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Sports
James Thompson: 
UNC’s unsung hero
by CHARLES MILLS
Sports Editor

Say the nam es “ H u l k , "  or

■ 'H e - M a n ”  a round  a Tarheel football tan 

and  they are  all sy n on ym ous  with one 

guy, Ja m e s  T h o m p so n .  T h o m p so n ,  a 

j u n i o r  f r o m  L u m b e r t o n ,  has  b e e n  

C a ro l in a ’s start ing  fullback for  the past 

tw o seasons.  He said the reason he chose 

U N C  is because  it is close to home.

“ I ’ve a lw ays  been a hom eboy ,  a sort 

o f  a m o th e r ’s boy ,  and  N orth  C aro l ina  is 

the best school in the s ta te ’’ , said 

T h om pson .

At 5 ’11, 230  lbs.,  T ho m p so n  has an 

ex trem ely  pow erful ly  buil t and aw e in 

spiring physique. T hom pson  said, " W h e n  

I was small ,  my g ran d m o th e r  used to 

a lw ays  tell me that if 1 eat  my vegetables ,  

I w ould  g ro w  up to be big and s t ro n g . ’ ’ 

With som e weight training and his g rand 

m o th e r ’s advice ,  T hom pson  has sure 

g ro w n  up to be big and s trong.

T ho m p so n  said his most m e m orab le  

m o m en t as a football p layer  w as his first 

col legiate  gam e  last season, s tepping ou t 

in front o f  the fans at K enan  S tadium 

against the Citadel.  But the gam e  T arhee l 

fans rem em ber  most is the N C  State gam e

M agic M ichael
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2  In w hat w as  b il led  as the reun ion  o f  

• s o m e  o f  N orth  C aro l in a ’s finest roundball 

J t a l e n t ,  D e a n ’s D o m e  p layed host to the 

# N B A ’s C h i c a g o  B u l l s  a n d  D a l l a s  

j M a v e r i c k s  O c to b e r  24 in w hat la rgely 

© am ounted  (with a few exceptions) to an 

• in t e r s q u a d  s c r im m ag e  b efore  a public au- 

J d i e n c e .  T h e  o v e r  13,000 paid on looke rs  

• w i tn e s s e s  poor pass ing, shoddy shooting, 

J a n d  generally  sluggish play as the two pro 

• c o m b a ta n t s  w orked  out the kinks f rom  an 

J a s s u r e d l y  restful off -season  — and  the 

* f a n s  loved  every  m inute  o f  it.

J  H o w e v e r ,  the tw o and  a ha l f  hou r  

© event w as  not w ithout its m om en ts  o f  

• b r i l l i a n c e  and  sheer  enterta inment.  Seem - 

J i n g l y ,  every  t im e  the 6 ’6 ”  tongue- 

• w a g g in g  phenom enon hailing from W ilm- 

J i n g t o n ,  N C  laid hands  on  the basketball ,  

• h o r d e s  o f  Jo rdan esq u e  ten y ea r  old boys  

J w o u l d  rise  to the ir  N ike-laden  feet an- 

• t i c ip a t in g  som e  m on u m en to u s  d unk  f rom  

* M a g ic  M ichael.  Su re  enough ,  nu m b e r  23 

®did not d isap po in t  as he p ou red  in 36. In 

• p a r t i c u l a r ,  with 49  ticks o f  the c lock  re- 

J m a i n i n g  in the  final stanza , the renow ned  

• P r i n c e  o f  M id a ir  sh ow ed  w hy  he is the 

J n B A ’s re ign ing  dunk  m aster ,  as he b roke  

• a w a y  fo rm  the pack  and  d isp roved  

j N e w t o n ’s L aw  o f  Universal  Gravit itation.

•  A fter  the gam e, w hen  asked what his most

•  m em orab le  part o f  the ju s t  concluded con- 

# t e s t  w as ,  Jo rd a n  rep l ied  succinctly ,  

• ■ ‘F o r ty -e igh t  m inu tes  is my favorite

•  p a r t .”
•  A n  in jured  S am  P erk ins  s tum bled  

J t h r o u g h  m os t  o f  the gam e. His play

•  throughout the 12 4 -1 11 loss was in- 

Jd ic a t iv e  of  the type of  game his Mavericks

•  p layed  for  m uc h  o f  the  even ing .  T h e  

J  M av e r ick  cen te r  reco rded  a m e re  four

•  points in 25 total minutes of  hoop action, 

• i n d e e d ,  there was a vicious rum or going 
J a r o u n d  that the former All-American was

•  even  in the bu ild ing  that night. T o  his 

J c r e d i t ,  though ,  had  the gam e  not been

m I

played in the fr iendly  confines  o f  C hape l  

Hill , Perkins might not have played at all.

H is  team  m ate  A1 W o o d ,  a p rodu c t  

o f  U N C ’s C lass  o f  1981, w as ou t fo r  the 

durat ion  o f  the gam e. It had been reported 

earl ier  that W ood  had injured his shoulder 

but a D allas p ress  re lease  related his 

noticeable  absence  to an eye  injury sus 

ta ined against  these sam e Bulls in a 

p rev ious  gam e.

In the gam e  itself, defense  dic tated 

the tem po  as m ight have  been p red ic ted  

in any p re-season  m a tchup .  A t first both 

squads app ea red  a tad slow o f f  the m ark .  

T h e  opening period w as highlighted by the 

M a v e r ic k ’s S teve A lfo rd  w ho  hit a  th ree  

po in t bo m b  with no th ing  bu t  goose  eggs 

rem ain ing  to g ive  his team  the trey 

advantage .
C h icag o  chang ed  gam e  plans by in

te rm iss ion .  T h e  B u ll s ’ highly tou ted  in 

side gam e  w as mostly  ineffective w ith the 

exception  o f  nine y ea r  v e teran  D ave  C or-  

z ine  w h o  had f lashes o f  b ri l l iance  inside 

the light blue paint.  C h icago  seem ed  

frustrated in trying to w ork  to the big boys 

and  thus al tered  the c o n te s t ’s ag en da  by 

the  outs ide  “ J ”  to supplem ent .

By the end  o f  the th ird the reg roup ed  

C h icago  franchise executed  well  and  p ro 

ved  that they w ere  the be t te r  te am  on  the 

f loo r  that night. W ith  gua rds  Jo rd an  and  

Joh n  P axson  co m bin ing  for  28 th i rd  

p e r iod  points,  the “ W  seem ed  im m i

nent. D allas  fell e ight poin ts b ack  and 

n ev er  rega ined  consciousness .

T h e  reunion g am e ,  th ough  no t o f  the  

tex tbook  quality  for w h ich  the N B A  is 

fam o us ,  satisfied m any  a t icket ho lde r  as 

they w e re  a f fo rded  the oppor tun ity  to see 

the ir  favor ite  T a rh ee l  a lu m s sh o w case  

the ir  ta lent. A f te r  all, tha t p robab ly  is the 

reason  for  schedul ing  o f  such  a  gam e  in 

such a  location. Said  Jo rdan ,  “ I t ’s a lways 

great  to  co m e  back  and  play at N or th  

C a r o l in a . ”

W h o  w ou ld  d isagree?

Ralph Phifer #52, James Thompson #40. (Photo by Scott Jones)

on O c to b e r  17th. In that g am e ,  T h o m p 

son b lasted his w ay to a c a re e r  high 94 

yards  rush ing ,  insuring  C a ro l in a ’s 17-14 

v ic to ry .  I ro n ic a l ly ,  T h o m p s o n  w as  

p rep a red  to play ta ilback in that gam e  

because  the H eels  w ere  suffer ing  with a 

j^ sh  o f  injuries at ta ilback. H e  said he 

w ou ld  give the ta i lback posi t ion  a try 

because he could carry  the ball m ore ,  have  

people blocking for him, and jus t  get a  dif 

ferent v iew poin t o f  the gam e .  T h o m p so n  

said o f  playing tailback, ■ ' I t ’s the g lam our  

p o s i t io n .”

But,  fo r  every  g la m o u r  boy on a

team, there a re  5 o r  6 o ther  p layers on the 

field m ak ing  h im  look good .  T h e  fullback 

is one  o f  these p layers .  T h o m p s o n  said 

playing fu llback m eans  one  has to be  able 

to b lock  guys  w ho  are  o f ten t im es  b ig g e r  

and  som etim es  ta s te r  than  you  a re .  A nd  

som etim es ,  p lay ing  fu l lback  m e an s  w in 

d ing  up on  yo u r  b eh ind  w hile  try ing  to 

b lock  so m e  big  l inem an. But sure ly  D e r 

r ick  F enner ,  T o r in  D o rn ,  Eric  S ta r r ,  and 

the rest o f  the U N C  ta ilbacks  will a t tes t 

to the fact tha t  if w e re  not fo r  the inc red i 

b le  h o le s  c r e a t e d  by T h o m p s o n ’s 

devas ta t ing  b locks ,  they w ou ld  not be 

quite  as g la m o ro u s  as they seem .

More
Prognostications

by CHARLES MILLS
Sports Editor

S eem s like w e ’ve m et here  before.  

Believe it o r  not, 1 like predic ting  the o u t 

co m e  o f  a th let ics  m onths  in advance .  

W hen  we last left off , I had jus t  given you 

m y A C C  picks. N o w , I w ant to pick a  lit

tle p ro  ball.  In the Atlantic  d iv is ion ,  the 

Boston  C elt ics  will do  it again .  A lthough  

they are  ag ing ,  and  Kevin  M c H a le  is ou t 

t\)r a  few m o re  w eeks ,  and  Bill W al ton  

is out for the season, the rebuilt Larry Bird 

will have  possibly the best season  o f  his 

ca reer  enrou te  to w inning his 4 th  M V P  ti

tle and  leading the Celts  to v ic to ry .  T h e  

C elt ics  will have to depend  m ore  on  their 

bench  this season ,  w hich  inc ludes  3 

rookies .  T h e  W ash in g to n  Bullets ,  fea tu r 

ing 5 ’3 M ugsy  B ougues ,  will finish in se 

cond ,  Ph iladelph ia  will finish th ird ,  then 

the N ew  Y ork  Knicks and  the N ew  Jersey  

Nets.

In the centra l  d iv is ion ,  the A tlanta  

H aw ks  are  ready to fly am ong s t  the 

N B A ’s elite . T h e  H aw k s  a re  you ng ,  

s t rong ,  ta lented , and  best o f  all,  h ung ry .  

W a tch  D om in iqu e  W ilk ins  take the s lam 

dunk  c ro w n  back ,  too. T h e  e v e r  p resen t  

M i lw aukee  Bucks will finish seco nd ,  the 

Detro i t  P is tons will finish th ird ,  and 

M ichael J o r d a n ’s C h icago  Bulls will give

it a good  run this year .  L ook  for the Bulls 

to be m ore  balanced  and  Jo rd a n  not to 

score  as m any points as last year .  T he  

C leve land  C av il le rs  will finish fifth, and 

the Indiana  Pacers ,  last.

In the Midwest,  The Houston Rockets  

will finally live up to their potential.  Ralph 

S am pson  is happy  with his new  con trac t  

and A k eem  O la jaw o n  is ju s t  the best 

c en te r  in the N B A . Dallas  will finish se 

c o n d ,  U ta h  t h i r d ,  D e n v e r  f o u r t h ,  

S ac ram en to  fifth, th ough  K enny  Smith  

will be a s t rong  cand ida te  for rookie  o f  

the year.  Last , but not least, San Antonio .

In the w est ,  the Los A ng e les  L akers  

will run aw ay  with  this d iv is ion .  M ag ic  

J o hnson ,  J a m e s  W o r th y ,  K a reem  A bdu l-  

J ab bar ,  and  the rest o f  that c rew  are  ju s t  

too p ow erfu l  for the west.  T h e  N B A ’s 

C in d e re l la  f ro m  last season ,  the Seattle 

S uperson ics  a re  still a  y ea r  o r  tw o  aw ay  

f rom  w res t l ing  this d iv is ion  f rom  the 

L a k e r s ’ vicelike gr ip .  T he  Port land  

T ra i lb laze rs  will finish th i rd ,  the G o lden  

State W a r r io r s  four th ,  the Pho en ix  Sun s  

fifth, and  Joe  W o l f  will see m o re  losses 

this y ea r  than he has seen  in the last 10, 

as  the Los A nge les  C lip p e rs  will finish 

last. L ook  for  any p la y o f f  p red ic t ions  at 

a la ter date.


