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Short breaks and travel expenses 
keep international students here

by Darlene Campbell 
Staff Writer

Where do  you go and w ha t do,you 
do when you are pursuing an educa
t ion  fa r from  home in a fore ign 
coun try  and the university a t which 
you are studying a llows a holiday 
break? W ha t are your feelings 
tow ard  being so fa r fro m  home? Do 
ho liday ce lebrations in Am erica 
con fo rm  to  those in your country? 
These are just a few  o f  the questions 
asked to  many in terna tiona l stu
dents at UNC w h ile  inquiring  about 
the ir  ho liday plans fo r  Thanksgiving 
and Christmas break.

There are 382 in terna tiona l stu
dents studying at UNC, as approx
imated by the In ternationa l Center. 
M os t o f the in terna tiona l students 
chose to  remain at UNC over ho li
day breaks due to  the short spanned 
breaks and the high trave lling  ex
penses. Siyomana Stanislai, a grad
ua te  s tu d e n t w hose m a jo r  is 
geology, plans to  remain on campus 
over Thanksgiving break. He plans 
also to  remain on campus during the 
Christmas holiday. Stanisla is from  
Borundi, a small coun try  located in 
centra l East A frica. " I t 's  hard to  be 
away from  my fa m ily ,"  stated 
Stanisla. " I  jus t go home over the 
summer — it  is a small w or ld ."  
When asked whether he w ou ld  rest 
or study over the ho liday breaks, 
Stanisla responded puzz ling ly  "h ow

can a graduate student in a geology 
rest?"

John Binnie, a jun io r  m ajoring in 
Accoun ting  is one o f the few  inter
national students who le f t  the 
Chapel H il l area during  a holiday 
break. A lthough  Binnie is spending 
his Thanksgiving break in the United 
States (Atlanta, Georgia), he plans to  
go home, Yorkshire, England, fo r 
Christmas. "A  plane tr ip  to  Yorkshire 
w ou ld  require at least tw enty-four 
hours" said Binnie, " tha t 's  why I can 
on ly  go home when breaks are 
longer."

Unlike  Binnie, Fred N dobo li plans 
to  remain in the U.S. fo r  all fo r th 
com ing holiday breaks. " I 'm  just go
ing to  stay around the area over the 
ho lidays," said N dobo li, a graduate 
student in Public Health from  Ugan
da; East A frica. Being in the U.S. fo r 
o n ly  tw o  months, Ndobo li did not 
understand Thanksgiving, when in
quired abou t it. When asked his fee l
ings toward being so fa r away from 
home, N dobo li replied, " I  w ou ld  
feel better at home, bu t I d on 't  feel 
bad because I have an ob jec t ive ."

From Bom bay, Ind ia , Sunile  
Parikh, another in terna tional stu
dent, is doing his graduate studies in 
Business. Parikh, like most, is spend
ing his Thanksgiving break at UNC, 
however, his present plan fo r  the 
Christmas holiday includes touring  
parts o f  the U.S. Parikh, w ho  has 
been in Am erica since July 1982,
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said that he de fin ite ly  missed home 
but tha t he had realized tha t he 
w ou ld  before he left. Parikh went on 
to  con trast the ce lebra tion  of 
Christmas in his country  to  that in 
America. "Christmas is not a big 
festival in India," he said. " I t  is a 
holiday, bu t in the m a jor ity  o f the 
country, it is not considered a 
religious festival. This is because of 
the very small popula tion  o f Chris
tians in the country. M ost people do 
not know o f  Christmas, except those 
in m ajor cities, bu t there is a festival 
sim ilar to  Christmas signifying the 
b irth  o f Lord Krishna o f the Hindu 
re lig ion."

W ith  b rie f breaks being one o f the 
problems constrain ing international 
students from  vis it ing home, high 
trave lling  expenses are more dom i

nant. The fare fo r  a round-trip  to 
Borundi w ou ld  cost Stanisla approx
im a te ly  th ree -thousand  do lla rs . 
Ndobo li estimated his expense to  go 
home at approx im ate ly  fou r thou
sand dollars.

A lthough b rie f breaks and high 
travel expenses constrain interna
tional students from  returning to 
the ir home countries fo r  holiday 
breaks, most o f them feel tha t the 
pursuance o f the ir education  in the 
U.S. is w ell w orth  the ir tedious ab
sences at home. " I  d e f in ite ly  do miss 
home, bu t 1 realized tha t before I 
le f t ,"  repeated Parikh. " I 'm  having a 
super tim e in Chapel H il l. There are 
many fr ien d ly  people, an excellent 
school, good teachers, and 'lo ts ' of 
w o rk "  he c o n c lu d e d .®

Acting affirmative 
action officer appointed

CHAPEL HILL -  Haro ld  Wallace, 
vice chance llor fo r  university a f
fairs, has been named acting  a f f ir 
mative ac t ion 'o ff ice r  fo r  the Univer
sity of N orth  Carolina at Chapel H ill, 
Chancellor Christopher C. Fordham 
III has announced.

W allace  was named to  the posi
t ion  to  replace Benjamin E. Rawlins 
as acting a ff irm a tive  action o ff ice r  
a fter Rawlins resigned to  become 
assistant to  the chance llo r o f N.C. 
A&T State University.

A member o f the University 's ad
m in is tra tion  since 1973, W allace  
became vice chance llor in 1980. He 
is responsible fo r  the o ffices o f the 
registrar, s tuden t f in a n c ia l aid, 
records and registration, institu 
t iona l research and undergraduate 
admissions. He also assists the 
c h a n c e l lo r  in e n h a n c in g  th e  
presence and experience o f m inority

students and staff.
A South Carolina native, he 

graduated from  C la flin  College in 
Orangeburg, S.C., and he holds a 
master o f d iv in ity  degree from  Duke 
University.

Fordham said W a llace  would 
serve as acting a ff irm a tive  action o f
f ice r until a new a ff irm a tive  action 
o f f ic e r  is appointed and availab le to 
take over the post. A search com m it
tee has been considering candidates 
fo r  the position.

"W e , o f  course, reg re t Mr. 
Rawlins' departure, thank him for 
his many good services to  the 
University and wish him and his 
fa m ily  continued success and hap
piness fo r  his willingness to  assume 
this added responsib ility  fo r  w ha t 1 
hope w il l  be a sharply l im ited  period 
o f t im e ."  ■
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