
Crisis ends after months
By T onya  W id em o n

Ed ito r-in -Ch ie f

S om et im e s  a crisis is just  ti ie thing to 
bring a group together .

Although from mid-July until late 
S ep te m b er  the  BSM had  to function 
w i t h o u t  s t u d e n t  a c t iv i t i e s  f u n d s ,  
activities w e r e  never  stifled. In the  
a f te rnoons ,  the  office a tm o sp h e re  w a s  a 
kind of social cen te r  w h e re  s tu d e n ts  
could drop by, leave no te s  or take ca re  of 
bus iness .

W i th o u t  f u n d s ,  h o w e v e r ,  s o m e  
com m it tee s  had  b een  ham pered .  The 
Cultural Com m ittee had not booked 
ar t is ts  for th e  se m es te r ;  th e re  had been  
no supplies  to print th e  "Weekly Ink" 
a n n o u n c e m e n t  shee ts ;  and  th e  BLACK 
INK n ew sp a p e r  had  not been  published. 
Ironically, the  m ost active body within th e

BStVI during this period w a s  the  Gospel 
Choir—th e  cen te r  of controversy.

The C o n t ro v e rsy  
BSM funds  w ere  officially frozen July 

27, w h e n  S tuden t  Body T reasure r  Mike 
O ’Neal discovered tha t  the  choir w a s  
mainta in ing an accoun t  at North Carolina 
National Bank, t h u s  making the  entire  
organization in violation of t rea su ry  laws 
enac ted  in April. BSM officers a s  well a s  
officers of o ther  o rganizations charged,  
said tha t  O 'Neal never  informed th e m  of 
the  ch a n g e  of t rea su ry  laws.

BSM Chairm an D. Lester Diggs said 
tha t  O'Neal gave him verbal notice about 
the  outs ide accoun t on Ju ly  25. Diggs 
said tha t  th is  w a s  th e  first he  had ever 
heard  about the  choir 's  account.

During th e  first w ee k  of S eptem ber ,  the  
Central Committee, a body of th e  BSM 
sub g ro u p  h ea d s  th a t  m akes  up a

legislative group, began  th e  first of many 
weekly and  em ergency  m eetings  to se t  
s tra teg ies  in coping with th e  C am pus 
Governing Council (CGC) crisis.

The choir had no represen ta tive  on the  
Central Committee, nor had  it received 
studen t governm ent funds  until the  
1 9 7 5 - 7 6  budget year. The ou ts ide  
account w a s  es tab l ished  in 1972. The 
BSM stood firmly on the  a rg u m e n t  tha t  
until th is  year, th e  choir had been  
financially au tonom ous  and  therefore  
had not previously b een  in violation of 
laws.

Betw een  Central Committee meetings,  
o c c u r r e d  f r u s t r a t i n g  a n d  h e a t e d  
investigative confronta t ions with CGC 
and  the  CGC Finance Committee.

On Sept.  15, after a tw o hour debate ,  
m ore  th a n  20  BSM represen ta t ives  w ere  
outraged tha t  again  no action had been
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Monroe, female 
attains top post

by Allen J o h n s o n
Sports Editor

W hen  a Black s tu d e n t  a t ta ins  a 
prom inent posit ion of leadership  at a 
p redom inantly  w h ite  university c h a n c e s  
are  likely tha t  he  h a s  accom plished  a 
first. W hen  tha t  Black s tu d e n t  h a p p e n s  
to be a fem ale  th o se  c h a n c e s  a re  even 
greater .

Androm eda Monroe, a junior political 
sc ience  major from Fayetteville, ga rne red  
m ore th a n  her  s h a re  of firsts, w h e n  sh e  
w a s  appom ted  to  th e  posit ion of s tuden t  
a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  u n d e r  t h e  
adm inis tra tion  of S tuden t  Body P resident 
Bill Bates. M onroe is the  first Black 
w o m an  to hold the  top judiciary position, 
and  th e  h ighes t  ranking Black w o m an  
ever  in S tuden t  G overnm ent.

M onroe noted  tha t  sh e  felt her  
appo in tm en t  w a s  significant in the  s e n s e  
tha t  it "shows tha t  a Black fem ale  can  get 
a high posit ion in S tuden t  G overnm ent ."  
S h e  cited the  fact tha t  th e  office of 
at to rney  general  is th e  h ighes t  appointed  
posit ion and  the  second  h ighes t  posit ion 
in S tuden t  Government.

Although her  posit ion is an  enviable 
one  in te rm s  of prest ige  and  practical 
exper ience  (Monroe in tends  a ca ree r  in 
law), it does  have  certa in  d isadvan tages .  
O ne  draw back  is th e  fact tha t  th e  a t to rney  
g ene ra l  h a s  a cer ta in  am o u n t  of pow er  in 
d e term in ing  a s tu d e n t ' s  fate.

"My f re sh m a n  and  sophom ore  year ."  
s h e  explained, " w h e n  I w a s  a staff 
m em ber  and  actually  got to do c a s e s  (she 
se rved  a s  a court prosecutor) I got to talk 
to materia l w i tn e s s e s  in ca ses ,  talk to 
p rofessors ,  and  m ore  or le ss  plan th e  
ou tl ine  for th e  c a se  and  p re se n t  it in 
court ."

" As a t to rney  genera l  you 're  basically 
a n  adm in is t ra to r .  You talk to the  
d e fe n d a n ts  w h o  have been  a c cu sed  of 
chea t ing  or w hatever ,  and  the  principle 
c h a ra c te r s  w h o  have  been  involved with 
th e  c a s e  and  dec ide  w h e th e r  th e  ca se  will 
go to court or not I s o m e t im e s  w ish  I 
didn 't  have  to bring c h a rg e s  aga ins t

people, but th e  ev idence is th e re  and  I 
can ' t  be blind to the  s ituation ."

Monroe also observed th a t  s tuden t  
court is becoming more legalistic with 
m any  d e fendan ts  hiring professional 
a t torneys to advise th e m  on cases .  "So  
w h a t  happens ,  " s h e  said, "is tha t  w e  
have to be very technical and  legalistic 
which m e a n s  tha t  w e have to do 
everything in the  correct order tha t  the  
instrum ent says.  If w e  don 't ,  w e  could be 
taken to civil court."

"S o m etim es  it s e e m s  a s  if you can  t 
have tha t  personal touch with  th e  
d e f e n d a n t  a n y m o r e ,  " s h e  a d d e d ,  
"because tha t  person  (the defendant)  

might w ind up trying to s u e  you in th e  
long run."

Concerning th e  controversial te n u re  of 
Mike O'Neal a s  s tu d e n t  body trea su re r ,  
Monroe observed tha t  if O 'Neal would 
lessen  his visibility, s tu d e n t  governm ent 
and the  Bates adm inistra tion  could 
probably accomplish more.
" Mike is a nice p e rso n —personally, " sh e  
said, "however he  h a s  th is  s e n s e  of 
com m itm en t to his job w hereby  he feels 
he  can ' t  bend at all to anyone.  I think he 
h a s  a distorted view of w h a t  just ice is."

M o n r o e  a l s o  c r i t i c i z e d  C a m p u s  
Governing Council 's  (CGC) handling of 
th e  f u n d in g  v io lations by s tuden t  
organizations, noting that it is the  only 
major issue  w hich  CGC h a s  taken a s tand  
on, as ide  from "petty  a rgum en ts ,  " and  
that s h e  doubted w h e th e r  CGC had dealt 
with th e  organizations in a "humane 
m a n n e r "

"People w e r e  ignorant of th e  law, and  it 
w a s n ' t  their  fault tha t  they didn't know 
it, " s h e  said

M o n r o e  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  S tuden t  
G overnm ent still h a s  the  ability to initiate 
positive action.

" The executive branch, if it ge ts  itself 
out of th e  cloud tha t  su r rounded  it 
b ec au se  of the  Tar H eel  incident and  the  
Campus L ife  incident, etc., " s h e  said, " it 
could probably do so m e really good 
th ings  But right now the  issue  is still the  
s a m e —Mike O Neal. "

taken by CGC concern ing  unfreezing 
fu n d s .  After  ad journm ent  by CGC 
Speaker Dan Besse, th e  s ta tu s  of BSM 
funds  w a s  left unclear.  Two resolu tions 
had been  p re sen ted  and  defeated: o n e  to 
re lease  BSM general funds  except th e  
c h o i r ' s ,  a n d  ano ther  resolution to 
continue th e  freeze on all funds.  _____

The sa m e  night, Diggs called an  
em ergency  BSM general  body meeting. 
About 5 0  Blacks congregated  in Upendo 
Lounge in C hase  Hall until abou t 2 a.m . to  
organize a  dem onstra t ion  and  expression  
of solidarity and  g r ievances aga in s t  CGC 
actions, and  to  d raw  up a se t  of d em an d s  
to Chancellor Ferebee Taylor.

By w o rd  of mouth, more th a n  2 0 0  
Blacks had  received word tha t  a peaceful 
dem onstra t ion  would take place tha t  
morning. Singing "Lift Every Voice and  
Sing " and  chanting  "Power to the  
People ," s tu d e n ts  m arched  from th e  Pit to 
South  Building.

BSM S p e c ia l  P ro jec ts  Chairman 
George '"Buddy" Ray kept morale up 
during th e  wait with ch a n ts  of "W e ain 't  
goin" no w here ,  no w h e re ,"  and  "W e 
w a n t  t h e  Chancello r ."  BSM choir 
m em b ers  sang  and  poetry w a s  read.

In s ide ,  r e p r e s e n ta t i v e s  p resen ted  
Taylor with d em an d s  for $ 1 2 ,0 0 0  from 
the  Chancellor 's  discretionary funds  and 
for the  formation of a com m ittee  to 
investigate CGC's actions.

Taylor did not honor ei ther  dem and ,  but 
sugges ted  tha t  th e  group take their  
ac tions to  S tuden t Body P res iden t  Bill 
Bates. Dean of S tuden t Affairs Donald 
Boulton, Associate Dean of Special 
P rograms Harold Wallace, and  Assis tan t  
Dean of th e  College of Arts and  S ciences  
H. Bentley Renwick accom panied.

The next day BSM funds  w ere  first 
unfrozen by Bates; they  w ere  frozen and  
u n f r o z e n  a g a i n  by t h e  F in a n c e  
Committee: and frozen again by O'Neal 
and  Finance Committee Chairman Bill 
Strickland.

It s e e m e d  to a lot of s tu d e n ts  in BSM
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A n d ro m e d a  M onroe

Afro-Am survival 
conference meets

by Q ueen ie  M ackey
S ta ff W riter

A ddressed to "The Survival of Black 
Studies, " th e  North Carolina Conference 
on Black Studies  proposed to  c re a te  a 
sta tewide organization to under take  the  
ch a l le n g e  of institutionalizing Black 
Studies.

The organizational m eeting  of the  
confe rence  convened  Oct. 4-5 ,  at  Quail 
Roost Conference Center in Rougemont.

Co-sponsors  of th e  confe rence  w ere  
the  Curriculum in Afro-American S tudies  
a n d  t h e  A f r o - A m e r i c a n  Af f a i r s  
Com m ittee of th e  BSM. Attending the  
confe rence  w e re  so m e 6 0  teachers ,  
directors, and  s tu d e n ts  of Black Studies  
rep resen ting  e lem entary ,  junior high, 
high school and  higher education.

Keynote speaker  w a s  Dr. Russell 
A d a m s ,  C h a i r m a n  A f r o - A m e r ic a n  
S tudies  Department,  Howard University, 
W ashington ,  D C. A dam s spoke on " The 
S ta te  of Black S tud ies  in th e  Nation."

A d a m s  traced  the  Black s tud ies  
m ovem ent from the  se lf-study resea rch  
activities of the  19 th  cen tury  Negro 
convention m ovem ent  to  th e  1 9 6 0 's  
w h en  Black s tu d e n ts  d em an d e d  scholarly 
at tention  to  th e  Black exper ience In the  
interest of m ainta in ing social stability, 
adm inis tra tors  funded Black s tud ies  
programs. In som e in s tan c es  th e se  
program s w ere  te rm  funded and  w ere  
not expected  to be refunded, h en c e  to  be 
phased  out. On the  other  hand, those

p r o g r a m s  w hich  received line-item 
budgeting within th e  university have 
survived. Since th e  rationale for Black 
s tud ies  h a s  ce ased  to be an  explosive 
issue, th e  cha llenge of institutionalizing 
Black s tud ies  is basically a bureaucratic  
o n e —Who? W hat? W hen? How?

Adams said Black s tud ies  is not the  
only discipline to have evolved out of a 
social problem. Other disciplines also 
originated to address  certain needs ,  such  
as  sociology and political science.

Four panelis ts  add ressed  th e m se lv es  
to "The S ta te  of Black S tudies  in North 
Carolina. " Representing  a predominantly  
B l a c k  u n i v e r s i t y .  P r o f .  V a l e r i e  
Edm undson of Fayetteville S ta te  s tre s sed  
the im portance of local history. Clifton 
Collins of th e  Social S tud ies  Division of 
the  North Carolina S ta te  D epartm en t of 
Publ i c  In s truc t ion  raised  q u es t ions  
regarding th e  changing  clientele for Black 
studies, citing th e  f requen t  ab u se  of Black 
s tudies  program s by adm inis tra to rs  w ho  
use  them  a s  a dum ping ground for 
discipline problems.

Dr. Roberta Ann Dunbar, director of 
UNC-CH African s tudies ,  p re se n ted  a 
survey of African S tud ies  program s in 
North Carolina colleges and  universities, 
and  also s t re s sed  th e  im portantce of 
studying African .and Afro-American 
cultural l inkages a s  m anifes ted  in North 
Carolina history. Prof. Ruth Kennedy, 
from th e  NCCU English depar tm en t,  gave 
tentat ive conclusions from a survey 
show ing  how  Black li terature cou rse s  are  
taugh t in North Carolina high schools.


