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A lthough  Em inem w o n  th e  G ram m y Awards fo r  Best Rap A lbum  (M arsha ll M a thers  LP), Best Rap Solo 

Performance C'rieal Slim Shady") and fo r  Best Rap Duo C 'Forgot A b o u t  Dre"), much oppos it ion  has arisen 

against him.
Eminem, a.k.a. Slim Shady, has been featured on the  covers o f  VIBE, The Source, Rolling Stone, Rap Pages, 

Spin and Stress. Yet, a t  th e  same t im e  the  artist, produced by Dr. Dre, has been condemned by gay/lesbian 

groups fo r  his con trovers ia l,  de roga to ry  and "ha te  f i l led "  lyrics.
"Eminem's hate f i l led  lyrics have no t on ly  b rough t many people toge th e r  in oppos it ion , they 've  also raised 

the issue o f  co rpo ra te  responsibil it ies fo r  m arketing  th is kind o f  p roduct,"  said Joan M . Garry, executive d irec­

to r  o f  The Gay and Lesbian A lliance Aga inst D efam ation (GLAAD).
H om ophob ic  lyrics in th e  songs "M arshall M athers ,"  "C r im ina l"  and "Rem em ber M e "  appear on th e  h igh ly  

acclaimed a lbum , M arsha l l  M a the rs  2 0 0 0  (LP). But Eminem doesn't seem to  be affected by the  opposit ion . 

In fact, his a lbum  sells, and his popu la r i ty  m igh t be increasing. "I do say th ings th a t  1 th in k  w i l l  shock people, 

Eminem said. "B u t  I d o n ' t  do th ings to  shock people. I'm no t t ry in g  to  be the  next Tupac, bu t I don t  know  

how long I'm going to  be on th is  planet. So w h ile  I'm here, I m ig h t  as well make the  most o f  it.
W h a t  i f  Em inem  b la ta n t ly  and de f ian t ly  shunned the  black co m m u n ity?  This should seriously be taken in to  

consideration. Listeners o r  hate groups can easily change his lyrics to  o ffend  Afr ican Americans o r  o the r  

m inor ity  groups. H ow ever, his harsh crit ic isms m ig h t  no t be a surprise to  some. Eminem fo rce fu l ly  attacks 

his m other, his f o rm e r  w i fe  Kim, Christina Aguilera, N'Sync, B ritney Spears, Jennifer Lopez, W i l l  Smith, Form er

President C lin ton and Tota l in various songs.
W hile  action  is go ing to  be taken against him by GLAAD, Eminem is protected under the  First A m e n d m e n t 

to  say w h a te ve r  he wants . Basically, i t  all boils dow n to  a man s conscience and the  values o f  the  American 

people. If Em inem  open ly  harasses groups o f  people, should his freedom  o f  expression be l im ited?  Or is his

freedom o f  expression an a r t  fo rm ?
"I'm no t a lone in fee ling  th e  w ay  I feel. I believe th a t  a lo t  o f  people can relate to  m y sh— w h e th e r  black, 

white, i t doesn 't m a tte r .  Everybody has been th ro u g h  some sh—, w h e th e r  it s drastic o r  n o t  so drastic. 

Everybody gets to  th e  p o in t  o f  I don 't  give a f  ,' he said.
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