
Sept. 22,1983 Black Ihk PajgeT

AMPUS •  CAMPUS •  CAMPUS •  CAMPUS •

UNC reading program 
may improve skills

by Dawn Reavis 
Staff Writer

Does reading seem to take up all 
your study time? Are your whizzing 
through chapters only to  find that 
you are not comprehending the 
main thoughts? If the answer is yes, 
then the UNC reading program can 
help.

The purpose o f the reading pro
gram is to  help interested students 
as well as facu lty  members increase 
their reading and study skills. The 
program is located on the second 
f loo r o f Phillips Annex where trained 
instructors are w ill ing  to  design in
d iv idua lized course of study. Once 
enrolled, students can begin improv
ing a variety of study skills such as: 
reading speed, reading comprehen
sion, study techniques, vocabulary 
ar(d test taking skills.

"The reading program can also 
p repare  s tudents  fo r  g radua te  
school entrance exams," said M im i 
Keever, assistant d irector of the pro
gram. "Some students like to  come 
in expecting help three weeks before 
the exams," she said. "However, fo r 
best results students should come in 
three months before taking the en
trance exam," states Keever.

The program serves close to 1,300 
students per year and m inority  stu
dents make up 33 percent o f the 
enrollment.

The reading program is needed by 
more m inority  students, however, 
many m inority  students are deter
red. "The reading program is falsely 
known as a remedial program," 
states Howard Woodard, instuctor 
of the reading program. The pro
gram serves people of all academic 
levels inc lud ing  professors and 
Rhode Scholars.

"The best e ffic ien t speed fo r do
ing well at the university is 325 
words per m inute," said Henry 
Powell, d irector of the reading pro
gram. Studies show that you need 
to read between 325-350 words per 
m inute to do well on most graduate 
entrance exams.

The rea d ing  room  is open  
Monday-Thursday from  8 a.m.-8 
p.m. and Friday from  8 a.m.-4 p.m. A 
small fee of $10.00 is charged fo r 
enrolled students and $25.00 for 
staff members. The fee is payable at 
the time of registration and covers 
enro llm ent for a fu ll calendar year. 
A ll proceeds go toward part o f the 
operating costs. For more in form a
tion on the reading program, con
tact the O ffice  o f the Reading Pro
gram 962-3782. ■

JAMES BALDWIN
will deliver the 1983-84 

Martin Luther King 
Memorial Lecture

Wednesday, Sept. 28,1983 
In Memorial Hall at 8 pm

Public reception follows 
At the Carolina inn

Sponsored by the Chancellor’s Committee on Established Lectures.

Test score for blacks 
nears white score level

David Williamson 
University News Bureau

Black ch ild ren  in the United 
States continue  to  close the gap be
tw e e n  sco res  th e y  m a ke  on 
standardized achievem ent tests and 
scores made by w h ite  ch ild ren, ac
cord ing to  a study released M onday.

The study, presented at the an
nual m eeting o f the Am erican 
P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  in 
Anaheim, Calif., shows consistent 
drops in the average score d if 
ferences between blacks and whites 
in both  verbal and m athem atics 
skills.

Tests showing how young blacks 
had im proved at ages 9, 13, 17, 18 
and 22 inc lude Nationa l Assessment 
o f Educational Progress (NAEP) ex
ams, the Scholastic A p p t itu d e  Test 
(SAT) and the G raduate Record Ex
am (GRE).

D r.  L y l e  J o n e s ,  A l u m n i  
D i s t i n g u i s h e d  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
psychology at the Univers ity  o f 
N orth  Carolina at Chapel H il l, con
ducted the study.

In subjects where w h ite  ch ild ren 
have im proved, b lack ch ild ren  have 
im proved more, Jones said in an in
terview. In subjects where achieve
m ent scores fo r  whites have dec lin 
ed, scores fo r  b lack ch ild ren  have 
declined less.

"The consistency o f these trends 
in Nationa l Assessment o f Educa
tiona l Progress exams, w h ich  are 
given to  ch ilren at ages 9 ,13 , and 17, 
suggests tha t a fu rthe r reduction  in 
the b lack-white  average d ifferences 
fo r  these test scores w il l  be seen in 
the fu tu re ,"  he said.

"As an example, m any b lack 
students born in 1965 w il l  take the 
SAT this year. They should do better 
on the tests, re la tive  to  whites, than 
b l ack  s tuden ts  d id  p re v io u s ly , 
because they have done be tte r on 
Nationa l Assessment tests at earlier 
ages."

Figures showing the b lack im
p rovem ent vary, depending on the 
tests, the subjects and the age o f the 
students, Jones said. As a result, i t  is 
not possible to  give a s im ple  percen
tage dep ic t ing  b lack gains, bu t in 
some cases score d ifferences have 
been cu t in half.

Blacks born in 1953, fo r  example, 
scored 20 percent few er co rrec t 
answers than whites on the verbal 
skills section o f the NAEP exams, he 
said. Black ch ild ren  born in 1970, 
however, scored on ly  10 percent 
fewer co rrect answers than whites 
on tha t section o f the test.

" A t  ages 9 and 13, w h ite  ch ild ren 
perform ed in 1982 neither better nor 
worse than in 1973 on m athem atics 
exercise, w h ile  b lack ch ild ren  per
fo rm ed w ith  more than 5 percent 
more co rrect answers in 1982," the 
psychologist said.

" A t  age 17, bo th  w h ite  and b lack 
students perform ed more poo rly  in 
1982, whites by 3 percent and blacks 
by 1 percent, y ie ld ing  a 2 percent 
decline in the w hite -b lack  average 
d if fe rence ."

W hat has caused the narrow ing 
gap between average achievem ent 
levels o f the races remains unclear, 
Jones said.

Am ong the facts tha t have been 
suggested are e d u c a t io n a l and 
social programs such as Pro ject 
Head Start and the E lementary and 
Secondary Education A c t o f 1965. 
Others inc lude the long-term e ffects  
of school desgregation, a ff irm a tive  
action  programs, im proved career 
opportun ities  fo r  m any b lacks and 
the ch ild ren 's te lev is ion program 
Sesame Street.

"W h ile  recent progress in average 
a c h i e v e m e n t  l eve l s  o f  b l a c k  
students has been d ram atic , we 
should no t lose sight o f the co n tin u 
ing large average ach ievem ent d if 
ferences between w h ite  and b lack 
ch ild ren ,"  he said.

To  be tte r understand w hy those 
d ifferences persist, the UNC-CH 
scientist undertook  a study o f fac 
tors a ffec ting  why b lack high school 
student do no t do  as w e ll as w h ite  
high school s tudents on m ath  
achievem ent tests.

Dr. Nancy Burton, now w ith  
E duca tiona l Testing  Service in 
Princeton, N.J., and graduate stu
den t Ernest D avenport helped w ith  
the study, w h ich  looked  a t a special 
N ationa l Assessment exam given 
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