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Brevard Students Too Apathetic
Wednesday, February 6, 1985

By Susan Rogers
I am  constantly hearing Brevard College students  

gripe about being bored or not having enough to do. 
Many say  that they c a n ’t wait to get out of Brevard and 
m ove on to som eplace  more exciting. Frankly, I ’m get 
ting a little sick of students, who claim  to be responsible  
for themselves, sitting around and waiting to be enter
tained.

In their report, “ Involvement in Learning: Realizing  
the Potential of American Higher Education,” the Study 
Group on the Conditions of E xce l lence  in American  
Higher Education, sponsored by the National Institute 
of Education, states that “ the amount of student learn
ing and personal development associated with any  
educational program is directly proportional to the 
quality and quantity of student involvement in that pro
g ra m .” The report does not say  that learning institu
tions are responsible for motivating students, although 
that quality is apparent in som e institutions. The  
responsibility for involvement lies with the student.

No student expects  to be told when to study, when to 
do their laundry, or how much beer to buy for Friday  
night’s party. Why should they expect to be told how 
and when to get involved? Student organizations are  a 
prime exam ple. At the first m eeting  of most organiza
tions, student turnout is quite large. However, as the 
sem ester  wears on, m ost groups experience lack of in
terest and decreased participation. P lans are m ade and 
activities  are scheduled but when the event actually oc
curs, no one se em s  to care. Many of the student leaders  
of these organizations are actually  forced to circulate  
campus and remind individual m em bers  that they have  
comm itted them selves  to participation in the group.

The level of apathy on this cam pus is incredible. It ap 
pears that a lot of students s im ply wish to compile a list 
of groups to which they are connected in order to im
press colleges  and prove what desirable students they  
are. Others don’t want to becom e involved unless they  
are guaranteed som e m easure  of public recognition. 
Are Brevard College students so insecure as to need e x 
ternal reinforcement to feel that they have contributed 
something of them selves  to a cause?

The faculty and administration at Brevard are paid to 
perform their jobs. The students, however, pay quite a 
bit of money to attend this college. Why then should  
they not have any desire to m ake the most of their in
vestm ent? Most people only have limited recollection of 
the c lasses  they took in college, but they have far more  
significant m em ories  of their activities  outside of class.  
If all you do is fulfill your academ ic  responsibilities, 
then you have cheated yourself out of a l imitless  amount  
of personal pleasure and satisfaction that m ay have a

great effect on the type of person you will becom e after  
college.

The National Education study group says,  “We could  
offer hundreds of recommendations to college officials  
and faculty on the best way to increase student learning, 
and they could implement all of our suggestions/a l l  to 
no avail if students them selves  do not respond. It is your  
involvement, your com m itm ent,  and your energy that 
will determine the extent to which the nation ach ieves  
excellence  in undergraduate education.”

According to the group, in the coming years  our nation 
will require citizens who can identify, organize and use  
all of the learning resources at their disposal. It wiH de 
pend on creative people who can synthesize  and reshape  
information and who can analyze problems from many  
different perspectives. In order to becom e this type of 
citizen, students must begin to take advantage of the op
portunities around them.

It is your responsibility to becom e involved. It is up to 
you to m ake Brevard an exciting and interesting place  
to be. Accept the challange. The rewards are worth it.

BC Provides Opportunity 
For Tom, Willson

How does it feel to re turn  to col
lege at age 24? This is a  question 
most students never face, but 
here at Brevard  College, Tom 
Willson finds himself in exactly 
this situation. In 1978, Tom 
graduated  from B revard  High 
School in the upper ten percent of 
his class and was a m em ber  of 
the National Honor Society. He 
was accepted  at three colleges 
and chose to enroll at UNC- 
Chapel Hill in November of 1978,

“ I thought the transition to col
lege would be easy, but the ad 
justment was g rea te r  than I ex 
pected. For one thing, coming 
from a relatively small high 
school, I was totally unprepared  
for a cam pus of over 20,000 
un d erg rad s .” T om ’s freshm an 
chem is try  class had over 400 
students and the teacher  p resen 
ting the lectures was a g radua te  
student. No a t tendance was ever 
taken and the only thing that m a t 
tered was your grades. “ I went 
from being an individual to being 
a num ber ,” he said.

Adjusting to’ new social ex 
periences was also difficult. Tom
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Tom Willson

said, “ There were  so m any  a c 
tivities available  that is was easy  
to become d is tracted  from your 
academ ics. I joined the Kappa 
Sigma fra tern ity  and, while I 
th o ro u g h ly  e n jo y e d  th e  e x 
perience, I can now realize that I 
spent m ore time socializing than 
hitting the books. F rankly ,  I was 
too im m atu re  at'^'that time to 
realize why I was going to col
lege. At the end of my sophomore 
yea r  I was totally disappointed

with my GPA and performance 
as  a student. Not having any 
c learly  defined goals, I thought 1 
w as wasting my time and money 
being in school.”

During the next seven months, 
Tom w orked  in construction 
w’hile try ing to decide how to get 
on with his life. Although the 
m ili ta ry  had never been a serious 
consideration, it then offered the 
opportunity  to earn  some money 
and  see the world.

On Ja n u a ry  20, 1981, Tom 
enlisted for four years  in the US 
Army. “ By coincidence Ronald 
Reagan  and 1 were  both sworn in 
on the s a m e  day. However, he 
went to Washington and I went lo 
Fort Sill in Lawton, Oklahoma.”

After completing basic training 
Tom was assigned to an artillery 
unit in W ertheim , Germany, 
ab o u t  s ix ty  m i le s  south of 
F rank fu r t .  During the next three 
and  a half yea rs  he lived the life 
of a  soldier, a t tain ing the rank of

a se rgeant and  being placed in 
ch a rg e  of a section of soldiers 
responsible for heavy artillery. 
He bought an old German Ford 
and  used most of his free time to 
travel throughout Europe, seeing 
nine se p a ra te  countries, Tom

found the s tru c tu re  and discipline 
of m ilita ry  life to his liking and 
gradually  realized that the Army 
had helped him to discover and 
develop his personal skills. In 
competition with other soldiers, 
he found that these skills allowed 
him to succeed and he earned 
num erous honors and awards. 
He w as also selected as the 1983 
Soldier of the Y ear  for the entire 
US A rm y in Europe.

Tom intends to pursue a career 
as  an officer in the Army, but 
m ust  f irst co m p le te  the re
q u irem ents  for an undergraduate 
degree. He in tends to attend 
Wake F o res t  University in the 
fall and enroll in the ROTC pro

g ram  there. “ I decided to apply 
for the spring sem ester  at BC 
because I felt B revard  provided 
the  bes t  o p p o r tu n i ty  to ac 
complish two things: improve
m y  b a c k g r o u n d  in the 
humanities,  and  redevelop my 
abilit ies as  a s tuden t.”

Rachel Daniels Adds Up

Rachel Daniels discusses  math with BC student John 
Johnson.

By Jill Avett

She’s a g randm other,  a gard- 
ner, and an avid Trivial Pursuit 
player, but BC students know her 
better  as Mrs. Rachel Daniels.

A m a th  teacher  at BC for the 
past 25 years ,  Mrs. Daniels has 
seen severa l  changes in the 
B revard  College system. She has 
seen an increase in wom en’s in
volvement in athletics and in all 
academ ic p rog ram s and rega rds  
this as  a m ajor  achievement. As 
for goals for the future, Mrs. 
Daniels hopes to one day incor
porate  the use of com puters  into 
m ath  courses.

Mrs. Daniels enjoys teaching at 
BC because she loves working 
with young people. However, she

has trouble with students who 
come into class late. Thus she 
gets several,  if not true, a t  least 
creative excuses for tardiness. 
Once a student cam e into class 
late and told her he was late 
because he had to take  his room 
m ate  to the hospital.  The only 
hole in his story was the fact that 
his room m ate  was sitting right 
there in class looking quite well.

Mrs. Daniels g radua ted  from 
Meredith College with a BA 
degree. She began g radua te  
work at NC State and la te r  at 
F u rm an .  Putting  g radua te  work 
aside for the time, she began a 
teaching ca ree r  at  B revard  High 
School. In one of her classes was 
the daughter  of Dean Bennett, 
then the Dean of B revard  Col

lege. The young lady was havmg 
difficulty with her  m ath  and even 
told Mrs. Daniels that her father 
couldn’t work the problems. Mrs. 
Daniels replied, “ If he was in my 
class, he could work those pro
b lem s .” The next year  Mrs. 
Daniels was teaching math at 
B reva rd  College. She recently 
resum ed  work on her  Master’s 
degree  a t  Western Carolina and 
ea rned  the degree  in D ecem ber 

of 1984.
Besides teaching, Mrs. Daniels 

en joys  sewing, cooking, and 
reading. She and her husband 
Bob, an  a rch i tec t ,  reside in 
Brevard .  They have two sons, a 
d ra f tsm a n  and a lawyer, and two 
daughters ,  a m a th  teacher and a 
f re shm an  at UNC-Greensboro.


