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[Spying in  th e  U.S.

Just What Is Going On Here?
by Kim Ormand

In the history of the United States there is no name of 
any other public figurehead that is as spat upon as thatj 
of Benedict Arnold. He was a trusted war general, a 
traitor, a spy. His life has stood for blatant disregard of 
the ideals supposedly held by the American people: 
loyalty, honesty, and integrity. Yet let us not be naive in 
thinking that spying is limited to the past. Since 1981, 
thirty-four people have been accused of selling informa­
tion about the United States to foreign countries. In just 
the past four weeks, four citizens have been accused of 
this activity. This has caused a new controversy concer­
ning spies and just how much danger the U.S. is in.

Spying in this country is generally looked upon as the 
ultimate crime against America as well as against the 
very core of demwracy. Yet it is suspected that the 

I United States has its own spies in the Soviet Union and 
I other countries and satellites that monitor various ac- 
jtivites. Thus it is all right for the U.S. to spy on other 
countries to ensure our national security but it is not all 
right for other countries to spy on us for it threatens our 
national security. Can this not be viewed as hypocrisy?

Of course there still remains (hypocrisy aside) the 
[problem of what to do with the spies once they are 
caught. Some people suggest rational means such as 
the severe punishment of the spies and the the investiga- 

I tion of people with any security clearances. Others sug­
gest more radical measures such as the selling of our 
wheat to starving nations rather than the U.S.S.R. and 
the limiting of technology to Israel to make that depen­
dent state more sensitive to the principles and priorites 
of the U.S. Even the Navy secretary John Lehman has 
gone so far as to advocate the death penalty for con- 

[victed spies.
Where will it all end? Perhaps this bothers me so 

much for I am convinced that there is a lot of double talk 
going on here. I realize that the government must be 
concerned over the selling of our nation’s secrets and by 
no means am I saying that spying is the ultimate career 

I choice. It all boils down to public relations. How good 
I does it look for the United States to have trusted govern- 
jment officials convicted for spying? Not very good.

So what is my solution? I really don’t have one. I just 
I wish that the government would make a sensible and 
realistic decision concerning the issue. This decision, of 

jcourse, should include the United States.
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Letters to the Editor

but w hat is the point of gossiping 
a n d /o r  being  ju d g m e n ta l?  
Where is tha t going to lead?

It is going to lead  to everyone 
being afra id  to ta lk  to each  other 
becausf of w hat they’ve heard  
about each other. I t  s gomg to 
lead to the spreading of pointless 
and even harm ful rum ors. I t’s 
going to lead to our concentrating 
on all of the possible negative 
things instead of the real, tangi- 
We, positive things.

Why should it be our concern if 
someone is gay or who someone 
is dating? During m y 1st year 
here I was apalled and even upset 
about all of the gossip on this 
cam pus. I have found th a t the 
m ost effective way to fight it is to 
not partic ipa te  in it and to le t peo­
ple know tha t it upsets you (if it 
does, of course) when they s ta r t 
gossiping.

I would like to m ake an  appeal 
to gossipers: If you can ’t keep 
yourself from  gossiping, please 
a t  least stop and listen to yourself 
when you do. Then, ask  yourself: 
Why am  I saying this?

Most Sincerely,

Carla Ulbrich

D ^ r  Editor,

I D ear Editor,
Going to a sm all school in a 

I town like B revard  gets a little 
I dull a t tim es. We get bored occa- 
Isionally and a lot of the tim e all 
I we have is each other. We can 
I h ^ d le  this in two w av s; We can

take advantage of each o th e r’s 
com pany and learn  and grow 
together or we can  te a r  each 
other down. I am  upset a t  seeing 
too m uch of the la tte r.

There is nothing wrong with be- 
ing concerned about each  other-

“ You tra in  dogs, you educate 
people.”

I wish I could rem em ber who it 
was tha t m ade tha t sta tem ent. 
An old poli-sci professor told tha t 
to m e and  opened m y eyes to why 
I should take m y L iberal A rts 
education m ore seriously.

“ Why do they teach  us so m any 
I fac ts  tha t we won’t ever use in 

everyday  life? Who ca res  if a-b 
equals c if I ’m  not a M ath m ajor? 
And who ca res  w hat William 
F au lkner rea lly  m ean t in all 
those b izarre  books he w rote in 
his ca ree r?  And when will I ever 
use those facts th a t I lea rn  in 
physics, h istory  and  religion? 
What am  I doing w asting m y tim e 
here  when I could be out m aking 
a  living?

All I have to say  to these ques­
tions i s : w ake up and  quit taking 
your education a t  face value. 
You a re n ’t here  to m em orize 
facts, you’re  here  to exercise 
your m ind and  develop the ability 
to learn . “ To learn  to learn  
quickly.”

When your English professor 
asks you to w rite a p ap er on a 
ch a rac te r  in a  novel, tha t pro­
fessor isn t asking tha t you leave 
the class only with the knowledge 
of a p a rticu la r  book, he asks tha t 
you learn  to analyze. L a te r  in life 
you will be faced with m any pro ­
blem s and situations w here the re  
will be no answ er page in the 
book to re fer to, and  no Cliff 
Notes to cheat from . You will be 
responsible for com ing up with 
the solution on your own. I t is the 
firs t g ian t step  into adulthood.

What a re  ath letics for, for tha t 
m a tte r?  Ju s t  exercise for the 
body? W hat do you rea lly  gain 
from  playing a v arsity  sport like 
football, basketball, or soccer? 
Athletes don’t ju s t throw or kick a 
ball around in a  gam e. They 
m ust learn  dozens of se t plays to 
execute but m ust also develop the 
. a b i ^  to change stra teg y  and ex

IS

ecute a lterna tives in a split se ­
cond when the plays b reak  down 
or the situation is not w hat they 
expected.

Life throws a lot of loops in the 
plans and actions we all take and 
an educated person has a  fa r  
g re a te r  chance of successfully 
overcom ing thes obstacles by us­
ing the tools of an  analy tical mind 
to solve them.

Don’t w aste your education by 
trying to see how m uch work you 
can blow off and still get by. Use 
this opportunity to the fullest. 
You m ay  never get ano ther 
chance again.

“The roots of education a re  b it­
t e r ,  b u t  th e  f r u i t  
sw eet.’’-Aristotle

Sincerely,
Ju lie  Johnson

D ear Editor,

Since no one has a ttem p ted  to 
a rg u e  with “A RlVV iew” by 
N ancy W illiams in the la st issue 
of the Clarion I ’ll try  to do so.

N ancy w rites  th a t “ legally  
school officials could do things 
th a t would ta m p e r  w ith  the 
privledges of students such as 
entering  a  studen t’s room  with 
little or no cause. But fortunate ly  
tha t is not w hat B revard  College 
does.” I ’ll say  tha t, un fo rtunate ­
ly, it is ju s t w hat B revard  College 
does, such as  when officials m ake 
room  searches w ithout w arning, 
w ithout people being there , and 
perhaps even during breaks.

The issue of room  search ing  
w ith o u t peo p le  b e in g  th e re  
bothers even m y non-Am erican 
sense of personal freedom  and 
privacy. Isn ’t to en ter a room  
with little  or no cause  and  without 
the person’s p resence a  lack  of 
p rivacy? Sure, there  a re  tim es 
when you have to sea rch  for 
stolen objects; but then search  
only w here you expect to find 
these stolen objects. Otherwise, 
we get too fa r  aw ay from  con­
stitu tional r igh ts; which the re s t 
of the A m erican society is proud 
of and  tries to obey.

The room  search  policy is ju s t 
an  exam ple of the w ay th a t 
responsibility is taken  aw ay from  
students. Alcohol, visitation, and 
the class a ttendance  policy a re  
o ther o ther a re a s  w here the 
s tu d e n ts ’ re sp o n s ib ili t ie s  a r e  
lim ited. How can  we expect kids 
to grow  up to be responsible 
w ithout allowing them  to take 
any  kind of responsibilities? If 
you ta lk  baby-talk, your kid will 
keep on talking baby-talk. I know 
tha t B revard  College is not the 
only institution forcing kids to r e ­
m ain  kids. P a re n ts  and  politi­
cians certa in ly  do the ir share .

A f a m o u s  A m e r ic a n  
ph ilosopher/psycho log ist/socio l­
ogist (probably John  Dewey) ad ­
vocated the “ learn ing  by doing” 
princip le in the 1950’s. M aybe it 
is tim e for us to follow this p rinci­
ple also outside the classroom .

m isunderstand ing  of one of the 
quotes occurred . The comment 
was m ade  th a t som e of the people 
here  a re  rude and  th a t they treat 
M ojdeh a s  if she is from  another 
planet. Mojdeh said  that what 
she m ean t by the com m ent was 
th a t A m erican  people a re  rude to 
each o ther but a re  really  pretty 
nice to her. A fter the release of 
the paper, m any  rude and nasty 
com m ents w ere  m ade to Mojdeh. 
I ’d like to think tha t the com 
m ents w ere  not the resu lt of the 
a r tic le  for it ce rta in ly  was not our 
in ten t to cause  M ojdeh any harm, 
but the fac t rem ains tha t harm 
w as done. I hope th a t Mojdeh will 
forgive us for any trouble that the 
a r tic le  caused  h er and tha t she 
will not allow this incident to 
d am p er h er sp irits  or her opinion 
of B revard  College a s  a whole

Henning B randt

E d ito r’s note 
In the la st issue of the Clarion 

an a r tic le  on in ternational stu- 
dent M ojdeh B akit w as run  and  a

The Scholarship R esearch  In­
s ti tu te  of W ashington, D.C., an 
o r g a n iz a t io n  s p e c ia l iz in g  in 
aiding studen ts and paren ts in 
the ir effort to locate funds for col 
lege, is offering th ree  $1,000 

scholarships. This represents 
the ir th ird  annual offering. Ap 
p licants m ust m ee t the following 
m in im um  requ irem ents . One 
m ust be an  underg radua te , a full 
tim e student, and  have a G.P.A. 
of 2 .0  or above.

I F o r an  application  and  m ore in 
form ation, studen ts should send a 

s e l f - a d d r e s s e d ,  s ta m p e d  
e n v e lo p e  to :  S c h o la r s h ip
R e sea rch  In stitu te , P.O . Box 
50517, W ashington, D.C. 20004 
The deadline for applications is 
D ecem ber 16, 1985. Awardees 
will be notified by Ja n u a ry  30. 
1986. R ecipients will be chosen 
based  on the ir academ ic perfor­
m ance, leadersh ip  ab ih ties, col 
lege and  com m unity  acitivites.

These aw ard s a re  for the Spr­
ing  s e m e s te r  of the  1985-86 
school y e a r  and  m ay  be used for 
any  expenses re la ted  d irectly  or 
ind irectly  to the pursuance of any 
a c a d e m i c  m a j o r  a t  t he  
u n d erg rad u a te  level.

P e e r  P T essu re ;  

D o ’s a n d  D o n ’ts
by A nne-M arie P re ss le r

The teenagers  of today have a 
long and  h a rd  road  in front of 
them . Som etim es selecting the 
righ t ro ad  and  m aking  the right 
tu rns can  b e  a  difficult task. For 
tunately , m ost teens have friends 
to tu rn  to w hen in need of support 
or advice. M any tim es the dilem ­
m as a re  solved and  the outcomes 
a re  good, but consulting one’s 
peers can  also be a rea l problem.

P e e r  p ressu re  is a  m a jo r pro­
blem  in to d ay ’s ado lescen t’s 
lives. Teens a re  alw ays being 
told “ to be your own person” and 
not follow the crowd. It all 
sounds so easy , but a s  m any 
teens know, i t ’s  not alw ays that 
sim ple. Som etim es friends can 
p e r s u a d e  f r ie n d s  in to  doing 
things they don’t w an t to do, and 
then they try  to justify  it as  right 
because evervone else is doing it. 

cont. on page 3


