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In d irec t  co n tra s t  to A u b u rn  
U nivers ity 's  ongo ing  a t tem p ts  to increase 

d iversity  an d  m ulticu ltu ra l in teraction in 
its s tu d en t  body, cam p u s  chap ters  of Beta 
Theta  Pi and  Delta Sigm a Phi th rew  tw o  
H allow een  parties  at w h ich  a n u m b e r  of 

fraternity  m em bers  pa in t 
ed the ir faces black and  
d ressed  in Ku Klux Klan 
garb. T hey p u t  nooses 
a ro u n d  the necks of the 
fra te rn i ty  b ro th e rs  in 
b lack  face. F ra te rn i ty  
m em bers  danced  in Afro 
w igs  an d  o s te n ta t io u s  
jewelry as they  w ore  the 
colors and  letters of the 
p ro m in en t  black fra tern i

ty, O m ega  Psi Phi. The 
m em bers  of the tw o  fra
ternities part ied  the n igh t 
aw ay  and  posed  for p h o 

tos la ter po s ted  on  the 

Internet.
O c tav iu s  W alton, the 

p res iden t of the un ive rs i 
ty 's  O m ega  Psi Phi ch ap 
ter, posted  the pho to s  on 
the fra tern ity 's  university  
w eb  site, in tend ing  to use 

them  to m ake a case to 
A u b u rn 's  adm inis tra tion .

Peter Pepinsky, Special 
A ss is tan t  for M ark e tin g  
and  Public Relations in the  S tuden t Affairs 
office at A uburn , said tha t the ad m in is tra 

tion first learned  of the pho tos  on  Nov. 5. 
W ithin fou r  hours ,  said Pepinsky, Beta 
T heta  Pi and  Delta Sigm a Phi w ere  official
ly su sp e n d ed  and  the u n ive rsity 's  interim  
pres ident, William Walker, had  o rdered  a 

full investigation.
That evening. M att Furin, chap ter p res 

iden t of Delta Sigm a Phi, apo log ized  on 

behalf  of h is  fraternity  at a m eeting  of the 
Black S tuden t U nion. Zac Gibbs, chap ter 

pres iden t of Beta T heta  Pi, also issued  an 

apo logy  and  said tha t the chap te r w ou ld  
seek a m inori ty  faculty adv iso r  to act as the 

ch ap te r 's  d iversity  director.
A pparen tly  the ir efforts w ere  too little, 

too late. W ithin a w eek, fraternity  repre 

s en ta tives  from  the  respec tive  na t iona l 
h ead q u a r te rs  arr ived  at A u b u rn  and  w ith 

d rew  the fraternities ' charters. H o u rs  later

the un iversity  w ith d rew  recognition of the 

fraternities an d  they w ere  d isbanded .
The ensu ing  investiga tion  resulted  in 

the expu lsion  of a total of 15 fraternity  
m em bers . The un iversity  w as  ad am an t  
ab o u t  pu n ish in g  the o ffending s tuden ts  
and  fostering an  a tm osphere  of cultural 
sens it iv ity  o n  the  cam p u s .  P res id en t 
Walker said he  w an ted  to o rgan ize  a task

force to establish a m ulticu ltu ra l center.
T he s tu d e n t  bo d y  in  general seem ed  to 

s u p p o r t  the actions taken  by  the un ive rsi

ty. "[We] exerted  a s trong  effort as a u n i 
versity  to really air this  w ho le  issue," 
Pep insky  said. H e w en t on  to say tha t the 
inc ident w as  em barrass ing  for the un iv e r 
sity, b u t  tha t "som e good w as  com ing  ou t 

of it."
The inc idents  also ap p ea red  to rally the 

s tu d en ts  a n d  adm in is tra tion  a round  the 
issue of racism an d  intolerance. N apo  
M onasterio , ed i to r  of A u b u rn  U nivers ity 's  
cam p u s  new spaper.  The Plainsmen, said 

tha t the inc idents  w ere  "no  joke" to the 
s tu d e n t  b o d y  and  tha t "eve rybody  w as  on 

the  sam e page."
Pep insky  also po in ted  o u t  tha t p ro m i

n en t  b lack  o rg an iza t io n s  in c lu d in g  the  

S o u th e rn  C h ris t ian  L ea d e rsh ip

C onference , the  N A A C P  a n d  the

R a in b o w /P U S H  C oa li t ion  a p p ro a c h e d  

O m ega  Psi Phi an d  offered the ir assistance. 

Curiously, O m ega  Psi Phi tu rned  d o w n  the 
offers an d  said, according to Pepinsky, tha t 

it w as  the ir  un iversity  and  the ir problem, 
and  tha t they w o u ld  h an d le  it.

A lthough  there ap p ea red  to be  un ity  on  
the cam pus, Pep insky  said som e people  

w ere  saying, "I told you  there w ere  deep- 
sea ted  racial p re ju d ice s  at 
this un iversity  an d  n o w  w e  
have  proof." O the rs  sugges t 
ed, "W e 're  g o in g  aw fu lly  
h a rd  on  so m e  f ra te rn i ty  
[boys] w h o  d id  som e th ings 
tha t  they  n o w  say w ere  s tu 

pid and  insensitive."
T he  expe lled  f ra te rn i ty  

m em bers , the ir  paren ts  and  
their law yers  agreed  w ith  the 
la tter s ta tem ent. O ver  the 
T h a n k sg iv in g  holiday , fo r 

m e r  m em b ers  of Beta Theta 
Pi sued  the p res iden t of the 
university, the  vice p res iden t 

of s tu d e n t  affairs  Wes 
W illiam s, the  b o a rd  of 
tru s te e s  a n d  th e ir  o w n  
national o rgan iza tion  for vio

la tion  of the ir  F irs t
A m e n d m e n t  r ights and  $300 

million in dam ages.
A  w e e k  later, A lab am a  

Circuit C ou r t  Judge  Robert 
H a rp e r  reinsta ted  10 of the  15 
ex pe lled  s tu d e n ts .  All 10 

w e re  Beta b ro th e rs .  D elta  S igm a  Phi 

recently filed suit as well.

Top: Frat  members  seen w ear ing  
Omega Psi Phi shirts In blackface and 
afro wigs. Omega Psi Phi Is the second 
oldest black f ra te rn i ty  in the nat ion  
founded in 1911.

Top: At Auburn University In Alabama, tw o  a l l - w h i t e  f ra te rn i t ies  
(Beta Theta PI and Delta Sigma Phi) w o r e  blackface and KKK robes  
to Halloween parties, some even going so far  as to simulate a 
lynching.
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