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Representing 919
“ D iary o f  a Sinner: 1st E ntry"

- Petey Pablo 
By John Cleveland

Finally, somebody in the  w ide  w o r ld  o f 

h ip -hop is pu t t in g  N o rth  Carolina on the 
map. The Greensville native, Petey Pablo, 
globalizes N o rth  Carolina's urban f lavo r  by 

producing c lu b -thum p ing  beats flourished 

w i th  his un ique personal, saliva-slinging 
lyrics. His rough tone  and co u n try  dialect 

p roperly  insert N o rth  Carolina in to  the  o f f  
the  record co l labora tion  o f  states repre

senting the  D ir ty  South.
This a lbum  is fu l l  o f  Carolina de fin ing, 

club ja m m in g , head-nodding rhy thm s, and 

anyone  w h o  has been c lu bb ing  la te ly  

w ou ld  k n o w  th a t  Pab's latest most in tr ig u 

ing club ja m  is t i t led ,  "919 M **** His
tendency o f  ye ll ing “ m**** a f te r  s ta t

ing the e lite  919 area code, is dam n near 
contagious as it  gets in you r  head and 
becomes impossible no t to  re ite ra te  the 

pro fane w o rd  over and over. As a m a tte r  

o f  fac t Petey repeats the  blasphemous 

w o rd  m u lt ip le  t im es on every track.
A lth o u g h  the  m a jo r i ty  o f  the  a lbum  is 

comprised o f  c lub jams, Pab does reveal a 
l i t t le  b it  o f  calmness w i th  a couple o f  m el

lo w  jam s th a t  are decorated w i th  a lyrical 

b iography o f  his life. He makes an unsuc
cessful a t te m p t  to  voice his poetic side by 

ta lk ing  to  his audience, a s tra tegy on ly  

conquered by Ja Rule and DM X  th rou gh  
prayers. Clearly th is is a tactic  th a t  isn't 
made o u t  fo r  the  innova t ive  a rt is t  to  u t i 

lize. Nevertheless, his track  t i t led ,  "D idn 't  

I,” w h ich  resembles a remake o f  Juvenile's 

g round  breaking single, "H a," is o f f  the 

chain.
So, don 't  be a l i t t le  b**** by d o w n loa d 

ing th e  CD. Represent l ike  a t ru e  

Carolin ian and buy the  CD ” m ' " '  f****." As 

the  il lus tr ious Petey Pablo m ig h t  state it, 

buy it  at warehouse fo r  on ly  ^16.99
o r even ^13.99, “ m**** f* * * * ,' at am a

zon.com.

the better

Whatever Hater
"Inv inc ib le" - M ichael Jackson 

By Joy M cneil

No one ever th o u g h t it was possible. He 
w e n t on a long hiatus, raised tw o  children 

and on ly  popped up to  make an occasional 
s ta tem ent to  the  press. All the  while , he 

was perfecting an album unlike all the o th 
ers in his li fe tim e. That man is Michael 

Jackson.
O u t o f  nowhere, you tu rn  on the radio 

and television, and there he is w i th  a m od

ern and ha rd -h it t ing  sound th a t  can make 

even the  most hardcore h ip-hop heads 
give respect. But is Michael Jackson t ru ly  
invincible?

"Inv inc ib le" is M ichael Jackson's f irs t 

stud io a lbum in six long years. Like all his 
o th e r  albums, "Inv inc ib le" is setting stan

dards in the w or ld  o f  music. As executive 
producer o f  the album, M ichael proves 

th a t  he can con tinue producing hits. W ith  
"Inv inc ib le ," Jackson confirm s th a t  he can 

w o rk  w i th  the ho ttes t producers o u t  there, 

Rodney Jerkins and Teddy Riley, and 
experim ent w i th  the  ho ttes t beats in the 

in d u s try  to  produce an u l tra -m o d e rn ,  
u ltra -sm ooth , u ltra-cool album.

The f irs t  track on " Inv inc ib le" sets the 
standard fo r  the  album. "Unbreakable" 

sounds like a newer, fresher M ichael w ith  
lots o f  a t t i tud e , grunts  and a message tha t 

can 't be confused: "W ha tever, h a te r !"  In 
"Unbreakable" Michael sings "d on 't  you 

ever make no m istake/Baby I've go t w ha t 

it  takes/And there's no way you 'l l ever get 
to  m e /w h y  can 't you see th a t  you 'l l never 

hu r t  m e/ 'Cause I w o n 't  let it be, see I'm 

to o  m uch fo r  you baby." From 
"Unbreakable" you can see th a t  the  a lbum 

is dedicated to  all the haters ou t there tha t 

th o u g h t  it  was over.
The second track, "Heartbreaker," keeps 

in line w i th  the  same idea. M ichael decides 

in the  track th a t  he w i l l  play as he has been 

played. The h ip-hop edge to  the  track, 

engineered by Rodney Jerkins, hits home

th a t  M ichael isn't ju s t singing abou t bub
ble gum love o r lust. He sings "b u t  I hope 

in t im e  th a t  she w il l  f ina lly  rea lize/l 'm  on to  
her game and she'll get played the  same."

His f irs t single from  the a lbum  "You 
Rock M y  W o r ld "  is v in tage M ichael w i th  

an ultra-cool, modern beat and a jo y  in his 

voice tha t  we haven 't heard in a long tim e. 

He isn't afraid to  express his real feelings 
about the wom an he wants.

From fast to  slow, M ichael Jackson is in 

rare fo rm . His s low songs on "Inv inc ib le" 

fo rm  the core o f  the album. The ho ttes t 
track on the entire  a lbum is "B u tte rf l ies ,"  a 

s low -to-m id  tem po track. It makes you 

w a n t to  call up th a t  love in terest and chill. 

You can bop your head, dance, or ju s t  vibe 

to  "Bu tte rf l ies ." On th is track, M ichael hits 

both ends o f  his range, the  extrem e ly  
highs and lows, wh ich ironica lly m irrors 
the  highs and lows o f  crushes and re la t ion 

ships. "B u tte rf l ies" is like bu tte r ; it  melts 

in you r mouths, or perhaps ju s t  in you r 
ears. And, "Break o f  Dawn," anothe r s low 

ja m  on the album ju s t  talks abou t making 

love. Michael sings "I don 't  w a n t the  sun to  
shine I wanna make love/Just th is magic in 

you r eyes and in my heart/ l don 't  know  
w h a t I'm gonna do I can 't stop lov in ' y o u /  I 
w o n 't  stop ' t i l  break o f  dawn m akin ' love." 

Yes, th is is the new improved, invincib le 
Michael.

There are o ther songs, 16 in all, wh ich 
host Michael Jackson in the  rarest, m ost 

priceless o f  forms. He really has reached 

his prime in the music world . Does this 

mean he is invincible? O f course. M ichael 

Jackson cements his staying power every 
day.

So if  you 're looking fo r  an invincible 

M ichael Jackson w i th  a hard -knock ing  
album, then look no fu r the r.  "Inv inc ib le " is 
one o f  the best albums o f  2001.

Keepin' It Real
"M ahogany Soul" - Angie Stone

By Gahmya D rum m ond-Bey

o
H ow  many o f  us have been th rough  a 

relationship th a t  ended before w e fe lt  it  

was t im e? Better yet, how  many o f  us, 
females, have wished th a t  we d idn 't  miss 

[ th a t  m an] anym ore? The same man w h o  

we were t ired o f  giv ing chances to  and 
hearing say ," I'm gonna change."

The understanding th a t  Angie Stone 

possesses o f  men is no doub t apparent in 
her new a lbum  "M ahogany Soul" as she 

belts ou t ballets in her husky, ye t soulful

19 Black INK


