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Black Ink February 25, 1991

Seek Knowledge, Not Ignorance

I know that Doug and the rest of the editorial page crew at The
Daily Tar Heel must love the BSM for generating at least one *“Black
people are whining letter” a day. If nothing else, they at least fill
space, night? We are also glad that the BSM President, Sabrina
Evans, has not dignified these letters with a response. However, due
to the fact that we have little to talk about and find some of these
articles slightly amusing, we decided to comment on a few of the
letters.

First of all, what’s with the “Black people are so oversensitive”
kick? And why blame the DTH for giving African Americans *“racist
fervor.” We will grant that reading “Silly child rips up black person
poster” or some variation on this theme gets really old. However,
there is enough racism, both blatant and subtle, directly confronting
black students on this campus that we do not need to read the DTH
1o become upset Besides, the idea that some students on campus
have nothing better to do than deface publicity that promotes Afri-
can-American speakers is sickening in and of itself.

In addition to being called oversensitive for being upset that our
posters and other publicity are being defaced, black students have
now been deemed silly for boycotting Rite Aid. Sure, Rite Aid hasthe
nght o put their products where they want. They can even tell people
that the reason why they place black hair care products on the isle in
front of the door and the cash register is becanse the people who buy
these products pose a security threat. This is America. As Humpty
says, “Do what you like.” But don’t expect African-Americans to
support a store where we are considered security threats based on our
color. We can understand that some white students do not know how
it feels to be treated as such, but before you begin your desperate
tirade in the DTH, why not stop and ask black students why they are
boycotting. Or come to a BSM meeting and ask what's going on?
Neither our meetings nor our membership is closed to nonblack
students.

Maybe if students would autend BSM meetings they would
understand that the BSM is not a group of students that ask for money
and whine about racism. Actually, very little of our time is spent
conceming ours¢lves with the racism that exists on this campus.
Really, we'd much rather promote African-American culture and
understanding, than concern ourselves with the negatives of campus
life.

We at the Black Ink, and the BSM in general, really do try to
understand why all students feel the way they do. We know it does
very little good 10 argue back and forth, and realize that it is only
ignorance that creates bitter bickering in the pages of the DTH. It
would be so nice if every student who sat down to write a letter
berating the BSM, would just take ten minutes and talk 10 someone
and ask them why we do the things we do. And if you can't find
anyone, youcan always drop by Suite 108-D.—Erika F. Campbell
and Akinwole N’Gai Wright
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