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A
t any  hour  o f  the day, in 

v irtually  any reg ion  o f  

A m erica ,  you  can steer 

th rough  a sea o f  m i l 

q ue toas t  radio  pop and  land upon  a 

ca tchy  d rum -ro l l  base line  laced 

with  a ju ic y  loop from  Billy 

Preston ,  Bela  Fleck or any o f  m any  

from  a host  o f  seventies  funk-soul 

classics.  But bew are  y o u r  co m p a n y  

before  you deign  to call it “ hip- 

hop.” As any purist  will tell you, 

the s tu f f  y o u ’re f ind ing  on the 

dial . . . the Sean  “ P uffy” C om bs. . . the  

M aster  P.. .M ase.. .Juvenile  —  the 

char t - toppers  - is largely short  on 

cogitation ,  tall on g l im m e r  and  

g loss  and  is p ro cessed  for the 

quick  c o n su m p t io n  o f  the uncr it i 

cal m asses .

To hea r  the real hip hop, the 

purist says, you  m ust  o pen  your 

ears and  your  m in d  to the rap 

underground .  It's not easy  to find.

It is not out b o u n c in g  on a 

S a turday  night at the clubs ,  nor  is 

it w ha t  m akes  peop le  nod  their  

heads  w hile  dr iv ing  in the car. To 

f ind  it, you have to seek it out. To 

hea r  it, you have to L IS T E N , not

ju s t  hear it. it is three hundred 

years in the making ,  and its heart  

canno t  be bound between the 

grooves o f  a twelve-inch, it moves. 

And, i f  you do m anage  to hear it, 

d o n ' t  expect  too much. After  all, 

i t’s ju s t  music. Says Brooklyn-hail-  

ing genre  G olia th  M os Def:

Hip hop will  s im p ly  a m a z e  you  

C r a z e  you ,  pay you  

Do w h a t e v e r  you say do  

But Black ,  it can 't  save you

Last m onth ,  Raw kus Records 

re leased  M os D e f 's  first full-blown 

solo etTort, “ Black on Both Sides.” 

Before that, M os 's  s tufTwas either

aligned with the lyrical m us in g s  o f  

Talib Kweli on the M arch  1999 

release “ Black Star,” or it was 

found only on singles in sub te r 

ranean vinyl shops by the a fo re 

mentioned  purists. R aw kus  is 

know n for its dedicat ion  to pro-

To hear the real hip hop, 
ypu'must open your ears 

and your mind to the rap 
undei^round. ^
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