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What You Think
Do you th ink  prayer should be a llowed in pub lic  school?

Duane Yarborough, SophomofC, Medical Technology 
Major, Louisburg, N.C.

"1 think prayer should be permitted in schools. The 
stipulations involved include not having organized 
prayer, but silent prayer. I th ink a constitutional amend­
ment is necessary for those who want to  participate 
w ithou t having stipulations or prosecutions brought 
against them."

Janet Spellman, Sophomore, Business Major, New Bern, 
N.C.

“ I th ink prayer in schools would be nice to  have. A 
constitu tional amendment is necessary. W ithou t the 
amendment people would still bring up issues about 
prayer, but w ith  it, prayer w ou ld  be more secure. 
Teachers w ou ldn 't feel that they're doing something 
wrong."

Bill Sheppard, Senior, Psychology Major, Jacksonville, 
N.C.

" I don 't th ink a constitutional amendment is 
necessary because it is infringing upon people's rights. 
Children go to school fo r an education and should not 
be ostracized if they do not choose to  pray."

Rebecca Mabe, Sophomore, Business Major, Raleigh, 
N.C.

"A  constitutional amendment is unnecessary. Each in­
dividual should be left to  do w hat they want to do as far 
as the manner in which they wish to pray. Prayer should 
not be mandatory, but it should be allowed. A constitu­
tional amendment doesn't go along w ith  separation o f 
church and state. It w ould  instead mix the two, which 
goes against the constitution as it now stands."

Maurice Foushee, Senior, Political Science Major, 
Washington, D.C.

"A  constitutional amendment is not necessary. A 
silent m oment o f meditation in schools m ight be accep­
table. A constitutional amendment is not necessary for 
that. There are various religions represented in some 
schools and students may feel that they are being le ft 
ou t o f an activ ity  if they do not pray. Teachers are not 
there to  teach religion. That is done in parochial schools. 
W hat do you do about teachers who aren't Christians?"

Gwendolyn Hailey, Senior, Political Science Major, 
Greensboro, N.C.

"I feel that a constitu tional amendment to  enforce 
school prayer is unnecessary. As it stands, an individual 
already has the right to  pray privately in schools or 
wherever else he or she chooses. It has very dangerous 
implications when government intervention in other 
areas o f private life."

Beverly Farrow, Freshman, Industrial Relations Major, 

Red Springs, N.C.

" I don 't feel that a constitutional amendment is 
necessary. The issue should be taken to  students fo r a 
vote for their opinions because they know they what 
they want. This is America, and I feel that things should 
not be pressed upon people. People should not have to 

pray if they don 't want to."
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Rebecca M abe

In Perspective
Finally, the m om ent we have all 

been w aiting  fo r  — the end o f the 
semester. Some o f us plan to  work 
w hile  others o f us plan to  attend 
summer school. A few  intend to  tour 
places such as the bahamas and 
Mexico, w hile  others w ill be lucky  to  
see anyplace bu t Sm urfv ille , North 
Carolina.

Regardless o f w ha t we plan to  do 
this summer, we should all hope to  
make the best o f it. One w ay to  have 
a really m em orab le  summer is to  
spend it by getting closer to  fa m ily  
members. Particu larly  the elderly. It 
is s u rp r is in g  to  re a l iz e  how  
strenghtening such relationships can 
help you deve lop a deeper apprecia­
tion  fo r  your fa m ily  and cu ltu ra l 
history.

Enhancing our fa m ily  ties is v ita l 
during  these times in w hich  the fam i­
ly seems to  be d is in tegra ting and 
losing im portance in a m ateria lis tic  
society.

I o ften  reminisce over the summer 
before my freshman year. I stayed 
w ith  my grandparents th roughou t 
July and d id everyth ing tha t a l it t le  
coun try  girl cou ld  ever th ink  of.

Starting o f f  the day at 6 am, I 
w ou ld  help my grandfather paint, 
bu ild  cabinets, and lay countertops. 
Some days we w ou ld  go ou t in the 
coun try  and p ick beans, peas and 
relax a t the end o f the day w ith  a 
nice co ld  waterm elon.

The most peaceful times were 
spent p ick ing  blueberries in the 
m idst o f the dark and co ld  leaves o f

the vines and chasing ye llow  birds 
tha t ate the berries. That summer 
my grandfather even to ld  me "H o w  
to  make a n igger." W h ich  inc iden ta l­
ly is a recipe th a t you w il l  no t f ind  in 
Betty Crocker's cookbook.

O ver all the summer was spent 
jus t getting closer to  my grand­
parents and thank ing  them fo r  all 
th a t they had done fo r  me. 1 shared 
m y dreams and hopes fo r  the fu tu re  
w ith  them.

M y grandparents o ften  to ld  me o f 
how they had to  struggle jus t to  
keep the fa m ily  fed, and o f the 
racial injustices tha t they endured. 
Learning o f a past tha t I never had 
to  live gave me greater apprecia tion 
o f my grandparents and our co lle c ­
tive  h istory as a b lack people.

I believe tha t it is pa rticu la r ly  im ­
p o r ta n t fo r  b lack  s tudents a t 
Carolina to  strengthen the ir hold on 
their past. The inner power and 
courage tha t comes from  our fa m ily  
ties serve as a s tab iliz ing  fo rce  in 
our lives. In a w orld  such as ours, it 
is easy to  have your sense o f self 
s h a tte red  by the  rasc is t and 
dehum anizing aspects o f our w orld .

O ur fam ilies can be a va luab le  
life line  th a t w il l  hold our heads 
above the high waters as we a ttem p t 
to  p rogress  and to  m o b i l iz e  
ourselves.

O ur genenation o f blacks have 
great potentia l. Yet this po ten tia l is 
like sand in the w ind unless we know 
where we have been, w ho we are, 
and where we are going.
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