
ConsTuriT Stuk Makes Wojdd TKewiem

By Torise Battle
rhc IMayMakers R eper to ry  C o m p an y  o f  Chapel  Hill presented the world premiere o f  “C ons tan t  S tar” , its 

first p roduc tion  o f  the 1999-2()0() season. “ C onstan t  S tar” , wri tten and directed by Tazewell T h o m p so n ,  ran 

from Sept. 22 to O c to b e r  19 with a special Sonja H. Stone Black Cultural C enter  night on  S ep tem b e r  29.

Ida B. Wells is a un ique and genu ine  A m er ican  heroine. Her undying courage, intellectual savvy and  fierce 

ded ica t ion  to the c rusade  for civil rights have been shamefully  neglected by historians. B orn  a s lave in Holly 

Springs,  Miss.,  Wells was a feisty, com plex ,  independent  journa lis t  who would becom e one o f  the m ost  influen

tial ac tivists  in the civil r ights, w om en 's  sutTrage, and anti-lynching movements at hom e and  abroad.

T h is  provocative, co m pe ll ing  and en te r ta in ing  new play, laced with laughter and song, has a hos t  o f  m e m o 

rable charac ters  including  F'rederick D ouglass ,  W.E.B. DuBois,  Booker T. Washington, M arcus  Garvey, Susan 

B. A n th o n y  anu  .lane A ddam s.  “ C onstan t  S tar” celebrates the life and achievements o f  a great  A m er ican  

w o m an  and  is ;• " ib u t e  to the invincibility o f  the hum an  spirit.

Tazewell 1 ^ o m p so n  direc ted  last season s acc la im ed  production o f  “ Having O ur  Say” , as well as “T he  

T em p es t” , “ M aste r  C lass” , “As You Like It” , “ C y m b e l in e” and “ From the Mississippi Delta  for P lay M ak ers” . 

He has p roduced  or d irec ted  25 world and A m er ican  premieres,  working in cities like Syracuse,  Seattle, 

C leveland,  Paris. Tokyo and  Madrid.
T he  cast includes T razana  Beverly, w ho  won a Tony Award for her perform ance in “ For C o lo red  G irls  W ho 

I lave C on s id e red  Suic ide  W h en  the R ainbow  is E n u f ” ; PlayM akers veterans Kimberly H aw thorne  (“ F ro m  the
R 4 1 __:___'j\’infT O i i r

M argueri te  H annah  and  K ath ryn  H unter  Williams.
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lop: (L-R ) .Marguerite Hannali ,  Brcncia r i iom as.  K imberly 

H aw thorne ,  I razan a  lieverley  and  K athryn  Hunter  W illiams in 

P layM ake rs ’ 1999-2000 season opener  C onstan t  Star. Right: 

T razana  Beverley in P layM akers  R eperto ry  C o m p a n y ’s world 

p rem iere  1999-2(K)0 season o pener  C onstan t Star
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