
“A Classic Example of a Date...”

Rape.
Many Americans are rolling the word around on their tongues 

these days in light of recent trials involving William Kennedy Smith and 
vlike Tyson. Perhaps the blinding glare of camera flashes and media 
hype has robbed a few of their ability to see important issues, but some 
of the discourse has been somewhat unsettling. People, as they are wont 
to do, have wasted their energies exchanging verbal blows on plenty of 
l ake topics, while ignoring the key issues.

This month's media flavor is ex-boxing champTyson who was 
convicted for raping an 18-year-old beauty contestant. Oddly, the 
primary area of debate seems to be whether or not Tyson raped the 
woman. Was she a legitimate victim, or just a revengeful woman 
scorned? This is a typical example of a non-issue. Presumably, only two 
people on the planet know what happened in Tyson’s hotel room that 
fateful night, and they have told conflicting tales; at this point, debate 
should logically end for the rest of us. This American tendency to 
endlessly argue the unprovable also found vent during the Clarence 
Thomas confirmation hearings and the Smith trial as well.

A more important matter concerns U.S. attitudes about rape 
and its numerous, daily victims. Specifically, more people need to 
address the outlandish notion that a woman is somehow responsible for 
her own rape if she leads a certain lifestyle or behaves in a particular 
manner. Even some women have questioned the legitimacy of a rape 
charge leveled by a woman that would accompany a lusty athlete to his 
hotel room in the early morning. Here again surfaces a pseudo-issue. If 
Tyson did commit the violent crime of rape, he is totally wrong and she 
is 100 percent in the clear— regardless of what she was wearing, where 
she was at the time, and what kind of sexual overtures she might have 
made. If a person docs not give consent, and another person chooses to 
ignore this refusal, it is rape every time.

The few conclusions I did draw from the Tyson trial are 
seemingly ctmtradictory and unsatisfying, which make them all the 
more valid to me. Life is never black and white;
1) Tyson stood little chance of escaping conviction, guilty or noL In the 
minds of many Americans, women received the short end of the stick in 
full public view twice not long before his trial; Thomas became a 
Supreme Court justicc despite the sexual harassment charges of Anita 
Hill, and Smith was declared innocent of all rape charges. The jury could 
not have been oblivious to the wave of public sentiment.
2) The jurxxs could not have known whether Tyson raped the woman.
3) Tyson, as a legal rapist, should receive a sentence appropriate to the 
crime. Punishment should be harsh.
4) Most people think a woman is at least partly to blame for being raped.
5) In this great country, the victim is almost always blamed...at least 

subtly.
God Bless,
Myron B. Pitts
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