
Tuesday, September 29, 1981 The Clarion Page 7

t o r n a d o
SPORTS

Sports Feature:

Soccer Tornado David Mobley
By Scott M erusi 

While w atching the  B rev a rd  
soccer T o rn a d o e s  in  th e i r  
preview sc rim m ag e  a  couple of 
weeks ago, I noticed a  p lay er  on 
the field whose p lay  and  hustle 
made h im  so m e b o d y  to be 
reckoned with w hether he  h ad  the 
ball or not. The m a tc h  ended in a 
1-1 tie, but th a t w as rea lly  not the 
issue;’ this p layer w as. I had  to 
find out who he w as and  w hat he 
was doing a t  B revard . I track ed  
him down la s t w eekend, and  
David Mobley and  I ta lked  about 
what a tw en ty -year-o ld  h igh 
school dropout, college drop in 
was doing a t B revard . His goals 
and p u rsu its , f ro m  bo th  an  
academic and  ath le tic  s tand 
point a re  d iscussed in this w eek’s 
Clarion sports fea tu re .

David Mobley has led a  life of 
ups and downs. At 17, an  ac 
cumulation of bad  g rades and 
family problem s forced Mobley 
to drop out of high school. Mobley 
joined the A rm y, and  in his two 
year hitch he saw  people w ith no 
goals in their lives, bu t he w anted 
to be somebody, a soccer p layer. 
While serving in the A rm y, David 
played for the F t. B ragg , N.C. 
club team  and  the F ayettev ille  18

and under team . Biding his tim e 
until his hitch w as up, Mobley 
had  two things on his mind. F irs t  
he w anted to finish his high 
school education, then to realize 
his d ream  of playing college soc
cer. After leaving the Army, he 
enrolled a t Vandalia Christian 
High School w here he earned his 
diploma. While attending this 
school, he scored 29 goals for 
the ir team  and was nam ed to the 
All North Carolina sta te  soccer 

team .
Upon graduation, Mobley had 

se t his sights to play big tim e col
lege soccer a t  a four-year school, 
but this was not to be. Most of the 
bigger Universities shyed away 
from  Mobley because of his high 
school -academ ic record . Not 
wanting to let his d ream  go to 
w aste, he decided to play for 
B revard , passing up numerous 
opportunities to a ttend  sm aller 
four-year schools.

Coming to B revard  has not 
been a t all easy for Mobley, but 
being the achiever he is, his 
academ ic goals are  set as high as 
his athletic ones. Mobley feels 
tha t playing soccer and getting 
an  education “ a re  the best ways 
to go through school, as well as an

honor.” The classroom  has not 
been the only tough transition  for 
Mobley; he is also playing on a 
predom inantly  sophom ore team . 
At firs t he felt tension not only 
because he w as a freshm an, but 
because he w anted to hold his 
own and score goals. But tim e 
h a s  m e l te d  th e  f r e s h m a n -  
sophomore gap, turning things 
from  a r iva lry  into m ore of a 
com radery . D avid has scored 
five goals in the firs t two gam es, 
but says he still feels p ressu re  to 
score just because of the position 
he plays and the w ay he feels.

Mobley considers twenty goals 
to be a  productive season for him , 
but he w ants to “ be able to say  I 
was p a r t of a team , and fit in with 
everybody else.” He feels a  good 
season for a team  standpoint 
would be to go as  fa r  as  the n a 
tionals and to be ranked  national

ly-
If the two gam es a lread y  

played in the Tornado season a re  
any indication of Mobley rea liz 
ing his goals, he is off to a good 
s ta rt . B revard  stands, 2-0-0, hav 
ing outscored the ir opponents 
13-2. David Mobley m ay  be living 
a life of ups and downs, but for 
now it is all ups. Any m ore ques

tions?

When it comes to soccer, David Mobley gives it his all. 
(Photo by David Jenkin).
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Dan’s Diary
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by  Scott  M erus i

“ P erh ap s  a f te r  this v ictory 
these four-year schools will show 
us a b it of respect, and  not take  a 
junior college team  so lightly, 
especially  a team  which w as 
runner-up in the nation in cro ss 
country las t y e a r .”  Dan
Clay, a runner for B re v a rd ’s n a 
tionally  ra n k e d  cro ss-co u n try  
team . Clay will be sha ring  his in
sight into w hat goes on in a 
r a c e r ’s mind, not only individual
ly, bu t from  a te am  standpoint. 
As the season progresses , he will 
hea r  from  in a race-by-race cap 
sule called  D an ’s D iary, 

by Dan Clay

Sept. 10, 1981 
B ellarm ine In ternational 
Louisville, K entucky 
8000 m e te rs  (5.0 m iles)
Sunny 60 degrees, slight breeze 
G r a s s  c o u r s e ,  s m a l l  h i l ls ,  
m odera te ly  difficult.

Our team  w ent into this m eet 
w ith a m ore com petitive a ttitude 
than  in the M illigan m eet. Our 
m ost s ign ifican t im provem en t 
w as in our team  concept. We 
functioned as  a unit for the firs t 
tim e this year, ran  together, and 
gave each  other encouragem ent. 
Our top six w ent out fa irly  easily, 
running the m ile in 5:08. We held

The Cross Country Team-Doing what they know best. (Photo by David Jenkm).

Cross Country Wins 36th Meet

By R andy W ard

Sweeping the top five places for 
the second y e a r  s tra igh t, the 
B revard  College Cross Country 
Team  dom inated  the B ellam ine 
Invitational w ith 15 points to 
Bellam ine College’s 52, U niversi
ty of Louisville’s 77 and  H anover 
College of In d ian a ’s 96 a t the 
Septem ber 19 m e e t in Louisville, 
Kentucky.

E a rly  in the race, the runners 
took to the lead and s tretched  it 
out over the  hilly five-m ile 
course. F re sh m an  standout B rad 
Albee broke aw ay la te  in the race  
and copped firs t p lace with a 
2 6 :0 6  clocking, just one second ott 
the course  record . Following 
Albee in second and th ird  places 
w ere sophom ores D an Clay with 
26:20 m inutes and Randy W ard 
w ith 26:35. The perfect score was 
continued by fourth and fifth 
p lace freshm en runners Gerald 
Hutchinson with 26:42 and Jeff

Muth with 26:44. O ther ou tstan 
ding perfo rm ances aiding the 
strong BC showing w ere J im  
Hickey in sixth p lace with 26:53, 
Mike Peveto , 16th with 27:47 and 
B rian B atten, 20th w ith 28:06.

Taking tu rns w ith the lead, the 
team  ended with a vastly  im prov 
ed strong 38-second pack, with 
one m inute considered good. The 
team  will trave l to the hills of 
Knoxville to take  on the U niversi
ty of T ennessee’s J.V . on October 
3 to look for the ir 37th s tra ig h t 

victory.

Soccer 
Update

B rev a rd ’s soccer te am  took 
two big steps forw ard  and  one 
sm all s tep  backw ard  this week 
The week s ta r te d  w ith two im 
pressive B rev a rd  victories, over 
E rsk in  6-0, and  M illigan 7-2. This 
included five goals by D avid 

Mobley.
L a te r  in the week the Tor 

nadoes trave led  to Columbia, SC 
to m e e t th e  South C aro lina  
Gam ecocks. A com bination of 
m issed plays on goal, and two 
critica l defensive lapses cost the 
Tornadoes a 2-1 decisior^^___

a fifty-yard lead  over our closest 
com petitors as we w ere talking 
and  helping each  o ther out. Spec
ta to rs  w ere  s tand ing  on the 
course, w atching open-mouthed, 
in aw e of this spectacu le of team  
unity. In  cross-country, this is the 
object of the sport, to bunch your 
run n ers  up in fron t and  get them  
to help each  o ther out. All six  of 
us knew th a t we h ad  control of the 
race . I felt a  sm ooth, relaxed , ef
ficient, and confident feeling, in 
s te ad  of the scared , choppy feel
ing I felt ag a in s t Milligan. Our 
front six r a n  together through  2.5 
m iles, then we began  to separa te . 
The outcom e of the m e e t w as 
never in doubt, but G erald  H ut
chinson h ad  an  exceptionally  fine 
perfo rm ance; and Je ff  Muth, 
fighting off the effect of a bad, 
lingering cold, cam e through for 
us a t  the finish to give B rev a rd  a 
sweep of the  five.

The overall feeling of the team  
about this m eet can  be sum m ed 
up in the fac t th a t w hen these 
schools scheduled us, they took us 
Ughtly and  u nderestim ated  our 
s treng th  since B rev a rd  is a  junior 
college. P e rh a p s  a fte r  these v ic 
tories these  team s will show us a 
little b it of respect.

Swimming
All students in te rested  in a 

sw im  club p lease  m ee t briefly  a t 
8:00 pm , W ednesday, Septem ber 

30, in MG 139.

I F o r  Y o u r  H o n i c c o m i i i f !  C o r x r i f r r i

‘Fcruv Socisons

FLORIST & GIFTS

BREVARD, N.C. 8 8 3 -3 0 3 1

rowN
[LETIC8

883 2255

7 E. Ifain S t . .  B r e v a r d


