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Gospel vibrations

T he  R everend  Pres ton  Jones , 
C hairman o f  Religion and Race 
of the U nited  M ethod is t  Church,  
has recen t ly  been  appo in ted  
Black C hapla in  at the  University. 
T ho u g h  the  duties  o f  Chaplain 
Jones have no t  been  specifically 
def ined, he expec ts  to spend 
m os t  of his t im e  as counse lor 
and advisor fo r  Black s tudents .

Jones  ho p es  to  be looked 
upo n  as a fel low Black am ong 
the s tudents .  “ I have had  the  
same kinds o f  p rob lem s  and I am 
presently  involved in the  same 
struggle tha t  c o n f ro n ts  t h e m ,” 
Jones  said.

Jones  realizes th a t  it will take 
time to  get to  k n o w  the  s tuden ts  
and to  es tablish r ap po r t  w ith  
them. “ Right now  m y  main  
in teres t is to  listen to the 
s tuden ts  to  find  o u t  where  they 
are and w here  the y  w ould  like to 
g o ,” Jones  said. “ A f te r  get ting 
some perspective o f  the ir  goals, 
then  1 will t r y  to  help them  to 
achieve the ir  goals,” he added.

Jones  does  n o t  like to  be 
classified as a typical ‘religious 
l e a d e r ’ b e c a u s e  it usually 
suggests to o  m an y  trad i t ional  
implica t ions w hich  he th inks

should be do ne  away with. “ I’m 
n o t  a religious leader  per  se ,” 
Jones  explained. “ I’m concerned  
w ith  all types  of  p rob lem s in all 
areas .”  Jones  believes tha t  the  
Black church  has always been a 
great asset and focal po in t  for 
the c o m m u n i ty  bu t  has failed in 
m a n y  instances as an agency of 
change in the  lives o f  Black 
people.

“ We are no t  a t tem p t in g  to 
change the  Church  b u t  the 
C hurch  should  re-evaluate its 
message in light of the Gospel of  
Jesus C hr is t ,”  Jones  explained.  
“ T he  ch u rch  should be involved 
w i th  social and all issues tha t  the 
people  face .”

Jones  th in ks  tha t  the  white  
church  should  re-evaluate its 
message also, “ and b ecom e  
involved in m a t te rs  of justice  
and equa l i ty  for  all p eo p le .” 
Jones  th e n  q u o te d  from the 
boo k  of  Amos. “ . . . Let just ice 
fall do w n  like waters , and 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s  l i k e  a n  
e v e r - f lo w in g  s t r ea m ” (A m os 
5 :24) .  “ A n y  church  m us t  take 
this  m a n d a te  of  the P rophe t  if it 
is ser ious,”  he said.

T o  expla in  this m anda te  
Jones  suggests reading L uke  
4 :18-19.

by Rosevelf Farm er

H d i to r s  n o t e :  F a rm e r  is u 
g ra d u a te  s t u d e n t  in Linguist ics .

“ A Mighty Fort ress  Is Our 
G o d ,”  “ O God O ur  Help in Ages 
P a s t ” , “ The Star  Spangled 
B ann er” , etc. are ju s t  a few of 
t h e  s o - c a l l e d  s t a n d a r d s  
considered  to  be expressive 
music basically o f  the “ o th e r  
e xpress ion” which seem to be 
d isappearing in many Black 
gathering.  W h a t’s replacing it? 
You mean. .. so  you  d o n ’t know ? 
Obviously,  you haven ’t heard 
the  BSM Gospel Choir  lately.

The  BSM Gospeal Choir  is 
doing “ Its th a n g ” in Black 
Gospel Music! How  do I know ? 
Well, let me tu rn  y o u  on to  some 
aspects o f  the living word.

I t  was a warm, st icky, 
beau t ifu l  “ B lack” night last fall, 
w hen  I first heard  the  choir and 
believe y o u  me, the  sounds  tha t  
came f rom  the  10th  f loor of 
J a m e s  s e n t  e x h i l i r a t i o n  
v ibra t ions  o f  the  living w ord of  
o u r  B l a c k  i n h e r i t a n c e  as

By Mary L. Lacewell
S t a f f  Writer

It  is a lmost tha t  time again — 
n om in a t ion s  for the academ y 
awards. The nom inees  for  the  
a w a r d s  wi l l  b e  o f f i c i a l l y  
an n o u n ce d  on  Feb. 12, however ,  
the  academ y has leaked ou t  
clues as to  who the possible 
n om inees  will be. T he  m ajor  clue 
c a m e  w h e n  the  a c a d e m y ’s 
technical branches  revealed the ir  
pre l iminary  se lect ions in eight 
c a t e g o r i e s  ( c i n e m a t o g r a p h y ,  
edit ing, art direc t ion , cos tum es  
and three aspects  of  music) . Ten  
selec tions were made in each of  
these categories o f  w hich  will be 
only  five nom ina tions .

J u d g i n g  f r o m  these 10 
s e l e c t i o n s  i n t h e  va r ious  
categories , a n u m b e r  o f  no ted  
movie  critics have specu la ted  on 
w ho  will be nom in a ted  in the 
m a j o r  c a t e g o r ie s .  If these  
specula t ions  can be believed 
(and 1 th ink  they  can) , Blacks 
will fo r  the  first time play a 
p ro m in e n t  role in the  m ajor  
categories  such as Best Picture , 
Best D irec tor  and  Best Actress.

‘ S o u n d e r ’, t h e  R o b e r t  
R adnitz-Mart in  Ritz s to ry  o f  a 
Black share-cropper  family in 
rural Louis iana a ro u n d  1934 is 
ex p ec td  to be a main  co n ten d e r  
for the  Best P ic ture  n o m in a t io n .  
‘S o u n d e r ’ is one  of  the  few 
Black films on the  m a rke t  today  
tha t  gives a realistic po r t raya l  o f  
the  plight  o f  the Black m a n  in 
America .  ‘S o u n d e r ’ is n o t  only  
adm ired  for its a lm ost  superb  
script (in te rm s  o f  dep ic t ing  
real ity)  b u t  the  p h o to g rap h y  is 
so beau t ifu l  tha t  it possesses a 
dream-l ike qual ity .

T w o  Black actresses. Cicely 
T y so n  starring in ‘S o u n d e r ’ and 
Diana Ross fea tu red  in ‘Lady 
Sings the  Blues’, are speculated 
to  be key prospects  in the Best 
A c t r e s s  nom ina t ions .  Cicely

expressed in gospel.
A s I a p p r o a c h e d  James 

d o rm i to ry ,  the music go t louder, 
h and  clapping becam e more 
rh y th m ic  and my b ro th ee rs  and 
s is te rs  were praising Divine 
Providence  to r  “ not moving the 
moun ta ins ,  but  giving them the 
s t rength  to  c l im b th e m . ” Yes, 
the  choir realize tha t they have a 
long way to go and this they 
welcom e as a challenge.

The choir  has been acclaimed 
as having one  of  the best gospel 
pianists  in these  U-N-l-T-t -D  
States.  If y o u ’ve heard  her 
“ tickle the  88 keys o f  ivo ry ,” 
this you  can a t tes t  is an o th e r  
aspect  o f  the  living soulful-word.  
Miss F rancine  R a n d o lp h  (Miss 
BSM ’72-73)  is t ru ly  a James 
C l e v e l a n d - A r e t h a  F r a n k l i n  
pro tegee  and also an excel lent 
soloist.

This  is a ta lented  group  of 
y o u n g  people . Talen ts  vary 
extensively which makes the 
reper to i re  m ore  appealing.  T hey  
are to o  n u m e rou s  to  m e n t ion  all 
of  th e m ,  bu t  h e re ’s a few: Mona

T y so n  gave a very moving 
p e r f o r m a n c e  as  a l o y a l
s h a r e c r o p p e r ’ s w i f e ,  a n  
unders tand ing  m o th e r  and ,  most 
o f  all, as a Black w o m a n  who 
was in love with  her  Black man. 
O n e  m us t  ad m it  tha t  this
dep ic t ion  on the  screen is a 
rar ity now  days. Diana Ross, 
making her  ac t ing  d e b u t  in 
‘Lady Sings the  B lues’, came 
a c r o s s  l i k e  a v e t e r a n
professional . Her  p o r t r ay a l  of 
the  t r iu m p h a n ts  and  tr ibu la t ions  
of  Billie Holl iday was close to  
perfec t.

B oth  of  these  yo u n g  Black 
a c t r e s s e s  g a v e  s u p e r b  
per fo rm ances  and  I for one  
would  n o t  w ant  to  be on the 
c o m m it te e  tha t  w ould  have to  
e l iminate  one  of  them.

‘S o u n d e r ’s’ w hite  d i rec to r ,  
Martin Rit t,  is m uc h  ta lked 
a b o u t  as a possible n o m in e e  for 
the  Best D irec to r  award . Before  
direc ting  ‘S o u n d e r ’, Mr. R it t  had 
a d is tinguished career  as a m a k e r  
of  socia l ly -concerned  films. This  
movie  could  on ly  have added  to  
his prestige in this area d u e  to  
h i s  e x c e l l e n t  d i r ec t in g  as 
witnessed in the p e r fo rm an c es  of 
the  cast.

O th e r  Black nam es have been 
m e n t i o n e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  
categories. H an d som e  Billy D. 
Williams and com ic  Richard 
Pryor ,  b o th  Black stars in ‘Billie 
H ol l iday’, have been  m e n t io n e d  
as possible no m in ee s  for  Best 
A c to r  in a S u p p o r t in g  Role. 
R ichard  P ry o r ’s bri ll iant co m ed y  
rou t ines  rescued the  p ic tu re  in 
m a n y  o f  its w eak  spots.  Billy D. 
W i l l i a m s ’ p o r t ray a l  o f  the 
c om fo r t in g  and  u n de rs tan d in g  
b o y  f r i e n d  w a s  i n d e e d  
remarkable .

It has  also been  specu la ted  
tha t  Curti s  M ayf ie ld’s ‘S uper  
F ly ’ a lbum will p ick  u p  the 
Oscar  n o m in a t io n  for  the  Best 
Musical Score  in a movie.

S i m m o n s ,  a l t o ,  d o e s  a 
r e ma r k a b l e  in te rp re ta t io n  of 
“ Precious Lord  Take  My H a n d ” : 
Theresa  Whitley, al to , is fea tured  
singing “ He's All You Need to 
('jet B y” assisted by T o n y  
Torain, tenor ,  a new add i t ion  
w h o  presen ts  a challenging “ call 
and response  t e c h n iq u e ” from 
the audience;  Warren Carson,  
t e n o r ,  w h o  e x e m p l i f i e s  a 
m e lod ious  voice singing one  of 
his red i t ion  of  “ Lord  D o n ’t 
Move T his  M o u n ta in ” ; Wallace 
Peppers , w ho  hails f rom Wilson, 
N o r th  Carol ina,  as a bass soloist,  
d e m o n s t r a t e s  his versati lity 
s in g in g  “ Swing Low Sweet 
C h a r io t” ; Cheryl Moore,  kn ow n  
from coast to  coast  as she 
cap t ivates  the  audience  w ith  “ I 
M a d e  a V o w ” and Linda 
Davidson,  a new func t iona l  
m e m ber ,  in her  d eb u t  “ Give Me 
a Clean H ea r t . ”

People w o n d e r  if the  BSM 
C hoir  is a ffec ted  by Zodiac.  It 
seems no m a t te r  w ha t  sign y o u  
are t h e re ’s a place  in the group  
for you .  Y o u r  c o n t r ib u t io n  may 
be “ small” o r  “ large” , the group  
apprecia tes  it and m akes  it 
usable. This  d y n am ic  nucleus is 
a lways seeking for  im p rov em en t ,  
a t t a i n m e n t  o r  ex p er im en t in g  
with  new ideas..

At the  p resen t  time,  the 
fo l lowing offers  are func t iona l :  
Larry  Mixon,  Business Manager; 
L i n d a  D av id so n ,  Treas-Sec. ; 
T o n y  Tora in ,  Program Director;  
a n d  F r a n c i n e  R a n d o l p h ,  
Pianist-Director.

The group  expec ts  its new 
co lorful robes  in ap p ro x im a te ly  
2-3 weeks.  This  is one  of  the 
m a j o r  p r o j e c t s  t h a t  h a s  
material ized. It is h o p ed  tha t  the 
robes  will arrive in time for  the ir  
extensive tou rs  this  spring, the 
Black Arts  Cultura l  Festival and 
the ir  long deserved anniversary  
which is ex p ec te d  to  be one  of 
the ir  biggest ex travaganzas  on 
campus.

Yes, the  BSM Gospel Choir  
has high asp ira t ions  for the 
f u t u r e  and all o f  us are 
p rayerfu l ly  h op ing  b e t te r  things 
to  co m e  in an effor t  tha t  o u r  
B-L-A-C-K C onsciousness will be 
m o m u m e n ta l  and soul-winning. 
C e r t a i n l y ,  no th ing ,  noth ing! 
refreshes o n e ’s m ind  m o re  than  a 
few m in u tes  o f  qu ie t-ref lec t ion ,  
p raye r  and a “ Gospel  S o n g ” as 
expressed by T he  BSM Gospel  
C h o i r .  Finally , Black-Gospel 
Music speaks an  u nspeakab le  
message to  the world  and 
reminds us to  Live On! T h in k  
On! Sing On! Right On!

A s a n te —Kwa Heri

“ Som e Black s tu d e n t s  have 
n o t  d o n e  the ir  h o m e w o r k  and  
seem to  th in k  th a t  the  m il i tan t  
m o v e m e n t  began a c o up le  of  
h ou rs  before  o r  a f te r  th e y  jo ined  
it . . . T h e  heri tage o f  Black 
mil i tancy and  struggle is like a 
relay race. Gabriel Prosser passed 
the  to rch  o n  to  D e n m a rk  Vesey , 
w ho  passed it on  to  F red  
Douglass to  D ubois  and Garvey 
to  R o b eso n  to  Malco lm and  
Martin  and  o n  to  Rap  and  
S to k le y .”

-J o h n  Oliver Killeiis
“ A socie ty  th a t  drives its 
m e m b ers  to  d esp e ra te  so lu t ions  
is a non-viable socie ty . A socie ty  
to  be rep laced .”

-F ra n tz  Fanon

When Y ou  Have Forgotten Sunday: The Love Story

And w h en  y o u  have fo rg o t ten  the  br ight bedc lo thes  
on a W ednesday  and a S a turday ,
And m o s t  especially w hen  y o u  have fo rgo t ten  S u n d a y —
When y o u  have fo rg o t t en  S un d ay  halves in bed.
Or me si tt ing o n  the  f ro n t  ro o m  rad ia to r  in the  l imping af te rnoon .  
Looking o f f  d o w n  the  long st reet 
To now here ,
Hugged by  m y  plain old w rapper  o f  n o -expec ta t ion  
And nothing-I -have-to-do and I’m -happy-w hy?
And if -Monday-never-had- to-come—
When y o u  have fo rg o t ten  th a t ,  I say,
And how  y o u  swore ,  if so m eb o d y  beeped  the  bell,
And h o w  m y h ea r t  played h o psc o tc h  if the  te lep h o ne  rang;
A nd how  we finally w en t  in to  S unday  dinner .
T ha t  is to  say, w en t  across the  f ron t  room  f loor  to  the
ink-spotted  table  in the  sou thw es t  corner
To S unday  d inne r ,  w hich  was always chicken and noodles
Or ch icken  and rice
And salad and  rye bread and tea
And cho co la te  chip  cook ies—
1 say, w h en  y o u  have fo rgo t ten  tha t,
When y o u  have fo rg o t ten  my little p resen t im en t  
T ha t  the  war w o u ld  be over before  th e y  go t  to  y o u ;
And h o w  we finally undressed and w hip p ed  o u t  the 
light and f lowed in to  bed,
And lay loose-l imbed fo r  a m o m e n t  in the  week-end 
Bright bedc lo thes .
T h en  gent ly  fo lded  in to  each o t h e r -  
When y o u  have, I say, fo rg o t t en  all tha t .
T h e n  y o u  m ay  tell.
T h en  I m a y  believe
You have fo rg o t t e n  me well.

G w endolyn Brooks

Black Oscars 

are anticipated


