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UNC black wins pageant honor
by Cheryl Williams 

Feature Editor

For someone who doesn't consider 
herself the com petitive  type, jun ior 
Karan Chavis sure le ft her mark at 
the Miss North CaroMna Pageant, ear
ning the position o f second runner- 
up.

“ I don 't com pete w ith  anybody 
but m yself," Chavis said. " I never 
looked at anybody as a competitor, 
on ly as a friend. If  they can do 
something better tha t I can, 1 don 't 
worry about it. I just do my best."

Chavis, a radio, television and mo
tion pictures m ajor from  Battleboro, 
said being in the pageant has opened 
up many opportun ities fo r her. She 
said tha t since the pageant, she has 
done a great deal o f traveling and 
entertaining in North Carolina. She 
has also received offers to  sing in 
A tlan ta  and Washington, D C. Re
cently she visited Johnson Publishing 
Company in Chicago and had a 
make-up and photography session.

Chavis said tha t as second runner- 
up, she received a scholarship, an 
assortment o f lingerie, flowers, a 
silver tray among other items.

A lthough she is pleased w ith  her 
success in the pageant, Chavis said 
her life  has now become more com 
plicated.

" I 've  been doing a lo t more than I 
norm a lly ," she said. " I don 't have 
much tim e to  rest. I sometimes go 48 
hours w ithou t sleep."

Chavis said tha t watching her tw o 
o lder sisters enter and w in pageants 
com pelled her to  start entering them 
also. " I  wanted to  fo llo w  in my sisters 
footsteps," she said. " I  saw them w ith  
the gowns and g litte r and I wanted it 
too ."

W ell, she has had her share o f the 
glory. In 1981 she won the t it le  o f

Miss North Carolina Sweetheart. 
W inning this t it le  enabled her to 
compete in the American Royal 
Pageant in Kansas City, where she 
won the t it le  o f Princess.

In 1981 she won the tit le  o f Miss 
OIC in Rocky M ount, N.C. She also 
entered the Miss Rocky M oun t 
Pageant and won firs t runner-up. 
Because she did not win the t it le  o f 
Miss Rocky M ount, the Rocky M oun t 
jaycees and a judge in the pageant 
encouraged Chavis to  enter another 
pageant. She did and won the t it le  o f 
Miss Greater Greensboro 1983. W in 
ning this t it le  enabled her to  compete 
fo r the Miss North Carolina title .

But despite all the g lam our and 
glory she has encountered, Chavis 

■ manages to  not let it go to  her head. 
She says tha t her parents are her 
stablizer. They are the ones tha t keep 
things in perspective fo r her. Chavis 
said she is grateful to  both her 
parents and her friends fo r the ir sup
port.

Since she is a student, Chavis has 
to  juggle her schedule to  f i t  in aca
demics, enterta inm ent engagements, 
hobbies and a social life. Chavis 
however has her own fo rm u la  fo r set
ting priorities in her life.

"M y  fo rm u la  is to  see what 1 need 
to  do, w hat I w ant to  do  and what 
others w ant me to  do ," she said. 
"A nd  I do things in tha t order."

She said tha t right now she is 
stressing academics. "Academ ics are 
im portant to  me because they are im
portant to  my parents and my parents 
are paying fo r my education," she 
said,

Chavis does have tim e to  relax. 
When she relaxes, she either pursues 
her hobbies: m o to rcyc le  rid ing.

"W e  w ill still have our own Caro
lina style, bu t it w on 't be so much o f 
the dancing type o f style you have 
seen in the past," she said.

According to  Belvet the reason fo r 
so many fresh ideas is because the 
squad is basically a young squad. 
O u t o f 16 members, 10 have never 
cheered at Carolina before.

As one o f fo u r Black cheerleaders 
on this squad, Belvet believes that 
this squad w ill have a positive e ffec t 
on other b lack students interested in 
try ing o u t fo r next year.

"This year's squad has three blacks 
who have never cheered at Carolina.
I hope this encourages other blacks 
to  try  o u t,"  she said.

Belvet urges the blacks who tried 
o u t this year and d id not make it not 
to  be discouraged and to  try  again 
next year. " I f  you really w ant to  be a 
cheerleader you have to  know w ith in  
yourself that's w hat you w ant and

this belie f in yourself w il l come 
across to  the judges."

Belvet cited the support o f the 
b lack specta tors a t tryou ts  as 
positive reinforcement. " I  fe lt  that 
those students were there to  insure 
tha t all students were judged fairly, 
and to  show their support fo r the 
black tryouts. It  also showed the 
judges and other spectators that 
b lack students were interested in the 
w h o l e  C a r o l i n a  c h e e r l e a d i n g  
system."

Though cheerleading is a very tim e 
consuming activ ity , Belvet makes 
tim e fo r o ther campus activ ities also. 
A jun ior com puter science m ajor 
from  Fayetteville, she is a member o f 
A lpha Kappa Alpha sorority and a 
m inority  advisor. She enjoys all 
sports bu t describes cheerleading as 
her " l i fe b lo o d ."  To W o lita  Belvet, 
becoming a Carolina cheerleader has 
been "a  dream come true ."

boating, w ater skiing, cooking and 
sculpting or being w ith  her friends or 
her fam ily . She said tha t an ideal is a 
camping tr ip  to  the mountains or an 
evening ou t on the town w ith  her 
boyfriend.

Chavis also finds tim e fo r other ac
tivities. This year because o f her 
desire to  improve her dancing skills, 
she w ill work w ith  a ballroom  class 
and a dance organization, Formation 
Dance Team. She is also involved 
w ith  the Am erican Red Cross. This is 
her eighth year w ith  the Red Cross. 
She is also a member o f the Red 
Cross National Advisory Council on 
Youth.

Understandably, Chavis considers 
herself an all around person. "O n  the

whole, I'm carefree," she said. " I 
don 't let many things upset me. I like 
cu tting  up w ith  my friends."

Chavis knows w ho she is and she 
also knows the hard work that goes 
a long w ith  getting w hat she wants. 
W ith  this in m ind she plans an o p ti
m istic future. In her fu tu re  Chavis 
forsees a lit t le  m odeling and singing. 
But she says her u lt im ate  goal is to  
fo llo w  up her academic m ajor and 
produce m otion  pictures and do 
some acting.

Chavis has yet another goal — to 
partic ipate  in the Miss Am erica 
Pageant. She said tha t in order to  do 
this she w ou ld  have to  re-enter the 
Miss N orth  Carolina Pageant or enter 
some other state pageant.

Karen Chavis


