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Legal lynching 

in Chavis trial

Francine Randolph, Miss BSM

Randolph
Miss BSM

F r a n c i n e  R a n d o l p h ,  a 
s o p h o m o re  nurs ing  m a jo r  and  
J o h n s to n  scholar  f rom  Kinston ,  
N .C.,  was n am ed  Miss Black 
S tu d e n t  M ovem ent a t  the  second  
a n n u a l  co ro n a t io n  ball pn  Oct.  
13. Before  a crow d o f  3 0 0  
s tu d e n ts  and  guests in G reat 
Hall,  Miss R and o lp h  pledged “ to  
u p h o ld  the  h o n o r  tha t  this title 
b e s to w s  an d  to  c o n t in u e  as 
d i r e c to r  o f  the  gospel cho i r .”

O th e r  m e m bers  of the  co u r t  
w ere :  fi rst r u n n e ru p  -  Valerie 
B a t t s ,  s e c o n d  ru n n e ru p  — 
T he re sa  B urne t te ,  and  maids o f  
h o n o r  — R u b y  Fuller ,  Theressa 
W hitley ,  and  Sadie Baldwin. A 
lo n g  s tem  rose sym boliz ing  
h o n o r ,  b e a u ty  and  service was 
p re sen ted  to  each m e m b er  o f  the 
cour t .

W a r r e n  Carson ac ted  as 
M aster  o f  C erem o n y  while Doris  
S t i t h ,  Miss BSM 1971-72, 
p re sen ted  the  awards. A p laque

was p resen ted  to  Mae M cL endon  
as h o n o ra ry  Miss BSM for  fou r  
years o f  unselfish service to the 
o rg a n iz a t i o n .

In t r ib u te  to  the  court ,  
“ S o m etim es  I Fee l  Like A 
M otherless C h ild ” was sung by  a 
f reshm an vocal ensem ble. T he  
O p ey o  D ance G ro u p  gave a 
t o u c h i n g  a n d  d r a m a t i c  
p e rfo rm ance  o f  “ I T old  Jesus .” 
E b o n y  R eaders ,  a g roup  made 
up o f  f re sh m en  also, did selected 
readings f ro m  a play “ T hree  X 
L ove ,”  b y  R o n  Zuber.

F o r  the  rem a in d e r  o f  the  
e v e n i n g ,  the aud ience  was 
tho ro u g h ly  en te r ta in ed  by “ Free 
People ,”  o f  W ilm ington ,  N.C., 
whose mucial diversity  ran f rom  
J i m m y  H e n d r i c k ’s “ Purple  
H aze”  to  K oo l  and  th e  G an g ’s 
“ C h o co la te  B u t te rm i lk .”

T h e  ball ended  at tw o ,  b u t  its 
sp irit  con t inues .

Pow er  to  the  people!

By Angela Bryant

This is n o th in g  b u t  the  sam e 
old fo rm ula ;  poli tical activ ism + 
Radical Ideology = poli tical 
p r i s o n e r .  These arrests  are 
designed to  give th e  im pression  
t h a t  poli tical activists have 
co m m it ted  criminal acts  against 
the  people .  This  diverts  the  
a t te n t io n  o f  the  people  f rom  
t h e i r  j u s t  s t rug g le  against 
oppression  and  powerlessness,  to  
a shor t  te rm  struggle  to  raise bail 
o r  legal defense  funds ,  thus 
des t roy ing  the “ will”  o f  the  
people.

The trial o f  Rev. Ben Chavis 
and  the  W ilmington 16 for  s ta tes 
charges began on S ep te m b e r  11 
in Burgaw, N o r th  Carolina. T he  
s ta te  alleges th a t  these charges of 
conspiracy to  c o m m it  arson and 
a s s a u l t  occured  during the 
‘W ilm ing ton  In su r rec t io n ’ o f  
F eb rua ry  4-6, 1971.

T h e  s t r u g g l e  b e g a n  in 
W ilmington w ith  a series o f  
racial inc iden ts  in the  schools  for 
w hich  only  Black s tu d e n ts  were 
p u n i s h e d .  F o l l o w i n g  these 
inc iden ts  a list o f  d em an d s  were 
p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  
adm in is tra t io n  for  Black s tudies 
and  personne l  and  for  review of 
the  cases o f  suspension  o f  these 
Black s tuden ts .  S pora t ic  fires 
a n d  sniping ensued .  Blacks 
m arched  on ci ty  hall and  asked 
fo r  a curfew to  p ro te c t  the Black 
c o m m u n i t y  f r o m  w h i t e  
vigilantes.

A B l a c k  y o u t h ,  G ibbs  
S tevenson C o rb e t t ,  was killed by  
the  police  allegedly in the  line of 
d u ty  p ro tec t ing  a f ireman from

sniper fire. A curfew and  the  
N ational G u ard  were called in 
only  a f te r  a w hite  m an,  Harvey 
Cumber, was fo u n d  killed in a 
wave of sn iper  fire. Ben Chavis, 
o r g a n i z e r  f o r  t h e  N o r t h  
C a ro l in a -V irg in ia  Comm iss ion  
for  Racial Just ice  and  minis ter  
o f  th e  C hurch  of the  Black 
M e s s i a h  “ came do w n  . . .  to  
mobilize the  Black co m m u n i ty  
beh ind  s tu d e n t s .”  He public ly  
charged “ th e  m a y o r  and  city 
c o u n c i l  w ith  conspiracy in 
se t t ing  up  the  Black co m m u n i ty  
fo r  an n ih i la t ion .”

In D ecem ber,  they  began 
m aking  arrests . T h ey  charged 
Rev. Chavis and  J im  G ran t ,  a 
B l a c k  n e w s m a n ,  w i t h  
‘conspiracy  to  aid individuals to 
escape cus tody ,  and  possession 
o f  e x p l o s i v e  d e v i c e s ,  in  
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  a Black 
rebellion in O x fo rd ,  N.C. tw o  
years ago.

B o th  were released on b ond .  
Rev. Chavis was charged, a week 
la ter, w ith  accessory a f te r  the 
fact to  th e  sho tgun  d ea th  of 
Eugene Wright on "March 17, 
with  tw o  sisters and  tw o  o the r  
b ro thers .  Sudd en ly  nine m o n ths  
la ter, the police uncover  tha t  all 
those  in the  house  conspired  to  
hide the  m u rd e r  of Wright by 
one  of the  o th e r  b ro thers ,  Don 
N ixon ,  the  m urder ,  was o u t  on 
$3 0 0 0  bo n d  while activists,  
Chavis and  Sis ter Mollie Hicks 
had  bail over th ree  times as 
much.

Chavis was arrested  for a 
second  time in tw o  weeks on 
charges o f  consp iracy  to  ihurder  
Harvey C um ber .  Placed u n d e r

Gregory: Youth for peace
By Mae Israel

Speak ing  to  a capac i ty  crow d 
in M em oria l  Hall on S ep t .  26 ,  
B l a c k  poli tical activist and  
f o r m e r  n igh tc lub  com ed ian ,  
D ick  G rego ry  praised th e  you ng  
p eo p le  o f  America for being 
“ t h e  m o s t  m orally  h o n es t ,  
d ed ic a te d  group  o f  people  tha t  

ever l ived.”
“ N ever before  has any  group  

h ad  on its shou lde rs  w ha t  you  
h a v e  o n  y o u r s , ”  G regory  
e m p h a s i z e d .  “ Y o ung  people  
have a big jo b  to  do ,  b u t  no t too  
m u c h  time. Y o u  were left with 
th e  p ro b le m s  but the  old folks 
used all the  tr icks.  It is up to  
y o u  to  clean up  this sick, slimy, 
degen e ra te  na t ion .

A cco rd ing  to  G rego ry ,  the  
A m erican  y o u th  have to  fight 
th e  hypo c r i sy  o f  the  o lder  
gen e ra t io n .  “ T h e  old folks left 
y o u  a bad check with  no  m ore  

c ash ,”  he exp la ined .

As freelance h um a n i ta r ian ,  
G regory  urged the  y o u th  to  
develop peace, h a rm o n y ,  and 
respect fo r  the  right ideals in 
soc ie ty .  “ Man has m ore  respect 
fo r  flags and  songs than  he has 
fo r  one  a n o th e r ,”  he said. “ 1 
h o p e  w hen  you  get th rough  
do ing  y o u r  thing, w e ’ll feel 
to w ard  an o th e r  the  way we feel 
a b o u t  the  flag.”

C o n c e rn in g  race relations, 
G r e g o r y  c a l l e d  the  white 
s tu d en ts  “ the  new niggers.” 
“ A m erica ’s m en ta l i ty  is such 
tha t  it has to  have a nigger. 
Black people  were no t always 
A m erica ’s nigger. At one  time, 
we d id n ’t even qual ify .  Until the 
I 9 6 0 ’s the  Jews, Irish, and 
C atholics  were the  niggers. Now 
the qual if ica tions  have changed. 
If y o u  have long hair, wear a 
d ir ty  tee sh ir t ,  no  bra and 
sandals, y o u  are i t .”

C; r e g o r y  w a r n e d  w h i l e  
s tu d e n ts  a b o u t  making  the same

m istake  as the  o th e r  niggers. 
“ T hey  on ly  w an ted  to  get ou t .  
Y ou  m ust insure tha t  a l te r  you ,  
there  will be no m ore niggers,” 
he added .  "We ex-niggers want

to  say to  yo u  new niggers. 
T h a n k  y o u  b a b y .”

A s a p o l i t i c a l  an a ly s t ,  
G regory  said the 18 year olds 
on ly  have “ the  right to elect but 
no t to  se lec t .”  He criticized the 
governm ent for playing tricks on 
the people. G regory  told the 
y o u th .  “ D o n ’t let the  super 
freaks get yo u  in to  the ir  bag.”

Fo r  18 m o n th s  G regory  has 
no t ea ten  any solid food  in 
p ro tes t  o f  the V ie tnam  war. He 
feels that this fast,  which will 
not end  unti l  the  war does,  
“ serves as a rallying point of the 
positive forces in the  U.S.” 
Gregory  has fasted m any times 
t o  il lustrate various causes: 
A merica 's  drug prob lem  led to  a 
71 day fast beginning August.  
1 9 7 0 . ’

First fam ous  as a professional 
com ed ian ,  Dick G regory  is now 
a r e c o r d i n g  ar t is t ,  au th o r ,  
lec turer ,  ac to r ,  social satirist, 
critic and  ph ilosopher .

$ 7 5 ,0 00  bo n d  this time, Chavis 
was arrested  w ith  6 o the r  
b ro the rs  and  a w hite  w om an .  All 
w e r e  c h a rg ed  w ith  various 
offenses,  ranging from  assault  on 
em ergency  personnel to  arson. 
W ilmington police Chief, H.E. 
W i l l i a m s o n  said, “ I’m the 
happies t  d am n  police chief  in 
the  whole co un try .  I th ink  we 
have the  m ajo ri ty  o f  those  w ho  
m a d e  t r o u b l e  fo r  us last 
F e b ru a r y .”

T h e  s t a te ’s key witness,  Allen 
Hall, w ho  has been  in and  o u t  of 
m en ta l  in s t i tu t io ns  fo r  several 
years and  convicted for  arson 
and assault  ne t t ing  him 12 years 
in prison, was the highlight of 
the  hearing. T here  were m any  
con trad ic t ions  in the  w itness’ 
te s t im on y .  T here  was visible 
evidence tha t  all d e fendan ts  had 
been m aced and  b ea ten  in the ir  
cells.

On April  8, the  federal trial 
of Chavis and  Dr. Jam es G ran t 
began in Raleigh on charges of 
“ c o n s p i r a c y  to  co m m it  an 
o f f e n s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  U.S. 
g o v e rn m en t  and  aiding and 
abe t t ing  a federal fugitive to  
escape the  c o u n t ry .”  T heodo re  
A lfred H ood , facing 30 years in 
prison, and  Walter W ashington, 
facing 60 years in charges, had 
all charges dismissed against  
them  in exchange for  te s t im ony  
against Chavis and  G ran t .  The 
ju ry  fou nd  Chavis innocen t  o f  all 
c h a r g e s ,  b u t  m y s t e r i o u s l y  
f o u n d  G ran t  guil ty  o f  all 
charges. Chavis was re tu rn ed  to  
New H anover C o u n ty  Jail un de r  
S50 ,000  bond  to await  s ta te  
charges on May 1.

T h e  co u n ty  so l ic i to r’s off ice 
reques ted  a mistrial,  because 
a f te r  th e  first week of ju ry  
selection , the  so l ic i tor becam e ill 
w ith  “ intestinal f lu .”  A mistrial 
was g ran ted  on  12th  at which 
t im e  the po ten t ia l  ju ry  was 
com posed  o f  ten Blacks and tw o 
w h i t e s .  A f t e r  b r i  l l i a n t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  by a t to rn ies  
Jam es Ferguson and  associates, 
bail was lowered and  on June  
14th the  prisoners  gained their 
te m po ra ry  f reedom . O n O c to b e r  
9, the s ta te  rested its case after  
five w eeks of trial in Burgaw.

T he  C onference  on Dual 
Just ice  and  Political Oppression  
asks tha t  y o u  “ use w hatever  
inf luence you  m ay have to  
p ro tes t  the s t a te ’s conspiracy to  
legally hang these d e fe n d a n t s .”  
Also p ro tes t  tha t a n o th e r  trial 
a f ter  the  mistrial is “ doub le  
j e o p a rd y ” which is in violation 
o f  the co ns t i tu t ion .  YOU ARE 
T H E  ONLY  ONES WHO CAN 
S T O P  T H I S  P O L I T I C A L  
T R I A L !

Please organize and  publicize 
this in justice and  this oppressive 
dual jus tice  sys tem . “ If they  
take him in the  m orn ing ,  they 
will be com ing  for  us at n igh t .”


