
Learning From A Fallen Hero
HcUo.

They axe the media figures—the athletes, entertainers, politi
cians and special interest leaders.

We admire them, try to emulate them and in many ways idolize 
them. They are held up as being the cream of American society, and their 
private lives become public fodder for fans and critics alike. Often, they 
seem more than human, and when they are revealed to be merely 
terrestrial beings like ourselves, it comes as a nasty sobering shock.

The nation received such a shock last week Wednesday when 
basketball great Earvin “Magic” Johnson announced that he had HIV, 
the virus that precifHtates AIDS, and said he would retire from the sport 
he loves. Few could ever imagine that the well-loved Los Angeles Laker, 
32, would see his illustrious career terminated by a non sptHts-related 
“injury” of a different kind. Johnson has pledged to fight against his 
inevitable illness and has graciously decided to be a spokesperson for 
AIDS awareness.

And this is the only good pan about an otherwise tragic event 
Johnson, a powerfully influential darling of the media, can really bring 
home the seriousrjess of the AIDS epidemic. His mere contracting of the 
virus sends the strong message that AIDS does not disciimiriate on the 
basis of race, age, sex, sexual orientation or, most importantly, social 
status.

Johnson’s effectiveness as a spokesman would primarily lie in 
his ability to reach a seemingly unreachable group of Americans—the 
young black teenage set. Cynics that we are, my older brother and 1 have 
dubbed this group “The Lost Generation,” meaning they have been 
swallowed whole by drugs, violence and apathy. Until a few days ago, 
I had given in to the philosophy of, “Salvage those you can, and write off 
the rest” But this type of thinking ignores the possible utility of speakers 
and leaders who can legitimately relate to contemporary black teens, 
speakers like Johnson.

One TV anchor said he noticed a general movement to “eulo
gize” Johnson before the player’s actual demise. This is the last thing I 
seek to do and Johnson has, after all, not yet been afflicted with AIDS. 
It is hoped-for that he can live a long life and spend a part of it 
disseminating the gospel on the disease and other pressing social issues.

I have not beai too tong divorced from my teens. I’m still 
married to my youth and I know what’s out there. I see the disillusion
ment and consequent disdain on the faces of my brothers as our race 
wades through these trying times of conservative politics. It’s literally 
difTicult for some youth to care. It is my sincere hope that prominent 
blacks, the media heroes, will take to their respective soapboxes and talk 
straight about the problems facing African-Americans. With a firm 
commiunent and a dose of Divine Intervention, maybe they can weave 
a little Magic and tum things around.

God Bless,
Myron B. Pitts
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