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A nd th a t ’s why Cochran  believes that a ff i r ­

m ative  ac tion is necessary. “A ff irm ative  action is 

m ere ly  an a t tem pt  to lower the playing field; i t ’s a 

b r idge  to parity,” he said. “ We have to step up and 

de m a n d  our  share because  our  cause  is ju s t  and our 

cause  is right.”

To do that, C ochran  said that African 

A m ericans  m ust  listen to the voices o f  the past. 

“ Never  forget  from w hence  you cam e,” he said. 

“ The  agenda  needs to be set now, with the fort i ­

tude o f  our  ances- 

|tors.  You, who are 

free, can do any ­

thing.”

Cochran ,  as 

m ost  o f  the world 

knows, has helped 

to keep a lot o f  

people  stay free.

He has defended  

Snoop Doggy 

Dogg, Michael 

Jackson  and O.J. 

Simpson.

He has recently  taken the cases  o f  A bner  Louima, 

the Haitian who was a llegedly  beaten and so d o m ­

ized by police  in Brooklyn  and Sean “ Puffy” 

C om bs ,  who on Jan. 13, was charged  with fleeing 

a n igh tc lub  while shoo ting  an illegal weapon.

But C ochran  left these h igh -p ro f i le  c a ses— 

the cases  that m ade  him fam ous  out o f  his 

speech. However, he did m ent ion  the case o f  

G e ro n im o  Pratt, a Black Panther  he defended  in 

1972 w ho  was convic ted  and sen tenced  to life in 

prison. Two decades  later, C ochran  saw his inno ­

cent client released from prison.

Cochran was not the only one w ho  d id n ’t 

mention O.J. Simpson and his o ther  fam ous  

clients. The leadership o f  the B lack  Student  

Movement pre-selected questions  that  C ochran  

would answer, and those people  chosen  did not ask 

Cochran about O.J. Simpson, Snoop D oggy  Dogg 

or Sean “ Puffy” Combs.

Even though he has been successfu l  at de fend ing  

the black, rich and famous, lately C och ran  has 

directed his talents elsewhere. In 1996, he wrote  

his autobiography, “Journey  to Justice,” w hich  

made the best-seller  lists o f  the N ew  York “Times,” 

the “ Wall Street Journa l” and “ U S A  Today.” He 

has also hosted a live talk show, “Johnn ie  Cochran  

Tonight,” which aired on Court  T V

But before the fame, Cochran  s ta r ted  his 

career  as Deputy City Attorney  for the city  o f  Los 

Angeles  in 1963. Three years later he founded  the 

law firm o f  Cochran, Atkins and Evans;  he served  

as the Assistant  Distr ict A ttorney  for Los Angeles  

County  from 1978 to 1980; and in 1981, he 

returned to private practice.

During his career,  he has won num erous  

awards including the “Criminal Trial L aw yer  o f  the 

Year Award” and the “Civil Trial Law yer  o f  the 

Year Award”— the only lawyer in Los A nge les  to 

be so honored. Time magazine  nam ed  him 

Headliner  for 1995” and a year later, he received  

a T rum pet  Award” from Turner B roadcas t ing  
System, Inc.

Cochran graduated  from the Loyola U nivers i ty  

School o f  Law. He lives in C al ifo rn ia  w ith  his 

wife. Dr. Dale M ason Cochran, and his father,  
Johnnie  Cochran Sr.
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