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By M ich e lle  A n d e rso n

T he  Sonja H a y n e s  S tone  Black 
C u ltu ra l C en te r now  has a new  face fol

lo w in g  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  of Dr. Joseph  
Jo rd a n  as the  c e n te r 's  
d ir e c to r  th is  p a s t  July.
Jo rd an  rep laced  H a rry  
A m ana , a professor of jour

nalism  an d  m ass c o m m u 
nication at the  University, 

w h o  h ad  se rv ed  as the  
B C C 's in te r im  d irec to r  
since 1999. Black Ink staff 

w rite r  Michelle A nderson  
spen t an  afte rnoon  ge tting  
to k now  abou t Jordan.

W hen  asked  of his 
first im press ions  of UNC- 
CH, Dr. Joseph Jo rdan  said 

tha t w hile  he th o u g h t the 
c a m p u s  a tm o s p h e r e  w as  

good  in general, he noticed 

reser\ 'a t ions an d  coolness 
from  so m e  s tu d e n ts .
Jo rdan  said the uneas iness  
m ight be because  of feel

ings  sh a re d  by  s tu d e n ts  
tha t a re  n o t  n ecessar ily  
said o u t loud.

As the new  d irec tor 

of the Sonja H a y n es  Stone 
Black C u l tu ra l  Center,

Jo rd a n  sa id  he  w a n ts  to rev e rse  tha t 
im pression . H is goals are to w o rk  hard  
w ith  in tegrity  an d  consciousness , and  cre

a te a n ew  w ay  to u n d e rs ta n d  the  Africana 

experience. H e said he h o pes  to do  this by 
go ing  beyon d  the cen ter itself and  sp)eak- 

ing to the  sensibilities w e he lp  to create in 
p>eople's m inds. A nd  he w'ants to have  a 

go od  tim e w hile  d o in g  it.
Jo rdan  said his im m ed ia te  con 

cerns at the tim e are  a n u m b e r  of political 

issues inc lud ing  the  h igh  incarceration  rate 
in b lack com m un it ie s ,  f in d ing  w ay s  to

u n d e rs tan d  black 

communities and the 

w ays to understand 
black cultural forma- 

I tions in an  age of 

unbridled capitalism. 

H e said he is also 
interested in the con

t inued  fight for 
African freedom  as 

well as ties of solidar
ity between Africans 

and  o the r p rogres 
sive peoples.

Jordan, the for

mer head of Atlanta 's 
A u burn  Avenue 

Research L ibrary on A frican-Am erican 
Culture, was appointed  as the center's new 
director in Ju ly  "This is my first o pportu 

nity to address  the com munity in the role

i

trans ition  in to  a p e rm a n e n t  space and 

w h en  everyone is to ta lly  com m itted  to the 

C en te r 's  con tinued  success". Jordan said 

he looks fo rw ard  to the  m om en t when 
A m ana 's  w o rd s  w ill t ru ly  b e  "history" and 

w hen  everyone  can  fully realize the vision 

and  d ream  of Dr. Stone.
Jordan  w as  b o rn  in  East Elmhurst of 

Queens, N.Y., the g ra n d s o n  of Trinidadian 

im m igrants. Jo rd an  m o v e d  to Portsmouth, 
Virg. w hen  he  w as  a little boy. H e  received 

a Bachelor of A rts in  Psychology from 

N orfolk State University. H e  also holds a 
M aster of A rts  in  A frican  A m erican  Studies 
and  a M as te r of Science in  Preventive 

M edic ine  fro m  O h io  S ta te  University. 
Jordan  ea rn ed  h is  d o c to ra te  in African 

Studies from  H o w a rd  University.
Jordan  sa id  h e  enjoys traveling to 

o the r  coun tr ies ,  in c lu d in g  Africa, the 
Caribbean, and  L atin  A m erica. H e said he

likes political 

m us ic  from 
d i f f e r e n t  
places includ

ing  the genres 
of Latin jazz, 
charanga, son, 

a n d  some
salsa Trinidad 

calypso. He 

en joys all
aspects of the 
A fricana  cul-

Also, he 

p re fe rs  read-
tures.

ing  and  look

ing

of Director of the Sonya H aynes Stone 

Black Cultural Center," Jordan said in July 
"At the outset I w ould  like to thank the 

search com mittee and  the students, staff 
and  faculty w ho took time to talk with me 
du ring  the search process."

Jordan said that he quickly learned 
the im portan t significance of the Center 
and  the legacy of Dr. Stone, much of which 

he le a rn ed  from  then-in terim  director, 
H arry  A mana. Earlier in the year, Amana 

said "The new  director will be privileged 
to take the reins at a time w hen  all systems 

are go; w hen  preparation will begin for the

at films 

w i th  political 

themes.
J o r d a n ,  

w h o  describes 

^  h im se lf  as

®  " p a i n f u l l y
«  im p ra c t ic a l ,

»  % sa id  actions

f. ' I- a re  more

• ^

"well m ean ing  w o rd s" .  H e  sa id  his inspi
ra tions inc lude  Ella Baker, CLR James, 
A m ilcar C abral, C he  G u ev a ra ,  H e r b e r t  

Apthekar, G eronim o, Tecum seh, his moth

er, and  m a n y  others.
Jordan  said h is  v is ion  for the BCC is 

to en su re  th a t  it e n c o u ra g e s  all who 

w orked  for its c rea tion  to  k eep  pressing on. 
H e also h opes  th a t  the  frees tand ing  build

ing will be k n o w n  n a t iona l ly  an d  interna 

tionally as a p lace w h e re  culture, con 
sciousness, careful in tellectual reflection, 

and  unco m p ro m is in g  scho la rsh ip  are nur 

tured.
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