
Uacklnli Mwch 31,1961

U.S. late with concern
About 20 months j r o , we were not m in d 

fu l of certam happpnintjs in Atlaota It 
d idn  t daw n on  us to th ink  of Black ch ild ren 
there and their status of health But about 20 
rt«)nths ago, someone or some persons 
were th ink ing  about Black ch ild ren in 
Atlanta, and the person or persons must 
have thought that they must be k il led

What a b r i l l ian t idea ' K il l all the Black 
ch ild ren and destrov the Black race in 
America the person or persons must have 

thought
20 months ago, we p robab ly  had no idea 

that one litt le  missing Black ch ild , w ho  was 
found dead weeks later, w o u ld  mean so 
m u (h  to A m e n ta  O f course, one litt le 
Black ( h i id  d idn  t It took the death of over 
10 ch ild ren to get the Atlanta press, then 
A m erua , interested Numbers seem to 
make ,1 d iffe rence, at least when it comes to 
litt le  Black ch ild ren N o w  th«*re are 20 
ch ild ren dead and tw o  missing

About 20 months ago Blar k Americans, 
ai>d otfier A m eruans. across the nation 
(lictn'l know  about what is being called 

I h f  Atlanta Killing> bei auM- the press 
bailed to tell them M any peop le th ink that if 
Ihe i.h iidren were W hite , the press w ou ld  
havi- been right on it But it may be that 
ch ild ren don t matter in Am erica Adults 
role the w o r ld , ch ild ren w i l l  have their turn, 

sonte seem to feel
But ch ild ren  are im portant They are 

jA m e rn a  s future, and America undoub ted 

ly wants to con tinue surviving. The United 
States G overnm ent must have realized this 
to some degree. In its usual way, the federal 
government has tried to m ake-up for 
somebody's w rongdo ing  toward  Blacks. 
Konald Keagan said his k ind words and sent 
some m oney d o w n  to Atlanta o ff ic ia ls  
And, as usual, it was not as m uch as the o f 
fic ia ls  asked for — SI .5 m il l io n  came when 
over tw ice  that am ount is needed.

!>o, Americans have started p itch ing in. 
Groups have started sending money to help 
w ith  expenses invo lved in searching for 
missing ch ild ren and tr ing to figure out who 
k il led  dead ones. O ne such group is our 
ow n Black Student M ovem ent, w h ich  sent 
over S200 to the o ff ic ia ls  recently.

Americans are protesting Ihe murders, 
too M any are wearing green and orange 
ribbons and m arch ing do w n  the streets of 
Atlanta to signify their concern for the 
w ho le  affair. Am erica is now invo lved in 
such a w orthy  cause

If the press had been concerned enough 
about the Black com m un ity ,  the may have 
pul the pieces together a long lim e ago 
Ih e n  Americans w o u ld  not have waited so 
long to becom e concerned and the federal 
government may have acted sooner This 
should be a lesson to the press in other 
cities Ih e  mass m urdering  of Black 
ch ildren cou ld  be happening right under 
their noses
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Ancestral voice! Blacks hurt by policies
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To those of 
my race w h o  d e 
pend on bettering 
Iheir cond it ion  m a 
foreign land or w ho 
uncferestimate the 
im portance of 
cu lt iva ting  - inend lv  
relations w ith  the 
Southern w h ite  
man. w ho  is their 
next-door neighbor.
I w o u ld  say. Cast 
d o w n  your bucket 
where you a re " — 
cast it d o w n  in m ak 
ing friends in ever>

m an l\ wa> of the people o l  a ll races by 
w hom  sve are surrounded

( ast It d o w n  in agriculture mechanics, 
in com m erce, in domestic service, and m 
the professions And in this connection  it is 
we ll to b«-ar in m in d  that whatever other 
Mils the South m ay be ca lled  to bear, when 
It comes to business, pure and simple, it is 
in the South that the Negro is given a man s 
chance in the com m e rc ia l w o r ld , and in 
noth ing IS this exposition m ore eloquent 
than in em phasiz ing this chance O u r 
gIeate^l danger is that in the great leap from

slavery to freedom  we may overlook the 
fact that the masses of us are to live by the 
prt)ductions of ou r hands, and fa il to keep 
in m ind  that we shall propser in p roportion  
as we learn to d ign ify  and g lo r ify  com m on 
labor and put brains and skill in to the c o m 
m on occuaptions of life  . N o race can 
prosper t il l it learns that there is as m uch 
dign ity  in t i l l in g  a f ie ld  as in w r it ing  a poem 
It IS at the bottom  of l ife  we must begin, and 
not at the top N o r should we perm it our 
grievances to overshadow our o p 
portunities "

Booker T W ashington (1B56-1915) was 
born a slave in V irg in ia  A^the age of seven
teen, he enro lled  at H am pton  Institute for 
three years. { m ph as iz ing ’ industria l educa
tion and the acqu is it ion  of manual skills, 
W a 'h in g ton  bu ilt  luskegeP in to  a w orld  
famous institu tion in A labama This exerpt 
is taken from  his Atlanta I xposit ion Address 
Itiven jn  Georgia J iL  1U9S in
he proposed a com prom ise that w o u ld  not 
ask for scKial or po lit ica l equality for the 
Black in return f o r  a pledge that he w o u ld  
be prov ided w ith  industria l tra in ing and the 
opportun iv  to take a place in the econom ic 
developm ent o f the New South He stressed 
that the B la i k must w in  d ign ity  and respect 
b \  self-help and emphasized Black respon
sibilities rather than rights
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Black Americans have been troubled by the budget cuts President-Ifonakt 
proposed for the 1982 fiscal budget, and rightly so, since the cuts are a im e(ha f!i0 cii1 l>pt0 ! 
grams, wh*c h assisted a huge am ount of Blacks.

Before the president's budget cuts take effect.'Congress has to approve his proposal 
O ne step was taken toward that goal when the Senate Budget Com m ittee approved $36.4 
b i l l ion  m federal spending cuts by a 20-0 vote.

1 he com m ittee d id  not approve Reagan's cuts as they were, cutting money in some areas 
and adding in others Keagan wanted $48 6 b il l ion  cuts, but the com m ittee gave him  te*ss.

W elfare, unem ploym ent, food stamp and some Social Security benefits suffered ruts 
w h ile  education, handicapped and nutrition programs for low -lncom e groups, ch ildren 
and pregnant wom en increased

This is one of the m any steps the 1982 budget must go through to meet the approval of 
C.ongress. Considering that the Senate is nnostly Republican, it's interesting to see hov\' the 
senate com m ittee d id  not take Reagan's budget proposal foi- face value But what w i l l  hap
pen in the House of Representatives? W ill the committee there push for less cuts?

Although Democrats are a m ajority  in the House, the proposed budget w i l l  p robabh 
com e out look ing  the same or at least s im ilar as the one that came from  the senate to m m it -  
tee, because the House is conservative, fe w  liberals are left in congress, but they w i l l  not 
have the pu ll they need to make the budget cuts decen t.

And maybe the liberals are t ired of figh ting for the p>oor. unemployed, and handicapped. 
D id  It really do  any good?

Black Americans have got to take a long, hard look at where they were, and where the\ 
^i>/e,now, H a v f  ive.progresied? Axe we aay.better of? This may be the age of reality. M a \b e  

Reagan wants to show us how  things really are for Blacks in America.
We need to be wary o f sugar-coated deals, positions, and people. We need to question 

everyth ing, because in these times, we don 't really know  w h o  our friends are.

Budget cuts harm students
Ronald Reagan has the master plan for America He simply wants all the laz \ bums to go 

to war and the rich to have m ore monev Students cou ld be considered members of the 
former group A lter a ll. m any o f us do not work

We eai. sleep and go to class, hoping to learn enough to get a |ob — someda\ l iu t the 
Republican aa m in is tia lion  wants students to work nov> They must, because they are p ro 
posing that tederal loans, grants and other monies be cut to provide for on ly  the tru l\ 

needy
State and IcKal governments cannot po-.sibl\ boar the burden ol supporting middle-cla^^ 

students or even the students w h o  do not tit the label truK needs bo, we all must grab 

those lobs that are not out there and get to w ork
Vtany of U' have app lied  tor t inanc ia l aid, but are not sure we w i l l  get it M an \ of us 

don I have a pace to sta^ but w e know  that it w i l l  not be on campus and that we don I hav - 

the monev tor an apartment
M an \ ot UN are financ ia lly  dependent on the tederal government lo r out survival So, 

hov\ vs i l l we sur\ ive w ithou t its help-'
V\e vsiii work VNe m a\ have to drop out o l school but we w i i l  work to get some mone'. 

and then drop bat k m
I "!ere ŝ another alternative We f  tn 'e v  o. ■ U’ the cr< ci ■ o' lo.'.'> t>'Tipa''ies, or

banks VNe .a n  borrow m one\ tor cut edu' at o- aod soend the rest ' i our lives paving it 

back
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