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Ben Harper on stage.

continued from front page

year’s performing artiststo get an
idea of what to expect and what
they are looking forward to.

The first was Colin Meloy of
the band The Decmberists. Asthe
singer of a band running on the
inderock circuit with asort of anti-
pop sound, he talked about what
it's like entering a type of scene
he's not typically apart of. “I've
lost my snobby indie rock edge
and have learned to really appre-
ciateal performers,” stated Colin.
He spoke about what it'slike play-
ing in front of a crowd of greater
proportionsthan he might ever see
again and how much funit will be
to get his stories across to the au-
dience.

Ben Harper, aBonnaroo vet,
entered theconversation next. This
will be his third year playing the
festival and he sounded just as ex-
cited asif it washisfirst. Hespoke
about some of hisfavoritefestival
momentsand what it meansto him
to play for a crowd that large.

Without amoment’s hesitation, he
was able to tell us that one of his
favorite concert experiences ever
was the last time he played
Bonnaroo and got to hang off the
speakersduring Neil Young's per-
formance of Crazy Horse.
“Whether I'm playing for ten
people or ten thousand, I'm just
asexcited,” Harper casually added.

The last interviewee was
Paul Meany, the singer of the up
and coming band Mute Math. His
voice has been compared many
times to Sting’s, who happens to
be abig influence. The New Or-
leans based band has been around
for a few years, but has just
started to get some serious atten-
tion. Their sound lies somewhere
between the Police and Incubus,
with their incorporation of elec-
tronicsinto their full band. Meany
did not sound concerned about
winning over his audience, even
though they have more of a rock
edge than lots of bands perform-
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ing. “We'll beusing the electron-
ics, including my keytar on stage
just as we do our album. 1I’'m not
worried about the sound. I'm sure
we'll have a good time,” stated
Meany.

Thefestival isbeing held over
the weekend of June 14", Tickets
are still available and the full list
of artistsand all of the details can
be found at Bonnaroo.com.
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Reflections

by Aaron Palmer
Managing Editor

My first year on the Clarion is
coming to close and I'm walking
away from this with a positive
reflection. | have been given some
fantastic opportunities this year
and would liketo thank the rest of
my staff for slaving away at put-
ting together some phenomenal
pieces. | have interviewed some
interesting people over the course
of the last few months on alocal
and national level which has all
been fun.

I’ve been able to gain a better
understanding of the logistics of
how our school is run, see what
local businesses haveto offer, hear
about local agriculture and experi-
encelotsof new music. I'mlook-
ing forward to taking the reigns
next year aseditor in chief and see-
ing how much we can add to the
paper. I'd also liketo give others
a chance at the same experience
I’vehad. I'vegot somegreat con-
cepts for next year and hope to
collaborate with new writers on
features.

I’ve also learned that you can't
aways please everyone. It's the
difficulty of reporting and editing,
but you do the best you can. |
hope to see plenty of new faces
next year and will missmy fellow
editors and good friends that are
leaving to pursuetheir careers past
college. | wish them nothing but
the best and hope to leave on at
least half the positive note that
they have me. Thanks.

Aaron Joseph Palmer
served on the Clarion staff
this spring as Managing
Editor. He has brought a
fresh face to the arts & life
section with innovative
columns, obscure reviews
and interviews with artists.
He will take over the Clarion
as Editor in Chief next
semester and plans to
graduate in December.



