
think about how sports heroes a re  
idolized and paid. The next time 
you’re  watching a sporting event 
and see a g rea t individual play by 
a p la y e r  who m a k e s  an 
astronom ical sa lary , just ask 
yourself if a cam el m ight could 
do the job better and cheaper.

Speaking of the Olympics, did 
you hea r  the story the tra iner  of 
the 1980 Soviet Olympic hockey 
team  told as  to why the Russians 
didn’t win the gold medal? Ac­
cording to him, there is a shor­
tage of hockey sticks in the Soviet 
Union which m akes their hockey

sticks and not being able to find 
another. This in turn m ade their 
players timid about fighting for 
the puck and caused them to play 
unagressively and lose the gold 
m edal to the United States. If the 
Russian public swallows that 
story, it will open up a new line of 
excuses that can be m ade for 
th e ir  a th le t ic  losses. F o r  
example, basketball players can 
claim that they didn’t m ake their 
shots for fearing of breaking the 
net and skiers can counter that 
they didn’t ski fast enough 
because they were afraid  of 
breaking their skis if they fell. 
Before long, the excuses may 
become more fun than the

com petition itself.
This being the final issue of The 

Clarion for this year, I would like 
to thank the editor of The Clarion, 
Debi Crane, and the advisor, Ken 
Chamlee, for m aking m y job a 
m ost enjoyable one. Through this 
column, I have a ttem pted  to show 
tha t sports is much m ore than 
just scores and statistics. Sports 
a re  nothing m ore than  the people 
who play them and to me, their 
reactions and  feelings while 
participating in their gam es is 
w hat m akes sports such an  en ­
joyable release for so m any 
people. If I have cap tured  just a 
piece of this belief, I am  indeed 
grateful.

T rack  T eam  Scores  H ig h
by M ark Kennara 

The B revard  College Track 
Team  competed in one of the top 
relay m eets in the nation. The 
D ogwood R e la y s , held  in 
K noxville  d u r in g  th e  p a s t

weekend.
Jeff Wentworth placed in the 

10,000 m eter run with a tim e of 30 
min. 46.9 sec. which qualifies him 
for the NJCAA nationals to be 
held in Texas in May. Jeff also 
ran  in the open 3,000 m eter 
steeple-chase, winning in 9 min. 9

S0C.
John George ran  in the 5,000m 

placing 5th in a  tim e of 14 min.
26.9 sec. which is a new school 
record and also qualifies him for

the nationals.
R o n n ie  T r e a d w a y  a l s o  

qualified for the nationals by 
running 13 min. 51.48 sec. m the 
5,000. He. however, did not place.

Daughton who also ran  the open 
10,000 m etres, having a tim e of 33 
min. 30 sec.

Andy Manlove threw close to 
196 feet in the javelin which 
would better the school record, 
but unfortunately the s tandard  of 
the m eet was so high tha t all 
throws under 200 feet were not

m easured.
Wilbert C arter withdrew from 

the shot due to a nagging hand 
injury which has been bothering 
him for over a month.

Olympic Com m ittee), I hereby  T h e  g a z e l l e  o u i a i s i d i i c e s  u.c n i a v e r s  a f r a i d  of breaking thejir
declatC' the .. 'F irst 'Hypothetical to win the gold with a tim e of  -

Saltym an, who ran  33 min. 39 sec. 
in= the 10,000 m etres  and Chuck

The distance medley relay 
team  failed to achieve their goal 
of breaking the school record, but 
two m em bers, John George and 
Ron Treadway had both run hard 
races the day before. The team  of 
George Fox, Rob Craig, Ronnie 
Treadw ay and John George ran 
lO min. I8.7,sec. but did not place..
• - V ’


