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Is the University slack?
Students voice concerns

Faculty recruitment sparks protest
by Linda Conley 

Arts Editor

Fall semester the University o f North  Carolina at Chapel H il l  had a b lack 
enro llm en t of 1,927, which  is 8.8 percent of the student body, the highest in 
the University 's history.

But the recru itm en t o f b lack and wom en facu lty  was not as successful. 
O u t o f a to ta l university fa cu lty  of 1,884, b lack fa cu lty  members to ta l 51 
and wom en fa cu lty  members to ta l 362.

Chancello r Christopher C. Fordham III was d isappointed in the b lack and 
wom en fa cu lty  recru itm ent numbers and expressed his concern to  fa cu lty  

members in a report.
A t the same time, a group o f concerned students began wondering about 

the low  numbers o f wom en and b lack fa cu lty  on the UNC campus, and they 
did some investigating. "W e  did some-checking on the statistics o f blacks 
and wom en fa c u lty ,"  Chuck Hennessee, a concerned senior from  Fayet
tev il le  said. "B u t  few agreed on a so lu tion to  the p rob lem ."

Hennessee said tha t the p roblem  was the fa cu lty  members in the depart
ments were not try ing hard enough to  recru it m inorities. Another one o f the 
concerned students is Synthia Scott, a senior from  Winston-Salem. She 
agrees w ith  Hennessee on-the problem. "The problem  is in the ind iv idua l 
departm ents," Scott said. "They aren't pu tt ing  together enough e ffo r t  or 
looking in the right places fo r  qua lif ied  m inorit ies ."

And the concerned students started marching to  show their disappint- 
ment. M arching  has not been the on ly  action taken by the group. They have 
also w ritten  some letters to  The D a ily  Tar Heel. Hennessee said the Tar Heel 
gave him cred it fo r  the le tter w ritten  on Feb. 9. He however, on ly  w ro te  the 
letter. " I  typed the le tter that's a ll . "  Hennessee said. "There are others tha t 
should get c red it fo r  the letter. W e have some researchers who helped w ith  

the letter.

A ll o f these activ it ies have gotten the students some a tten tion  and sup
port. The Black Caucus has given the students verbal and w ritten  support, 
bu t the Black Caucus members w il l  not partic ipa te  in the demonstrations. 
"This is a student opera tion ," Audreye Johnson, leader o f the Black Caucus, 
said. "W e  have no in ten tion  o f tak ing  over." The caucus does not have the 
tim e to  take part in the campus marches. Johnson said tha t the caucus 
members have work overloads tha t p roh ib it them from  partic ipation.

How does the Black Caucus feel about the students fo rm  o f protest? 
"They are showing the University tha t they are a ffected  by the lack of 
blacks and wom en present at the cam pus," Johnson said. " I t  is im portan t to  
th e m .  T h e i r  p r o t e s t  s h o w  s e n s i t i v i t y  and  r e s p o n s i b l i t y . "

Chancellor Fordham also supports the students, bu t he said tha t the pro
b lem is more than the departments. "Y ou have to  solve the p rob lem  and be 
e ffec t ive ,"  Fordham said. "W e  need to  tra in  graduate students, improve the 
environment, and get salaries com pe tit ive ."  He said tha t the University is 
making some progress, bu t it does take time. " I t  is essential to get 
something done," Fordham said.

Even though the concerned students are getting support, they w an t more 
support. Hennessee said tha t he w ou ld  like to  see fa c u lty  and departm ent 
heads express concern. "W e  need to  get more support and be persistent," 
he said. "W e  also need a fu l l  show o f b lack, w h ite  and wom en students."

Scott said tha t students who d id n 't  w an t to  march cou ld  stil l help the 
cause. "C o  to  your departments, and see how many people are recru ited ," 
she said. "See how many are b lack and w om en."

Hennessee and Scott w il l  be graduating in May, bu t they w ou ld  like to  see 
some progress fo r  the ir efforts. "There are approx im ate ly  50 fa c u lty  posi
tions open," Scott said. " I  w ou ld  like to  see at least ten o f these positions go 
to  wom en and b lacks." Hennessee w ou ld  also like to  see at least ten of 
these positions go to  m inorities.
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Sunday March 27 
4 pm
Union Film Auditorium 
A Union Gallery Commitee Program
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IN CHAPEL HILL!
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Tuesday, April 26 
Soturdoy, April 30 

6 pm. Memorial Hall 
Tickets Union Dox Office 

9 6 7 -U 4 9

DANCE COMPANY

FRANK HOLDER

Dr. Sonja Stone speaks at a recent pro test in f ro n t o f South Building.

Saturday, March 19 
8 pm -  Memorial Hall

Tickets $4 and $6 
Union Box Office 

962-1449
A Carolina Union Presentation


